Cloth (wet or dry), paper masks, and tissues will NOT
filter out wildfire smoke. Look for respirators (masks)
marked NIOSH with N95 or P100. They can be found
online, or in hardware, home repair, or drugstores.

* Respirators are not designed to fit children.
Facial hair prevents proper fit and reduces
effectiveness.

Ask your doctor before Throw mask away if If you are dizzy or nauseous, go
using if you have heart it's dirty or you find it to where there is less smoke
or lung kealth issues. difficult to breathe. and seek medical attention.

Use a respirator only after first trying other, more
effective methods to avoid smoke. That includes
staying indoors and reducing activity. When possible,
people at risk should move away from the smoke area.




'Follow these tips, especially if someone in your family
(including you!) has heart or breathing problems, is an
older adult or child, or is pregnant.

DO
+ Stay inside
+ Pay attention to local advisorie
check air quality (airmow.gov)

+ Set car A/C on recirculate ‘-L
(to keep smoke out)

+ Keep a supply of medicine and
non-perishable food

* Use a well-fitted N95 or P100
respirator if you go outside wh
is smoky

* Prepare to evacuate'if s
get too high h

Close windows and doors. Use a portable air cleaner
Close fresh intake on A/C units. | with HEPA filters properly
If your home Is too warm, try to | sized for a specific room,

stay with friends or relatives.

DON’T
X Play or exercise outdoors
X Fry or broil foods, which can add particles to indoor air
X Use a fireplace, gas logs or gas stove
X Smoke indoors
X Vacuum, it can stir up dust
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DIRECT FLAME

Depending on time
and exposure, direct
burning structures flame contact can
or plants can be ignite your home.

a mile ahead of a hot enough to ignite  The flaming front of
wildfire. They can a house without a wildfire is often
create spot fires direct flame contact.  not hot enough to
when they fand This is particularly ignite a house, but
on combustible challenging in plants under
materials, such densely populated windows ignited by
as leaves in your areas, where the embers or direct
gutter or plants heat from one flame can break
under your burning home can glass, allowing fire
windows. ignite the next. to enter the house.

RADIANT HEAT

Radiant heat
generated from

EMBER STORM

Embers are small
pieces of burning
material that can
travel more than

Embers are responsible for most damage during wildfires.
They can accumulate on your home, deck, or porch and ignite
plants, mulch, leaves, fencing, or furniture. They can also be
forced into gaps in the home
(e.g. attic vents or an open or broken
window) and burn the home from the
inside out. When this happens, there
can be little damage to the
surrounding vegetation, leaving people puzzled as to what
caused the home to bumn.

Embers cause the
majority of wildfire
home ignitions.

PHOTO CREDITS: INSURANCE [NSTITUTE FOR BUSINESS & HOME SAFETY {abowve left); TEMMESSEE DIVISION OF FORESTRY (center)
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WE'VE LEARNED FROM RECENT FIRES. HARDENING
YOUR HOME and keeping the 5 feet closest to your
house clear of flammable materials (including patio furniture
and décor) greatly improves its chance of surviving a fire.

Maintaining defensible space is the faw within 100 feet of
a home in wildfire-prone areas, and highly recommended
s house, or the

¥

elsewhere. If a garage, shed, your neighbor
property line is closer than 100
feet, it is especially important
to harden your home to reduce
vulnerability to radiant heat and
to work together with your
neighbors to reduce risk—a
great way to build community
while protecting assets.

See the California Fire Safe
Council, Defensible Space
brochure for more information.

KEY ELEMENTS OF DEFENSIBLE SPACE

v Keep your gutters and roofs clear of leaves and debris.

v Maintain a 5-foot noncombustible zone around
your home and deck.

v Break up fuel by creating space between plants,
and between the ground and the branches of trees.

v Mow grass to a height of 4 inches.

v Keep mulch away from the house. Bark mulch helps
plants retain water but ignites and becomes flying
embers during a wind-driven fire.

v During a wildfire move anything burnable—such as
patio furniture or gas BBQ tanks—30 feet away
from structures.
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