
[image: image1.png]



Via Email: 

September 24, 2020

Jamie Tripp and Molly Ryan
District Rangers, Beaverhead Deerlodge National Forest

Dear Jamie and Molly:
MLA is a Montana trade association that represents our members who are loggers and log haulers and those who support these businesses in Montana.  The mission of the Montana Logging Association is to enhance the professional status of Montana timber harvesters, support their endeavors, and ensure that our state’s renewable forests provide opportunity for generations to come.  On behalf of the Montana Logging Association and its members, included is the support for Selway Saginaw Vegetation Management Project but also some suggestions to improve the project.

1.  The project area being 66,289 acres and timber harvest activity of 7,255 or 11% of the total area, it seems to be quite low especially with the amount of mature lodgepole pine susceptible to mountain pine beetle.  With cost associated with planning/NEPA and re-entry to this site being 20 plus years it would make sense to be efficient in getting the most acres mechanically treated as possible

2. Lodgepole pine has great markets for both saw log and non-saw log and the quicker acres are mechanically treated the more economically feasible treating these acres become.  For both milling and logging the continued challenge of fiber supply continues and with the USFS owning majority of timbered acres in the state it is crucial that these acres are treated for many reasons including maintaining the forest products industry.  I would encourage that this should be included in the Selway-Saginaw document. 
3.  MLA suggests that RCA’s (riparian conservation area) should be considered for mechanical treatment.  There needs be flexibility in the document that allows for this in frozen or dry ground conditions.  The RCA’s need added protection from fire and mechanical treatment can be done with minimal impacts to sediment delivery to streams.  Montana has a long and successful audit process that documents the success of BMP’s.  The quality of work that Montana loggers do in protecting aquatic resources and sediment delivery is quite impressive.  Please reference the following link that showcases the success of Montana’s BMP’s. http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/forestry/forestry-assistance/forest-practices/best-management-practices-bmp-2
4.  The MLA is pleased see that ground-based logging systems will be considered on grounds above 35%.  The challenge of putting skyline units within areas of dead and down lodgepole pose a significant safety concern to the people working on the ground.  By using mechanical equipment that can operate on steeper slopes above 35% allows for a safe working environment.  I would suggest that a desired outcome on soil conditions be the guide in considering ground-based equipment above 35%.  I also would like the agency to consider the impacts that seasonal restrictions have on the logging contractor specific to harvest and hauling.  A few examples are hunting season and snowmobile restrictions.  I ask that we can coordinate a meeting and work with both hunting groups and snowmobile clubs and we find a solution that works for all.  For the mechanical logging contractor to remain viable, they need 9-10 months of work to maintain a crew and pay for the costly equipment that it takes to remain in business.  
Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the Selway-Saginaw Project.  
Best regards,  
Bryan Lorengo
Montana Logging Association

PO Box 1716

Kalispell, MT 59903

406-752-3168 

