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Plcasc find bclorv rny comnrcltt rcgarding thc pnrposcd nrinirrs pro.icct in thc Stibnite -Ycllou, Pinc rcgion
ol-Central ldaho. I have been lollou,ingthis issue closely lora longtinte and, alierreviewingthedrali
Environtncntal Irnpact Statcmcnt ( EIS). l bclir:r,r-' Altcmativc 2 for thc Stibnitc Gold Projcct is thc right
solution to lrelp remedv the environrnental issues irr this reqion, r.r,hile alst-r creating lclcal jtlbs and
contrihuting to locl I ccttrrornics.

For gcncrations, thc cnviroruncntalcontlitions in thc Stibnitc-Ycllor.v Pinc rcgion havc tlctcritx'atcrtto thc
poiut whcrc rnuch of thc watcr is no longe r suitablc tbr tish. acluatic wildlifc, or drinking. Otr top of that.
local I'ish like our chinook saltnon and steelheail have been rleprived ol'access Lo what shoulcl be their
rtativc spawning and rcarins habitat sincc thc latc I 930s. u,hcn tlrc: East Fork o f thc Sorlth Fork of thc
Saltrrcrnltiver(trl-SI'SIt)u,asclirertedtoenableopenpitntiningatllreYellou,PinePit.

lJccausc noth ing u'as donc to backfill thc pit. thcsr' nativc fish populatiorrs arc no lorrgcr able- to srvinr
upstrcatn to spawn antlrcach fcctling g'ounds. I rvas lrcartcnccl to scc that Midas Golcl has inclutlcti
dctailcd plans in Altcrnativc 2 fbr thc Stibnitc Cold Projcct to tcmporarily conncct tlrcsc nrigratory tish to
milcs ol ncu, strcanls tirat arc morc suitcd to sparvning anrl rcaring by dcsigning a 0.9 rnilc-long tunncl.
Levetagitr-u best practiccs tiom similar systcrns uscd around thc rvorld. thc tururel'il,oultl take ilto 4ccourlt
the su'itnminu speeds ol'clil'l'erent l'ish and use amtrient lighting 1o ensure transitioning ti'out the natrral
watcn 'avs to tlrc tunne I passauewtry is as scanlcss as possiblc. Morcovcr, oncc thc proje ct has wrappcd
up, Midas Ciold hns contmitted to firll restoration of the IIFSFSR by backtilling the Yellow -Pine Pit arrd

l'ctttoving ban'ic:t's to nt igration. As statcd in ('ha1"rtcr 4 of thc clraft EIS, lonu-tcnn accoss to h istorically
blockcd critical habitat u,oulcl rcsLrlt irr incrcascd productivity 14.l2-.i3).

'lhc rcstoration plan attd otcrall approach dcscribcd irr Altcrrrativc 2-wlrich is tlrc prcf'crrcd solution lor
Miclas (ioltl--ollbrs the highest level ol'salety and ongoinu envirrrrunental protection. Wherea^s

Altcrrtativc 3 u,ourld placc a storagc faciliry tbr tailiugs fl'onr nrinine in a pristine. untouclrcd rcach of thc
Salmon Itiver. Alternative 2 would keep it within the existing pro.iect I'ootprint. helping limit I'urther
disruption of the local ecosvstert-t. C'ompared to Altemativc 4. Alternatirc 2 also recont-rgures access roads

to thc- site to rcducc the clrancc of spills and minirlizc scdimetrtation in local rvatcnvays, both of rvhich
would thrcatcn local fish populations.

Altcrntttivc 2 gir cs us our bcst chancc to lcrlcvclop thc Stibnitc Mining District using u rnrxlcrn,2 I ''
cctttltry approach whilc ntitigating thc past cnvironrncntal danragc donc to tltc arca. Plcasc acccpt this
option and

Best.

bring this ecl proiect to lil'e.


