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October 21, 2020

USDA Forest Service

Washington, DC

Submitted online: https://cara.ecosystem-management.org/Public/ReadingRoom?project=ORMS-2619 

RE: Response to Proposed E-bike Rulemaking -- Forest Service Manual 7700 Travel; Management; Chapter 7700, Zero Code; Chapter 7710 Travel Planning
To Whom it May Concern;
On behalf of the membership and board of the Kettle Range Conservation Group, please accept these comments regarding proposed E-bike use of National Forest lands.     Formed in 1976, KRCG has been a voice for fish, wildlife and wilderness in northeast Washington state including the Colville and Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest.  We strive to find collaborative solutions-based agreements regarding management of our National Forest and we are co-founding members of the Northeast Washington Forestry Coalition. 

KRCG is committed to supporting public lands managment in the spirit of collaborative solutions – we are very concerned about proposed National Forest System-wide E-bike Rulemaking – we ask that you withdraw this proposal. 
Background

The U.S. Forest Service is proposing to open up over 150 million acres public lands trails in our National Forests to electric bikes.   This will have significant, foreseeable and irretrievable impacts to seclusion-dependent wildlife, solitude, trails and potentially dangerous encounters with non-mechanized recreationists.   
Arguments Opposing this Rulemaking

E-bikes increase the pace and scale of mechanized recreation and thus increase the human “footprint” into public lands that contain the last vestiges of the once great American wilderness.  E-bikes are functionally similar to motorcycles, and recent technological advancement have been and are being developed to manufacture e-bikes that can travel in excess of 55 mph. 
E-bike use has no place on backcountry, roadless, wilderness or conservation area hiker, equestrian or mountain biking trails.  KRCG members are concerned this rule would allow e-bikes on non-motorized trails, essentially treating e-bikes differently than other motor vehicles. This could conflict with the agency’s own Travel Management Rule and will have significant impacts to the environment, and as such should be fully analyzed under the National Environmental Policy Act. 
In northeast Washington, the existing Colville National Forest MVUM already has significant E-bike suitable motorized trails – and in fact – more miles of motorized accessible routes than non-motorized trails.   

Over the past summer, the Covid pandemic has resulted in a huge influx of non-motorized national forest recreation use in Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana.  Giving license to E-bikes to use already heavily used hiker and equestrian trails in the face of this reality is a recipe for disaster.

Unlike National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, and Fish and Wildlife Service managed public lands, the Forest Service proposes to continue classifying e-bikes as motor vehicles – which KRCG agrees with.  However, we're concerned this rulemaking is a pathway to allow e-bikes on non-motorized trails in the future because even while classifying E-bikes as motor vehicles, it is treating E-bikes differently than other motor vehicles. This could conflict with the agency’s own Travel Management Rule and coupled with likely environmental impacts should be analyze under the National Environmental Policy Act.  
Mountain biking alone increases human impacts on wildlands, wildlife, and Wilderness. Research shows that like all recreation, mountain bikes displace wildlife, and because they travel farther and faster than hikers or equestrians, they can impact a much greater area in the same amount of time. E-bikes can travel even faster and farther than a mountain biker into the backcountry and in less time. 
Imperiled wildlife need seclusion from human.  Distance and methods of travel are key to limiting human impacts.   The human population is increasing, climate change is threatening – to add E-bikes to this mix is unconscionable.  Please withdraw this proposal.
Thanks for you for listening.
Sincerely,
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Timothy J. Coleman

Kettle Range Conservation Group

509 775 2667

tcoleman@kettlerange.org 
POB 150 Republic, WA 99166  •  (509) 775-2667  •  tcoleman@kettlerange.org
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