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October 3, 2019 

 
Mr. Scott Fitzwilliams 
Forest Supervisor 
White River National Forest 
Supervisor’s Office 
900 Grand Ave 
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 
 
Dear Supervisor Fitzwilliams, 
 
On behalf of the Colorado Department of Natural Resources (DNR), we are grateful for the work you do 
and the partnership that exists between the U.S. Forest Service and the State of Colorado. 
 
As you know, DNR has been engaged in the consideration and analysis of a proposed access road across 
National Forest land near Edwards to facilitate development of a new subdivision called Berlaimont 
Estates.  Our prior comments acknowledge the impacts this access road would have on wildlife.  We are 
writing to provide you with new information that was not available when we commented on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement and that is relevant to your consideration of the proposal. 
 
Recent Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) population counts show a considerable decline in post hunt 
estimates for game management unit 36 elk herds between 2005 and 2018.   Additionally, there is 
information showing a meaningful correlation between habitat fragmentation and the resilience of elk 
populations – suggesting we may have reached a threshold of disturbance that undermines the ability of 
local elk populations to recover to historic levels.   
 
In addition, on August 21, 2019, Governor Polis signed the enclosed Executive Order (EO) D 2019-011, 
which underscores the importance of conserving big-game wildlife corridors and winter range habitat in 
Colorado.  We ask that you strongly take the EO into account as you consider the removal of the 
seasonal closure of the current road that protects important winter wildlife habitat, and also evaluate to 
what degree this action may set an undesirable precedent for future development proposals in the 
state. 
 
Thank you for your additional consideration regarding this matter.  Your service to Colorado and our 
public lands is greatly appreciated.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dan Gibbs 
Executive Director 

Executive Director’s Office 
1313 Sherman Street, Room 718 
Denver, CO 80203 
 










	Barlaimont Letter - Colorado DNR
	D 2019 011

