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Hello Erica. 

I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Steamboat Ski Area expansion project. 

Although it appears that this expansion is geared mostly towards winter recreation, shoulder season and summer recreation should not be ignored.

With climate change shortening winter seasons and lengthening summer, many lower elevation ski areas in Europe have changed their focus from skiing to biking. As the planet continues to warm, more and more resorts may have to follow that model. Already here in Steamboat, the summer days can be sweltering hot by mid-day in the valley and many locals, myself included, used to take the gondola up to ride the cross country trails higher on the mountain where the temps are significantly cooler. We still would if we could. 

The resort should plan for bicycle uploads on the new Wild Blue Gondola and USFS should include that in the permit in order to plan for the future, be inclusive to the community and to avoid singling out one user group that has been unjustly vilified and targeted. Passing any rules, laws or ordinances that are aimed at only one user and not all users, is discrimination and will fall on the wrong side of history. 

Not much displaces wildlife more than using the trails they created. Therefore it is imperative that the USFS plan for more trails on the Ski Area and near the summit that are open to the public and do not require a bike pass. Properly planned trails protect wildlife and resources by placing humans on a controlled path that avoids sensitive habitats and resources (http://www.rmc.ca.gov/grants/resources/trailshandbook.pdf). Without planning trails to protect wildlife and resources, people will bushwhack and meander through the forest using the path of least resistance, usually game trails. 

Thank You.
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