


However, there is a very interesting definition that the USFS uses for ‘Motor Vehicle’ that
resides in the CFRs:

36 CFR § 212.1 Maotor vehicle. Any vehicle which is self-propelled, other than: (1) A vehicle
operated on rails; and (2) Any wheelchair or mobility device, including one that is battery-
powered, that is designed solely for use by a mobility-impaired person for locomotion, and
that is suitable for use in an indoor pedestrian area.

The ‘Motor Vehicle’ CFR definition does not disqualify a Class-1 E-bike from being used on trails
in DNF. A Class-1 E-bike is not self-propelled. It only engages the motor assistance when a rider
pedals. Thus, in my apinion, the definition and issue needs to be revisited and the definition
either adjusted to include Class-1 E-bikes, or that DNF should embrace a rule change that allows
Class-1 E-bikes on all its trails and paved pathway systems.

Locally in Central Oregon, the Central Oregon Trial Alliance (COTA) is tacitly biased against any
E-bikes on any of the trails they maintain on public lands. This is unfortunate since  am a
member of COTA, and | value the work they do in creating, maintaining, and promoting the
sport of Mountain Biking. The case against E-bikes that | have heard and read about include the
concern that they may degrade single-track trails (eg spinning of rear wheels) and potentially
cause speeding incidents. While the potential for those E-bikes that are Class-2 & 3 could
potentially to do just that may be justified, that is simply not the case with Class-1 E-bikes.

The other case against E-bikes is that | have heard that mountain bike single-track ‘purists’ insist
that E-bikes will destroy the pure sport of human-powered mountain biking on single-track
trails. To that | say, the USFS public lands are for everyone, not just a select group of sports-
enthusiasts biased against a pedal-assisted E-bike for seniors who could use an assist to
continue to enjoy public trails. To those much younger riders who by my observation are intent
on as much speed as possible going downhill, | would suggest they take that specific interest to
Mt. Bachelor where ostensibly they can go as fast as they wish on the dedicated downhill
courses thereon.

It is also my observation on the DNF single-track trails that all level of riders are on the trails
from children to seniors. Thus, in the course of a day’s ride, some will be passed routinely by
those going faster, and that proximity of slower and faster pedaling cyclists should not upset
‘purists’, since the trails are not for sporting competitions only, but for everyday riders enjoying
our forest lands. Additionally, COTA has done a spectacular job of creating special zones in the
Phil’'s Complex for those who wish to embrace jumps and other challenging maneuvers and
terrain, while the vast majority of the single-track trails are for riders of all levels, and the trails
are marked according to difficulty as such. It is a shame as a senior with diminishing physical
stamina, that | cannot use a pedal-assisted E-bike on DNF single-track trails —and | am not
alone.

Locally here in Central Oregon there are others discussing the wish to have the assistance of E-
bikes as well. These needs are from the rapidly growing retirement community in our area. In












I am 68 years old and have been a bike enthusiast all mv life. Three years ago, 1
had a heart attack and an emergency triple bypass. My heart blood-pumping
function was rated as “tailure” after my surgery, and a subsequent pacemaker
implant has improved it up to “below average.” My cardiologist tells me that it
will never get back to “normal.”

I bought an electric mountain bike so that I have the stamina and confidence to
continue my bike riding enjoyment. My bike has “pedal assist ,” which means
that it has an electric motor that amplifies the torque provided by my legs. The
amplification can he selected in four ranges from “eco” to “turbo.” There is no
throttle, and my bike does not move unless 1 pedal it. The electric assist is
limited to a maximum 25 mile per hour, which I can reach only when going
downhill.

I've had multiple comments from avid mountain bike enthusiasts about my
electric bike ranging from neutral to hostile. The most aggressive being “If I ever
catch you on a trail, it's going to get ugly. Real ugly.”

Let me share with vou some of the reasons that 1 was given by people objecting
to my e-bike and my rebuttal. “You're going to be ripping up the trails.” No, my
bike has the same form, function and tires as mountain bike. “You're going to be
kicking up rooster tails.” No, I can't rev miy engine and spin out. “That’s just
cheating” Maybe, but my pedal assist is just like using a lower gear. “You're
going to be zooming by people”. No, I can’t go any faster on a single track than
you can. “I've got to use my muscles to go up hill.” Yes, and so do . “You need to
be physically fit to mountain bike.” Wow, that’s just snobbery. “There are lots of
forest roads where you can ride instead” So the trails were created for only a
select few? “The COTA trails are reserved for human-powered bikes.” Pedaling
my bike is not human powered?

The Central Oregon Trail Association’s mission is to provide for “human-
powered multi-use trails.” While an e-bike 1s considered a bicycle on a road,
COTA considers it a motorized vehicle on a single track trail.




































COTA’s mission is to develop, protect and enhance the Central Oregon
mountain bike experience through trail stewardship, advocacy, collaboration
and education. Since our founding in 1992, we have designed, built and have
stewardship/maintenance agreements on hundreds of miles of single-track
trails. While intended to be used primarily by mountain bikers, many others
enjoy the work COTA has pertormed over the past 25+ vears, including hikers,
trail runners and equestrians.

COTA works with many land managing agencies, such the US Forest Service
(Deschutes, Ochoco and Willamette National Forests), Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), Bend Parks and Recreation, Redmond Parks and
Recreation, City of Madras, City of Prineville, Crook County and a few others. In
each of these relationships, trail management policies (including usage
restrictions) are dictated by the specific land managers.

For instance, COTA has, in fact, built trails open to e-mountain bikes at the East
Hills Trail System in Madras, because the City of Madras allowed it.

Regarding the Phil's network and trails west of Bend, the land manager is
USFS/Deschutes National Forest. The USFS’s national policy states that electric
bikes are to be considered motorized vehicles, and therefore manages them
differently than human-powered mountain bikes. Thus, e-bikes are not allowed
on USFS trails managed for non-motorized use.

A different example can be seen in the Oakridge area, where some of the single-
track trails allow e-bikes. Here these trails are managed by the Willamette
National Forest as motorized trails and are open to motorcycles.

COTA's role has always been as a supportive organization, holding volunteer
agreements with the various land managers, including the local Forest Service
office. We follow the rules and regulations put forth by the USFS.

‘The Deschutes National Forest Trail Manager asked COTA for assistance in
funding and implementing a ‘No E-Bikes’ signage program. We provided
funding and volunteer labor to install the signs, which were approved by DNF.















