Steamboat Ski Area Project
c/o Erica Dickerman
2468 Jackson St
Laramie,WY 82070-6535

Submitted online: https://cara.ecosystem-management.org/Public/Commentinput?Project=58336

Re: Steamboat Resort Improvements Project #58336

August 9, 2020

Dear Ms. Dickerman,

I have reviewed the Steamboat Resort’s Improvements Project #58336 from July 9, 2020. Thank you for allowing the opportunity for comments on this proposal. There are several areas in this proposal that are concerning to me.

The Fish Creek Expansion area is specifically concerning to me. This is a pristine area that is home to abundant wildlife, including raptors, elk, moose and mule deer. CPW data shows that this area is an elk migration corridor, production area and summer range.  There are species of wildlife that also winters in this area and would be impacted and lose critical habitat.  According to Rocky Mountain Wild, this expansion would also impact the winter range for Columbian sharp-tailed grouse (Tympanuchusphasianellus columbianus) state species of special concern and USFS sensitive, the boreal owl (Aegolius funereus) USFS sensitive, the large-flower globe-mallow (Iliamna grandiflora), Rabbit Ears gilia, USFS sensitive, denning and winter habitat for Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis), and a nesting areas for American Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus anatum).  This expansion would cause permanent habitat fragmentation and loss. Summer use of this area would especially have a detrimental impact on this wildlife and the natural surroundings.   With people comes trash, vandalism and disrespect of nature, as we are seeing this summer.

Governor Jared Polis signed the executive order D2019 001, which protects these critical migration corridors. This expansion and egress could also funnel winter and summer use out of the Ski Area boundaries, and down into the Fish Creek corridor. 

I believe that this area should also be closely examined for its relationship to the proposed Trail #5 in the Mad Rabbit proposal. Because of the location of this trail, the analysis of this area should be evaluated in an EIS, rather than separate EAs. 

The potential summer use of the Wild Blue Gondola could greatly increase human traffic into the reverse side of the ski area into sensitive wildlife habitat. We need to guard against human encroachment of this area, specifically the Long Park Roadless Area. Because of altering the “undeveloped character of a Colorado Roadless Area,” an EIS should be required. 

I believe the plans for the Wild Blue Gondola should explicitly restrict summer use to help mitigate these issues. Summer use of the gondola could greatly impact use beyond the regulated Ski Area boundaries. 

I question whether the expansion and egress trail are necessary and appropriate. I have grave concerns about the gondola increasing human activity out of the Ski Area boundary.

Thank you, again, for allowing my comments.
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