216 East Park Street
McCall, Idaho 83638

City of McCall
Phone 208-634-7142

www.mccall.id.us Fax 208-634-3038
October 12, 2020

Ms. Linda Jackson

Payette National Forest Supervisor
500 N. Mission Street Building 2
McCall ID 83638-3805

RE: Stibnite Gold Project Draft EIS Public Comment
Dear Ms, Jackson,

The City of McCall submits the following comments for your consideration in preparation of the Final
Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision for the Stibnite Gold Project.

After review of the DEIS, it appears that the City of McCall is mostly excluded from the analyses. General
references to McCall are made in many narrative sections but no impacts were specifically analyzed for our
community. We believe this is in error based on section 2.3.5.19 Operations Traffic which states that:

The estimated annual average traffic during mining and ore processing operations is provided in
Table 2.3-7. Supplies and deliveries for the mine site during operations would access the SGLF using
State Highway 55 to Warm Lake Road. Approximately two-thirds of all mine-related traffic would
originate south of Warm Lake Road and would use State Highway 55 through Cascade and other
communities along State Highway 55 south of Cascade including Banks and Horseshoe Bend.
Approximately one-third of all mine-related traffic originating north of Warm Lake Road would use
State Highway 55 through the communities of Donnelly, Lake Fork, and McCall. Through McCall,
mine-related traffic would generally use Deinhard Lane and Boydstun Street.

Alternative 2, which is the preferred alternative of the applicant, proposes additional transportation impacts
due to the Centralized Water Treatment Plant and includes a statement that:

During mine operation, the Centralized WTP is expected to require the following chemicals and
reagents on an annual basis. Sodium Hypochlorite — 15,000 gallons Ferric Sulfate — 125,000
gallons/year Hydrated Lime — 250 tons Organic Flocculant (polymer) — 1,900 gallons Sulfuric Acid —
2,400 gallons Sodium Bisulfite — 2,000 gallons Organic sulfide precipitant, if needed Transport of
these chemicals and reagents would add approximately 40 round trips for delivery to the
operational AADT presented in Table 2.4-3. An estimated 2 to 4 employees would be required to
operate the Centralized WTP.

In all alternatives, except the No Action Alternative, the estimate of one-third of all mine related traffic
traveling through McCall remains the same. The DEIS further identifies the types of hazardous materials and
explosives that will be transported on and off-site but does not identify which materials will come through
McCall or at what volume. We therefore assume that one-third of all materials will come through McCall
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posing safety and transportation impacts on our community which should be addressed in your Final EIS.

Mitigation measures to address these impacts should be included in the Record of Decision.
Deinhard/Boydstun impacts and proposed mitigation measures

The Deinhard/Boydstun route through McCall as identified in section 2.3.5.19 Operations Traffic is a local
city street and passes through a residential area along Boydstun and then through
residential/commercial/industrial property along Deinhard. The City agrees that if mine traffic will come
through McCall then Deinhard/Boydstun should be the required route through McCall. The alternative route
would be for the mine traffic to remain on State Highway 55 (West Lake Street/3™ Street) which travels
along Big Payette Lake and through our downtown. This route contains dense residential and commercial
neighborhoods, a narrow Right of Way with bike lanes, a 90 degree turn in the heart of downtown,
numerous pedestrian crossings, and hundreds of driveway accesses, all of which creates a high number of
potential conflicts and traffic delays. Additionally, Big Payette Lake is the sole source of drinking water for
the City of McCall and we cannot afford a hazardous material spill into the lake.

While the Deinhard/Boydstun route is specifically identified in the DEIS, the DEIS did not analyze the socio-
economic, public health and environmental impacts of this route. The route contains a shared
bike/pedestrian pathway system with multiple modes of users on the roadway. It travels through a
populated residential area. There is an “s” turn that is dangerous in the winter with multiple slide-off’s and
accidents due to winter weather conditions. The Highway 55 intersections of this roadway, on the south at
Deinhard and on the north at Boydstun, were identified in the applicant’s Traffic Impact Study submitted to
Idaho Transportation Department and Valley County as recently as September 2020 as needing safety
improvements to accommodate the turning geometry of their large vehicles.

The DEIS is silent on the safety improvements required for the large vehicle mine traffic on this roadway and
only addresses mine traffic impacts on State Hwy 55 much farther south of McCall. Even the applicant
acknowledges that the McCall route is of critical interest to their operation as they are engaged in
discussions with the Idaho Transportation Department {ITD} and the City for a cooperative agreement
between the three parties to ensure intersection improvements are made in order to accommodate this
traffic if the mine is permitted. However, the City does not hold any regulatory permitting authority in this
matter and is relying on the good faith of the applicant to enter into an agreement to make these
improvements. To ensure the safe movement of mine traffic through our community the City respectfully
requests that the Forest Service include a mitigation measure in the Record of Decision that the applicant
provide intersection improvements identified by ITD and the City of McCall on the Deinhard/Boydstun route.
Further, the City requests that no mine traffic with hazardous materials and explosives be allowed to travel
through McCall until the mitigation measures for these intersections are constructed.

The DEIS did not analyze the environmental impact of using the Deinhard/Boydstun route. The route
crosses the North Fork of the Payette River which is identified by Idaho DEQ as a section 303(d) impaired
waterway under the Clean Water Act with multiple TMDLU's in effect. Significant investments have been
made by the City, the Idaho Fish and Game Department, the Idaho Department of Environment Quality, the
Valley County Soil and Water Conservation District, the National Park System, private non-profit groups and
individuals to restore its health as an important part of the overall watershed in this area for fish habitat,
recreation and downstream water quality of Lake Cascade. The water quality regulations imposed on the
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North Fork Payette by Idaho DEQ are so strict that even our community’s treated wastewater isn’t allowed
to be discharged into it; 100% of our treated wastewater is land-applied on neighboring farmland. This is in

stark contrast to the alternatives in the DEIS to allow treated water discharges into the EFSFSR.

The City is highly concerned about any hazardous material spills into the North Fork Payette River. The
McCall area fire departments do not have a HazMat Team nor proper materials to respond to, contain or
clean up a spill. According to the McCall Fire District Chief the closest HazMat Team Is a minimum of four
hours away and McCall Fire is only equipped to issue evacuation notices and clear the scene while waiting
for a HazMat Team to arrive. Four hours is a substantial amount of time for hazardous materials to spread
into the North Fork of the Payette River and into the air over a populated area. Since mine traffic is
forecasted to occur 5 days/week for many years across this river crossing, the risk of exposure to an accident
is high especially during winter conditions. This is an important impact that should be included in the Final
EIS.

The applicant has demonstrated a willingness to address this type of issue by providing numerous spill kits
along roadways such as Johnson Creek Rd to prevent/quickly respond to accidents along the routes into the
Stibnite area and along rivers. The City respectfully requests that the Forest Service include a mitigation
measure in the Record of Decision that the same consideration be given to our community and our
protected waterways. The Forest Service should require the applicant to provide HazMat response
resources in McCall or another nearby location to allow for a timely response. | have attached an email
from the McCall Fire Department with recommendations for a HazMat resource and how it could benefit
the larger Valley County community.

Recreation economy impacts

McCall's local economy is dependent on two primary sectors, the tourism/recreation industry and the
service industry (financial, construction, medical, real estate, government). The City is a launching point to
the hackcountry via Lick Creek Road, Warren Wagon Road, and multiple charter air services from our local
airport. The alternatives analyses identify the recreation resources of the Stibnite Mine study areas and
recognizes that access to the Idaho backcountry is of important value to this area’s culture and economy.
The City respectfully requests that the alternative selected for the Final EIS retains the most public access to
the backcountry as possible and preserves as much of the natural resources in the area as possible.

While the DEIS does not identify Lick Creek Road as a primary access for mine traffic, it is being used now for
mine access by Stibnite Gold employees. For mine traffic to utilize Lick Creek Road, it must travel off of State
Hwy 55 through densely populated residential areas past two public schools along roads not designed for
this type/volume of traffic. The consequences of an accident or spill in this area are high. The City
respectfully requests that the alternative selected for the Final EIS specifically does not allow for mine traffic
on Lick Creek Road. Use of Lick Creek Road should be reserved only for the general public’s use so as to
prevent conflicts with mine traffic and provide the public an alternative to Warm Lake Road for backcountry
access.

Summary of impacts City requests be included in the Final EIS

The City respectfully requests the Forest Service Identify and analyze impacts to the North Fork Payette
River, a 303(d) impaired waterway, from hazardous materials and explosives transported to and from the
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mine using the Deinhard/Baydstun route, including but not limited to, the lack of timely hazardous materials
response which will negatively impact human health and the health of other species in the event of an
accident.

The City respectfully requests that the alternative selected for the Final EIS retain the most access to the
backcountry by the public as possible. The alternative should specificaily disallow mine traffic on Lick Creek
Road. Use of Lick Creek Road should be reserved for only the general public’s use so as to prevent conflicts
with mine traffic and provide the public an alternative to Warm Lake Road for backcountry access.

Summary of mitigation measures City requests in the Record of Decision

The City respectfully requests that applicant provide Highway 55 intersection safety improvements
identified through a cooperative agreement made with ITD and the City of McCall on the Deinhard/Boydstun
route. Further, the City requests that no mine traffic with hazardous materials and explosives be allowed to
travel through McCall until the safety improvements for these intersections are constructed.

The City respectfully requests that applicant provide HazMat response team resources in McCall or another
nearby location to ensure timely containment and response to hazardous materials spills as recommended
by the McCall Fire District.

Sincerely,
s, Tffaf/
Robert S. Giles
Mayor
RSG:abs

cC: MccCall City Council
McCall Fire District

Attachment: Email from McCall Fire District



From: Travis Smith

To: Anette Spickard

Subject: RE: HAZMAT Team in McCall or Valley County?

Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 2:03:07 PM

Attachments: imageQ01.png
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--- This email is from an external sender Be cautious and DO NOT open links or attachments
if the sender 1s unknown, ---

Good Afternoon Anette,

I still have not had a chance to meet you and look forward to that when the COVID life settles down
a bit.

So my request of the Stibnite project would be fairly simple. We do not have the staffing to provide
a technical Hazmat capability in our jurisdiction, generally it is a 5-8 person team, and we only have
4/shift at best, and 12 total. Considering this our role in an emergency event such as a spill would
be essential confine the spread as best possible, evacuate endangered persons, and call for
technical support. So |l see, and have experienced, this response support in a several ways.

1. Response teams from the shipper/mine that are trained in the specific hazards they deal with
daily,

2. Response trailers that are staged at predetermined areas in along shipping routes that contain
essential equipment and supplies to confine hazard and begin mitigation when the technicians
show up. Local “operations” responders, industry, or State technical teams can use this
equipment and supplies,

3. Regional response Hazmat team resources that are deployed through Idaho Office of
Emergency management and the are mitigation to the point of clean up, then the shipper
takes over.

4. Training provided, generally annually, by the shipper that helps us prepare for an event.

With 3 jurisdictions, Cascade, Donnelly, and McCall, impacted by the transportation it would be
reasonable to provide 1 response trailer in the area with the most likely impact or centralized. This
resource could be made available to Adam County {or others within reasonable travel distance) but
delivery of the resource may be difficult. | believe that Cascade has more exposures to incident than
us and could see this staged there. Training would have to be provided to each jurisdiction
individually due to our distances from each other

Haope this helps!

Travis Smith
Deputy Chief
McCall Fire & EMS
201 Deinhard Lane



P.0. Box 1597
McCall, ID 83638
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2019 Black Logo Email

This message has been sent io you as official business of the McCall Fire Protection District. I you have a
concern about the authenticity of this communication, including any attachments, please contact the sender
directly for confirmation, either by telephone or separate e-mail. Unencrypted e-mail is inherently insecure and
should be treated with caution.

Electronic Privacy Notice. This e-mail, and any attachments, contains information that is, or may be, covered by
the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510-2521, and is also confidential and proprietary in
nature. If you are not the intended recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from retaining, using,
copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing this information in any manner. Instead, please reply to the sender
that you have received this communication in error, and then immediately delete it. Thank you in advance for your
cooperation.

From: Anette Spickard
Sent: Friday, September 18, 2020 4:09 PM

To: Garrett de Jong
€c: Travis Smith
Subject: RE: HAZMAT Team in McCall or Valley County?

Thanks for the information. Look forward to connecting with Travis,

Anette

From: Garrett de Jong <garrett@mccallfire.com>

Sent: Friday, September 18, 2020 4:02 PM

To: Anette Spickard <aspickard@mccall.id.us>

Cc: Travis Smith <travis@mccallfire.com>

Subject: RE: HAZMAT Team in McCall or Valley County?

--- This email is from an external sender. Be cautious and DO NOT open links or attachments
if the sender is unknown. ---

Hi Anette,



That is great and thank you for including it!

We do not. We are trained in Haz-Mat operations, which is really to identify, provide rapid treatment
(based on the issue), and decontamination, but our mitigation ability, true hazard recognition, etc., is
very limited. The State has regional Haz-Mat teams that are funded through the state. The regional
Haz-Mat team for us comes out of Boise. | would say that their ETA is about 4 hours. In order to get
them we initiate a bridge call with State Comm and talk to the on-duty haz-mat officer for the state,
they get different parties on the call, and then determine the resource needs. From there, the team
is activated. It is relatively quick, but they are in Boise, so between request, mobilization, and travel
time, it takes a while.

Our new/awesome deputy chief, Travis Smith, came from Pocatello, where he oversaw their regional
team. | know he would have some great information for you related to this issue. He is out today,
but will be in next week. | will CC him so he can chime in.

Thanks again and you have a great weekend too!

Garrett

Garrett de Jong
Fire Chief

McCall Fire & EMS
201 Deinhard Lane
McCall, ID 83638
www.mccallfire.com
PH: 208.634.7070
FAX: 208.634.5360
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This message has been sent to you as official business of the McCall Fire Protection District. If you have a
cencern about the autheaticity of this communication, including any attachments, please contact the sender
directly for confirmation, either by telephone or separate e-mail. Unencrypted e-mail is inherently insecure and
should be treated with caution,

Electronic Privacy Notice. This e-mail, and any attachments, contains information that is, or may be, covered by
the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510-2521, and is also confidential and proprietary in
nature. If you are not the intended recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from retaining, using
copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing this information in any manner. Instead, please reply to the sender
that you have received this communication in error, and then immediately delete it. Thank you in advance for your
cooperation,



From: Anette Spickard <aspickard@mccall.id.us>
Sent: Friday, September 18, 2020 3:25 PM

To: Garrett de Jong <garr fir >
Subject: HAZMAT Team in McCall or Valley County?

Hi Garrett,

I think | asked you this gquestion quite some time ago, if we have HAZMAT team/training/resources
locally? | recall you said that we do not. | am writing up comments to the Forest Service for the
Stibnite Gold project and want to include a request for this resource in McCall since all of the project
alternatives assumes one-third of the hazardous material truck traffic will come through
Deinhard/Boydstun corridor throughout the duration of the mine operation and we therefore want
to be prepared for any incident especially if it occurs into the North Fork Payette. Can you let me
know if you still need that resource? And if you don’t have it, how long does it take to mobilize the
next nearest HAZMAT Team to respond?

Thanks for your help. Hope you have a good weekend!
Anette Spickard | City Manager

216 E Park Street | McCall | 1D 83638

Direct: 208.634.1003 | Fax: 208.634.3038

Web: www.mecalliid.us
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