
To Concerned Payette National Forest Staff, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Stibnite Gold Project as part of the U.S. Forest 

Service's permitting process. This is an important project for Valley County and will have a significant 

impact on the community. As someone who explores, plays and cares about this region of Idaho's 

backcountry, I want to make sure the Stibnite Gold Project is done the right way. 

 

Access to public lands is a right extended to all Idahoans. This is something Midas Gold understands 

and has prioritized in their Plan of Restoration and Operations. While some of the Stibnite Gold 

Project will take place on public lands, Midas Gold has made a commitment to the community to 

ensure access is preserved to people’s favorite places. The company has promised to provide parking 

for winter recreationalists at their maintenance facility and submitted an additional plan to the U.S. 

Forest Service to allow Idahoans to continue to use Stibnite Road throughout the life of the project 

when it is safe. Their willingness to work with recreationalists to provide access gives me great hope 

for the future. 

 

Midas Gold wants to restore the rivers, wildlife and habitat near the Stibnite Gold Project site. We 

should let them. The Forest Service has given meaningful time to review the document and 

comment. Further extensions are not necessary and will only hurt Idahoans by delaying the benefits 

of the project. Please permit Alternative 2 of the Stibnite Gold Project as outlined in the draft 

Environmental Impact Statement. 

 

Please keep my comments in mind, 

 

 

Name: Walter Colburn 


