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activities, 1 certain practices can be shown to be causing unwarranted watershed
‘damago, those pratices should bo restricted in the areas in which such damago s
cceurring, Watkrihed protction should be n priorty n ai arces, mot. Jut thoss
With wilderness potential.
‘Opportunities fo increising water yield through vegetation manipulation which
exista under multiple-use managoment will be foregono under Wilderness. In recent
years demand for water has increased sharply in the intermountain, West, Manipu-
aion ffore cover s otatanding apportunity o nerase ow Howa Whch
ecur during the summer when demand f¢ gretest.
e. Other considarations
Congress must concern itsel with the distribution of costs and benefits among.
the various members of soeloty resulting from & resourco location decision. In
other words, who winds up paying the cost, and who derives the benefits? Studies
havo indicated that the users of \Vilderness aro a very small segment of tho total
popuiation, They e generaily well-cducuied "middlc o upger clas el
However, the individuals who end up paying the costs of & Wilderness area which
igifant area of proguckite oret ands are il these who' consume
ots.  When essential natural resources are withheld by srtificial
shartagesall consumens o those reseurees oy hough increased prict
“Thora I no reason that this has (o bo so. Ve can have both high quality Wilder-
ness and the use and benefit of our other abundant resources. But It takes planing
and o commitment to use lands for the purposo for which they are best sulte
To this end, we respectfully request that the Subcommittce not approve S. 393.
Senator Mercarr. Wo have another pancl. The panel of the
Montana Snowmobile Association: Mr. Martin Whalen, Bozeman,
Mont., Ms. Nina Smith, Mrs. Martin Whalen and Ms. Esther Nelson.

STATEMENT OF MARTIN F. WHALEN, BOZEMAN, MONT., REPRE-
SENTING THE GALLATIN VALLEY SNOWMOBILE ASSOCIATION

Mr. Witau
befors you today, You havo mado us quite huppy
which you took in.your opening statomont on
certainly support this amendment to your bill . X

In tho interest of furthering that support, we would like to continue
with our testimony, realizing that it Was written prior to our dis-
cussions with you.

Senator MErcar. Yes. We will continue to make legislative history
with appropriate_discussion and dialog of the language such, as that
which wo hed with Chief McGuire this morning so that there is no
doubt s to the intent of the legislation. - =~

Mr. WaLes. Thank you.

Senator MercaLr. Go ahead, Mr. Whalen.

Mr. Wraux. I am representing the Galiatin Valley Snowmobile
Association, an organization of snowmobilers whose object, according
to our bylaws is to promote and encourage the enjoyment of snow-
‘mobiling and fun for everyone through orgenized snow tours, rallies,
and races. It shall be our further object and purpose to forward the
dovelopment of safety, good sportsmanship, and good will. I am
presently vico president of this group.

With me today are three other. members of GVSA, and incidentally
the Montana Snowmobile Association, who will be giving you their
viows. Our expenses to_travel to Washington are being paid by
interested and concerned snowmobiler from the Gallatin Valley.

The date of this hearing was made known to us on April 28, at
our monthly meeting. We were asked to attend end that evening, a
fund drive wes started. Within this short time the funds were raised.

forest pr

“Thank you Senator for the opportunity to appear
with the actions
, and we would
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It was the most spontaneous response I have over seen on any drive,
o doubt because the issue wo ere hero to discuss is so vital to 50 many
of us, One point I would like to emphasize is that wo did not. ask, re.
ceive, or went any financial support rom anyone other than recreation-
alists. Tt was they who dug into their pockets to send us here to ex-
press their concern.

The concern of we snowmobilers is that portion of the proposed
Wilderness Study Act that states that all areas covered under the
study will be treated during the study period as wilderness as defined
in the Wilderness Act of 1964.

‘This means we will be forbidden the use of the area for snowmobiling
until such time as Congress acts on the results of this study. Under
tho proposed law tho study can take 5 years, the Prosident then has
2 .yoars to submit his recommendations to the Congress.

How long will it teke the Congress to act? I do not mean to b
critical, gontlomon, but T have hore a proposal for the creation of the
Spanish Poaks Wilderness Ares thatwasapproved by the Fores Service
with the support of the peoplo of the Gallatin areas and the State of
Montana. »

“This report is dated August 11, 1967, but has never been acted upon,

Senator Mzrcavr. Spanish Peaks, of course, is a primitive area and
will be administered as a wilderness area until Congress does incorpo-
rate it into the wilderness system or decide not to.

These other aress are not, but they would become study areas
analogous to that. I'm sorry to interrupt. Go ahead.

Mr. Waauex. That is all ight,

i appesrs vory possiblo tht, I this bil pasee £ will never again
snowmobilo over thoso areas that eventuslly will be excluded from
the wilderness classifiation as not, meeting wilderness requirements.

& good portion of the area in_question in the Gallatin
d s the area presently used extensively for snowmobiling;
should we be shut out?

o of the GVSA are not opposed to wilderness areas or the wilder-
ness study. On the contrary, we are in favor of them and have and will
continuo to support their creation. - &

T can speak from personal oxperience that there are arcas in the
Gallatin that should be made wilderness areas and I urge speedy
action to mako them such. My wife and T have been in those arens
many times during the 30 yeers the Gallatin has been our home.
We have enjoyed them immensely and pray that our children and our
children’s children can enjoy them as we have.

‘Wo have been over the greater part of the Gallatin Valley and are
probably as familinrwith s overy spoct e any Tamily can bo that

s used it a5 o family recreation srea these many years. Thus I can
speak with the knowledge of a layman familiar with the area that,
in my opinion, there are no areas that meet the definition of wilder-
ness ereas. that are being used presently by snowmobilers in any
numbers.

There ll\l{l be a few of the extremely hardy and venturesome ones
who, when the snow is as hard as this floor during the spring, made &
trip 'into_some of the real wilderness candidate areas to seo if the
could. Their travels there left no mark and when these areas are made
wilderness ‘areas, I'm sure they will obey the law and stay out.
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Tho arens 1 spene of us mocting tho dofintion o o wilderness
o the Upper Hyalite, the Taylor-Hilgard, the Lionhead, and, of
course, the Spanish Peaks Primitive Area. They are areas untram-
‘melled by man, which retain their primeval characteristics, have out-
standing opportunities for solitude, have a fragila ecosyztem, and are
totally federally owned as thela; Dacscrih

: icg#fow managing them T3PTe e
¥ lal usage, logging, or roed building. This fs as it
should be and we support,their action.

There are arcas in the high country that mect that same criteria
other then the ones T have mentioned and the proposed study will
bring them out. The Forest Service can then manage them until
Congress acts on the study. e

Conversely, the areas presently used by snowmobilers in the Galla-
tin do not meet_the requirements of wilderness. The areas have
meny roads, portions have been logged, there are some cabins, and
5.9 ares re State and, 67,300 are privatly owned.

Let's look at. the aress we of the GVSA are interested in retaining
for snowmobiling, Kirst s tho Taylor Higard—1 think I wil skip
over this since this has been mentioned in previous testimony.

‘Senator Mercavr. It will bo incorporated in the record.

Mr. WaaLex. The only thing I scould like to say is that the Big

Trail is & big portion of this area. We have standards we have to
follow and wo are lollowing them. :

Tn your packet, Senator, thers is o map propared by the Forest
Servico that shows the Big Sky Trail and we have outlined in groen
the portion of the trail that would be closed by tho Wilderness Study
Act as it is now written. Thero have been suggestions made that we can

0 around it, but since the aress in many cases go from the highway to

e ridge there is nowher else we can go.

In your packet, Senator, there is a map prepared by the Forest
Sorvie that shows the Dig Sky Tuail and we have ouilined in green
the portion of the trail that would be closed by the Wilderness Study
Act as it is now written. There have been suggestions made that, we
can go around it, but since the areas in many cases go from the high-
way o the ridge there i nowhare ese we cun go.

would ke to add that, the Forest Service has regulations on the
s of snowmobilesand motoreycles i all the areas they aro responsiblo
or.

Tor instance, we are required to stay on s clearly defined trail on
that part of the Big Sky Trail through the Elk Winter Rango in tho
Porcupine Drainage. We can leave the trail only to make an emergency
exit in caso of a broakdown or other problems.

This regulation is obeyed and s late os last month, both the Forest
Servico and the Montana Fish and Game Department have stated
in public meetings there huy been no ovidence snowmobiles have
disturbed the olk.

Our relationships with the Forest Service have been oxcellont, we
work togother in many ways and respect oach others needs and
problems.

Let me then summarize the feelings of the snowmobilers I represent.
‘We do not oppose any wilderness study. We oppose only that portion





