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Linda lackson, Payette Forest Supervisor

500 North Mission Street
McCall. lD 83538

Dear Supervisor Jackson:

First, lr,vish to extend m.,r thanks to the l.i S. Forest Serr.,,ice for yor;r thcrcrrgh deve!cpment cf
the Stibnite Gold Project's Draft Environmental lmpact Statement (DElsiand for making this
extensive documentation readily available online.

lstrongly encouragethe U.S. Forest Service to approve Alternative 2 for Midas Gold's proposal

for a mining project in ValleyCounty incentral ldaho. Alternative 2offers improvements over
Altorn:tirro 1 dnoc nnt inrrnlrro tho dolrrrc inhoront in nthar Aliorn:tirroc :nd ic rlarrlrr: hofiarrulrYs at rl rrr vLr rru(rvLJ, L.Lur ry u ullLLi

option than leaving the site without improvements.

Alternative 2 isthe option that best provides for environmental protection and reclamation,
whiie enabiing job creaiion and economic benefits that will come with ihe project.

As an outdoorsman, I want to call special attention to the DEIS findings concerning fisheries and
fish habitats (4.12-39), specifically their increased productivit\i and di,;ersity. Alternative 2
would restore fish passages, extending the habitat of fish populations and providing renewed
access to spawning grounds.

Notably, riparian reparation would enable salmon to reach the headwaters of the Salmon River
for the first time in decades. Numerous migratory and anadromous fish, including steelhead
:nd hrrll trnrtf r,rrnrrld hanofitfrnm norrrlrr on:hlod n2eeloaethrf nvn:nd rirror 2.rocc rnd on:hlor !,rPe

fish to reach cooler waters at higher elevations.

I encourage the U.S. Forest Service, Payette National Forest, to move forward with aooroving
Alterrrative 2 for this project without furttrer delaycrr exterrsiorr oi tire 60-day eornmen'r periocl.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Sincerely,
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