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Animal Emotions

The Link Between Violence Toward Nonhuman
Animals and Humans
The tragic church shooting in Texas is another example of "the link"
Posted Nov 06, 2017
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Updated November 9: 

Gunman claimed to buy animals for practice

The relationship between violence toward nonhuman animals (animals) and human animals (humans), often
called "the link" is well established (for scholarly essays please click here). I've written about this relationship in a
number of essays, most recently focusing on New Zealand's war on wildlife in which youngsters are being taught in
school and government-sanctioned events to harm and to call so-called pests.

(For more discussion please see "Long-Term Effects of Violence Toward Animals by Youngsters," "Imprinting Kids
for Violence Toward Animals," and "Violence Toward Animals: 'Can You Please Help My Daughter?'")

In an essay called "Animal Cruelty and Antisocial
Behavior: A Very Strong Link," I reviewed Eleonora
Gallon's book Animal Cruelty, Antisocial Behaviour,
and Aggression: More Than a Link that offers a
comprehensive review of what we know about the
link. She writes that 'the link' refers to the idea that
'acts of interpersonal violence are frequently
preceded by, or co-occur with, acts of cruelty to
animals, 'red flag' markers that previously were
ignored."

On Sunday November 5, 2017, there was a horrific
mass shooting in a church in Sutherland

Springs, Texas. Not too long after this tragic event made national and international news, I received a few emails
asking me if anyone had reported previous violence toward other animals by the alleged shooter. One person
wrote, "I bet he has a prior history of animal abuse, just like so many of his ilk." 

At the time I received these notes I couldn't find anything about prior animal abuse, however, just this morning in
my local paper in Boulder, Colorado, I saw an essay by Kirk Mitchell called "Gunman who killed 26 people in Texas
cited for cruelty to animals in Colorado." Mr. Mitchell writes that the suspect "was once cited for misdemeanor
cruelty to animals, according to criminal and voter records." After he completed his sentence the charge was
dismissed on March 16, 2016. 

How robust is the relationship between violence toward animals and violence toward humans?
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“Animal abuse does not inevitably lead to interpersonal violence but we must come to a
better understanding of the circumstances in which it does – for the sake of both animals and people.” (Frank
Ascione)
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I talked with a few people about "the link" and just how robust and predictive the relationship between violence
toward animals (VTA) and violence toward humans (VTH) truly is. While it's surely not 1:1 and prior VTA does not
inevitably lead to VTH, many people see a very strong relationship, and the case of the alleged Texas shooter is
another data point that can be added to the pile. Dr. Frank Ascione, one of the world's leaders in studying "the link,"
also agrees, and notes how both animals and people will benefit from learning more about it (you can read more
about Dr. Ascione and his numerous books and essays here). Nonetheless, there are compelling data showing that
there is a strong association between animal and human abuse.

One colleague and I talked about how to handle the information we have about "the link" so that profiling
individuals who have been accused and convicted of animal abuse isn't misused. We agreed that while there is a
"red flag," it's essential to gather more data and, as Dr. Ascione stressed, "we must come to a
better understanding of the circumstances in which it does, for the sake of both animals and people." Unfortunately,
but perhaps there is a silver lining to this dark cloud, some people in New Zealand are putting the relationship
between violence toward animals and violence toward humans to the test by possibly imprinting youngsters
toward violence toward animals. And, New Zealand does have significant problems with domestic violence.1

I hope that additional studies focusing on the link will clarify what's happening and hopefully generate robust
predictive data that clearly separate correlation from causation. Right now we just need to pay extremely close
attention to what we know and how it can be used, and move on so that both other animals and humans will
benefit.  2

The website for Women's Refuge states, "Domestic violence is a major human rights issue across the world, and
one of New Zealand’s most serious social issues. One in three women in Aotearoa will experience some form of
abuse within their relationship, with many more coming dangerously close." Another report published in December
2014 calls domestic violence in New Zealand "an epidemic" while another essay published on March 21, 2017,
notes that while there is much to be proud of in New Zealand, the fact is that New Zealand has "the highest rates
of family violence in the developed world." 

1

For more discussion on this topic please see "Texas shooter’s history of cruelty fortifies case for new animal
welfare laws."

2

About the Author

M B k ff Ph D i f it f l d l ti bi l t th U i it f C l d

US

https://www.coursehero.com/file/ptorcq/awareness-about-the-dangers-of-animal-abuse-and-the-link-it-has-with-many-other/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CsqWs6cMIX_mGJ-2x-AOAw4-QBarVrINehbnuivwK2aiK5ZIOEAEgusiZIGDJlvSNhKXAF6ABh97U9wLIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBMUCT9BFFWoo7UZHNRvfeFaLli-CiBc8-mj0N5cggS1XwNYbIrlFk1zpS7cYy4eLjizEOGeB8mafT__z96GmhnDPxyOenzRPpJ_XBRg3PfWuhMAO0dpUb_pZvyifpkEXLEGormywWyr_e9VFwzlFsW2F50CQ9T9mdcjR1tAI6K1-0wxTzv6w2-aGY79mlLufOtsmpqqkzEr0g5wlo4A8qJ9IV04YMtrIvny4J_bZrYAcBe70uGSvAp44DOVfUdEhtlJ31XkGDZXJkyvjIuAP6CDOdMJzAHVzNSlNVWRx0kXM0CMJZQI88sZ_bYndxEb8jMlJY7XQthr-v0-B7R9ox5mWNodEBe4rHbY-o8PAGWTIIvD6PFctdjAao3sZIAF00u1UKC4-Aoci9qX6yuTPAqKWYDh5VwUvb-oE2WlIp3oAMkCkJEd4RMAEm_LJ4eMC4AQBoAYugAfhoauIAagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG6gHwtob2AcA0ggJCIDhwGAQARgdsQnYUneF_8XZzYAKA5gLAcgLAYAMAdgTDIgUAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAAScORoBrp8Vud5B-LWpjWaMbqYlyv16q5ogFIOqkIz9wkBHMFKODWF7Xk2O1fe9IMrv0PNXsvAFKIeZrZJX9ldrnl35GNHRpLK17iveYx8MgAxJSozVIO9gnWkPSlX116HdKNFSCJzg_ZsdeXFtCMwsAI&sig=AOD64_2V9Mchmhie-AfoODTonZUh7pDs9g&client=ca-pub-3406605080325507&nb=9&adurl=https://brainable.com/quiz%3Fafid%3Dgdnu%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIuZ-P-7fD6gIV7Rh-Ch2A4QNSEAEYASAAEgI5Y_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CsqWs6cMIX_mGJ-2x-AOAw4-QBarVrINehbnuivwK2aiK5ZIOEAEgusiZIGDJlvSNhKXAF6ABh97U9wLIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBMUCT9BFFWoo7UZHNRvfeFaLli-CiBc8-mj0N5cggS1XwNYbIrlFk1zpS7cYy4eLjizEOGeB8mafT__z96GmhnDPxyOenzRPpJ_XBRg3PfWuhMAO0dpUb_pZvyifpkEXLEGormywWyr_e9VFwzlFsW2F50CQ9T9mdcjR1tAI6K1-0wxTzv6w2-aGY79mlLufOtsmpqqkzEr0g5wlo4A8qJ9IV04YMtrIvny4J_bZrYAcBe70uGSvAp44DOVfUdEhtlJ31XkGDZXJkyvjIuAP6CDOdMJzAHVzNSlNVWRx0kXM0CMJZQI88sZ_bYndxEb8jMlJY7XQthr-v0-B7R9ox5mWNodEBe4rHbY-o8PAGWTIIvD6PFctdjAao3sZIAF00u1UKC4-Aoci9qX6yuTPAqKWYDh5VwUvb-oE2WlIp3oAMkCkJEd4RMAEm_LJ4eMC4AQBoAYugAfhoauIAagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG6gHwtob2AcA0ggJCIDhwGAQARgdsQnYUneF_8XZzYAKA5gLAcgLAYAMAdgTDIgUAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAAScORoBrp8Vud5B-LWpjWaMbqYlyv16q5ogFIOqkIz9wkBHMFKODWF7Xk2O1fe9IMrv0PNXsvAFKIeZrZJX9ldrnl35GNHRpLK17iveYx8MgAxJSozVIO9gnWkPSlX116HdKNFSCJzg_ZsdeXFtCMwsAI&sig=AOD64_2V9Mchmhie-AfoODTonZUh7pDs9g&client=ca-pub-3406605080325507&nb=0&adurl=https://brainable.com/quiz%3Fafid%3Dgdnu%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIuZ-P-7fD6gIV7Rh-Ch2A4QNSEAEYASAAEgI5Y_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CsqWs6cMIX_mGJ-2x-AOAw4-QBarVrINehbnuivwK2aiK5ZIOEAEgusiZIGDJlvSNhKXAF6ABh97U9wLIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBMUCT9BFFWoo7UZHNRvfeFaLli-CiBc8-mj0N5cggS1XwNYbIrlFk1zpS7cYy4eLjizEOGeB8mafT__z96GmhnDPxyOenzRPpJ_XBRg3PfWuhMAO0dpUb_pZvyifpkEXLEGormywWyr_e9VFwzlFsW2F50CQ9T9mdcjR1tAI6K1-0wxTzv6w2-aGY79mlLufOtsmpqqkzEr0g5wlo4A8qJ9IV04YMtrIvny4J_bZrYAcBe70uGSvAp44DOVfUdEhtlJ31XkGDZXJkyvjIuAP6CDOdMJzAHVzNSlNVWRx0kXM0CMJZQI88sZ_bYndxEb8jMlJY7XQthr-v0-B7R9ox5mWNodEBe4rHbY-o8PAGWTIIvD6PFctdjAao3sZIAF00u1UKC4-Aoci9qX6yuTPAqKWYDh5VwUvb-oE2WlIp3oAMkCkJEd4RMAEm_LJ4eMC4AQBoAYugAfhoauIAagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG6gHwtob2AcA0ggJCIDhwGAQARgdsQnYUneF_8XZzYAKA5gLAcgLAYAMAdgTDIgUAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAAScORoBrp8Vud5B-LWpjWaMbqYlyv16q5ogFIOqkIz9wkBHMFKODWF7Xk2O1fe9IMrv0PNXsvAFKIeZrZJX9ldrnl35GNHRpLK17iveYx8MgAxJSozVIO9gnWkPSlX116HdKNFSCJzg_ZsdeXFtCMwsAI&sig=AOD64_2V9Mchmhie-AfoODTonZUh7pDs9g&client=ca-pub-3406605080325507&nb=7&adurl=https://brainable.com/quiz%3Fafid%3Dgdnu%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIuZ-P-7fD6gIV7Rh-Ch2A4QNSEAEYASAAEgI5Y_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CsqWs6cMIX_mGJ-2x-AOAw4-QBarVrINehbnuivwK2aiK5ZIOEAEgusiZIGDJlvSNhKXAF6ABh97U9wLIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBMUCT9BFFWoo7UZHNRvfeFaLli-CiBc8-mj0N5cggS1XwNYbIrlFk1zpS7cYy4eLjizEOGeB8mafT__z96GmhnDPxyOenzRPpJ_XBRg3PfWuhMAO0dpUb_pZvyifpkEXLEGormywWyr_e9VFwzlFsW2F50CQ9T9mdcjR1tAI6K1-0wxTzv6w2-aGY79mlLufOtsmpqqkzEr0g5wlo4A8qJ9IV04YMtrIvny4J_bZrYAcBe70uGSvAp44DOVfUdEhtlJ31XkGDZXJkyvjIuAP6CDOdMJzAHVzNSlNVWRx0kXM0CMJZQI88sZ_bYndxEb8jMlJY7XQthr-v0-B7R9ox5mWNodEBe4rHbY-o8PAGWTIIvD6PFctdjAao3sZIAF00u1UKC4-Aoci9qX6yuTPAqKWYDh5VwUvb-oE2WlIp3oAMkCkJEd4RMAEm_LJ4eMC4AQBoAYugAfhoauIAagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG6gHwtob2AcA0ggJCIDhwGAQARgdsQnYUneF_8XZzYAKA5gLAcgLAYAMAdgTDIgUAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAAScORoBrp8Vud5B-LWpjWaMbqYlyv16q5ogFIOqkIz9wkBHMFKODWF7Xk2O1fe9IMrv0PNXsvAFKIeZrZJX9ldrnl35GNHRpLK17iveYx8MgAxJSozVIO9gnWkPSlX116HdKNFSCJzg_ZsdeXFtCMwsAI&sig=AOD64_2V9Mchmhie-AfoODTonZUh7pDs9g&client=ca-pub-3406605080325507&nb=1&adurl=https://brainable.com/quiz%3Fafid%3Dgdnu%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIuZ-P-7fD6gIV7Rh-Ch2A4QNSEAEYASAAEgI5Y_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CsqWs6cMIX_mGJ-2x-AOAw4-QBarVrINehbnuivwK2aiK5ZIOEAEgusiZIGDJlvSNhKXAF6ABh97U9wLIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBMUCT9BFFWoo7UZHNRvfeFaLli-CiBc8-mj0N5cggS1XwNYbIrlFk1zpS7cYy4eLjizEOGeB8mafT__z96GmhnDPxyOenzRPpJ_XBRg3PfWuhMAO0dpUb_pZvyifpkEXLEGormywWyr_e9VFwzlFsW2F50CQ9T9mdcjR1tAI6K1-0wxTzv6w2-aGY79mlLufOtsmpqqkzEr0g5wlo4A8qJ9IV04YMtrIvny4J_bZrYAcBe70uGSvAp44DOVfUdEhtlJ31XkGDZXJkyvjIuAP6CDOdMJzAHVzNSlNVWRx0kXM0CMJZQI88sZ_bYndxEb8jMlJY7XQthr-v0-B7R9ox5mWNodEBe4rHbY-o8PAGWTIIvD6PFctdjAao3sZIAF00u1UKC4-Aoci9qX6yuTPAqKWYDh5VwUvb-oE2WlIp3oAMkCkJEd4RMAEm_LJ4eMC4AQBoAYugAfhoauIAagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG6gHwtob2AcA0ggJCIDhwGAQARgdsQnYUneF_8XZzYAKA5gLAcgLAYAMAdgTDIgUAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAAScORoBrp8Vud5B-LWpjWaMbqYlyv16q5ogFIOqkIz9wkBHMFKODWF7Xk2O1fe9IMrv0PNXsvAFKIeZrZJX9ldrnl35GNHRpLK17iveYx8MgAxJSozVIO9gnWkPSlX116HdKNFSCJzg_ZsdeXFtCMwsAI&sig=AOD64_2V9Mchmhie-AfoODTonZUh7pDs9g&client=ca-pub-3406605080325507&nb=8&adurl=https://brainable.com/quiz%3Fafid%3Dgdnu%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIuZ-P-7fD6gIV7Rh-Ch2A4QNSEAEYASAAEgI5Y_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CsqWs6cMIX_mGJ-2x-AOAw4-QBarVrINehbnuivwK2aiK5ZIOEAEgusiZIGDJlvSNhKXAF6ABh97U9wLIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBMUCT9BFFWoo7UZHNRvfeFaLli-CiBc8-mj0N5cggS1XwNYbIrlFk1zpS7cYy4eLjizEOGeB8mafT__z96GmhnDPxyOenzRPpJ_XBRg3PfWuhMAO0dpUb_pZvyifpkEXLEGormywWyr_e9VFwzlFsW2F50CQ9T9mdcjR1tAI6K1-0wxTzv6w2-aGY79mlLufOtsmpqqkzEr0g5wlo4A8qJ9IV04YMtrIvny4J_bZrYAcBe70uGSvAp44DOVfUdEhtlJ31XkGDZXJkyvjIuAP6CDOdMJzAHVzNSlNVWRx0kXM0CMJZQI88sZ_bYndxEb8jMlJY7XQthr-v0-B7R9ox5mWNodEBe4rHbY-o8PAGWTIIvD6PFctdjAao3sZIAF00u1UKC4-Aoci9qX6yuTPAqKWYDh5VwUvb-oE2WlIp3oAMkCkJEd4RMAEm_LJ4eMC4AQBoAYugAfhoauIAagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG6gHwtob2AcA0ggJCIDhwGAQARgdsQnYUneF_8XZzYAKA5gLAcgLAYAMAdgTDIgUAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAAScORoBrp8Vud5B-LWpjWaMbqYlyv16q5ogFIOqkIz9wkBHMFKODWF7Xk2O1fe9IMrv0PNXsvAFKIeZrZJX9ldrnl35GNHRpLK17iveYx8MgAxJSozVIO9gnWkPSlX116HdKNFSCJzg_ZsdeXFtCMwsAI&sig=AOD64_2V9Mchmhie-AfoODTonZUh7pDs9g&client=ca-pub-3406605080325507&nb=8&adurl=https://brainable.com/quiz%3Fafid%3Dgdnu%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIuZ-P-7fD6gIV7Rh-Ch2A4QNSEAEYASAAEgI5Y_D_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAWcW1tbW251bGwsWzIsMTNdLG51bGwsbnVsbCx0cnVlLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLHRydWVdLFtudWxsLCJodHRwczovL2dvb2dsZWFkcy5nLmRvdWJsZWNsaWNrLm5ldC9wYWdlYWQvY29udmVyc2lvbi8_-4pv8G_st0QKf7G36Tms6ydG0X-vDLPozL9IkdyPgRZFUD9SUwqSE2iWaODliJgkRIsEpnspuKpM0_LjEfo3ASuYuVY5Iwr92RNI6rtciS8ER3XLIuUGNYjfNfx3Lqfg6XIZUfJh2g0C4YzyvCUEwVU6wRMr-y8fNR00yY3QWyDtU7A0R_B9ofw7Q7xjLEaPx-J3pgSBMqO9dvXfil5IVt1pPhFlFu-e0gWul0BIuifv6panxRyfnH1evxDXTaeA7Jl0eTUN3egc87lEzpn9Uwx1f7BRV_z3yVkQ4kA55wrptOjgBDFHrkXoKLoFIpoFdLnp20dx3,J1WhoboZstYTwkqxFXq2XQ&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAWcW1tbW251bGwsWzIsMTNdLG51bGwsbnVsbCx0cnVlLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLHRydWVdLFtudWxsLCJodHRwczovL2dvb2dsZWFkcy5nLmRvdWJsZWNsaWNrLm5ldC9wYWdlYWQvY29udmVyc2lvbi8_-4pv8G_st0QKf7G36Tms6ydG0X-vDLPozL9IkdyPgRZFUD9SUwqSE2iWaODliJgkRIsEpnspuKpM0_LjEfo3ASuYuVY5Iwr92RNI6rtciS8ER3XLIuUGNYjfNfx3Lqfg6XIZUfJh2g0C4YzyvCUEwVU6wRMr-y8fNR00yY3QWyDtU7A0R_B9ofw7Q7xjLEaPx-J3pgSBMqO9dvXfil5IVt1pPhFlFu-e0gWul0BIuifv6panxRyfnH1evxDXTaeA7Jl0eTUN3egc87lEzpn9Uwx1f7BRV_z3yVkQ4kA55wrptOjgBDFHrkXoKLoFIpoFdLnp20dx3,J1WhoboZstYTwkqxFXq2XQ&source=display
https://facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=220580041311284&display=page&href=https%3A//www.psychologytoday.com/blog/animal-emotions/201711/the-link-between-violence-toward-nonhuman-animals-and-humans&redirect_uri=https%3A//www.psychologytoday.com/blog/animal-emotions/201711/the-link-between-violence-toward-nonhuman-animals-and-humans
https://twitter.com/share?text=The%20Link%20Between%20Violence%20Toward%20Nonhuman%20Animals%20and%20Humans%20%7C%20Psychology%20Today&url=https%3A//www.psychologytoday.com/blog/animal-emotions/201711/the-link-between-violence-toward-nonhuman-animals-and-humans&related=PsychToday
mailto:?subject=Psychology%20Today:%20The%20Link%20Between%20Violence%20Toward%20Nonhuman%20Animals%20and%20Humans&body=Hi,%0D%0A%0D%0AI%20thought%20you%27d%20be%20interested%20in%20this%20article%20on%20Psychology%20Today:%0D%0A%0D%0AThe%20Link%20Between%20Violence%20Toward%20Nonhuman%20Animals%20and%20Humans%0D%0Ahttps://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/animal-emotions/201711/the-link-between-violence-toward-nonhuman-animals-and-humans?eml%0D%0A%0D%0A%0D%0A---%0D%0AFind%20a%20Therapist:%20https://www.psychologytoday.com&destination=node/1108462
https://www.google.com/search?hl=en&q=Children+and+Animals:+Exploring+the+Roots+of+Kindness+and+Cruelty&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLRT9c3NErKS8vJMswBAJQ5l-UQAAAA&cad=h
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=the+link+between+violence+toward+animals+and+violence+toward+people&hl=en&as_sdt=0&as_vis=1&oi=scholart&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj4t5-KhPvUAhUM0YMKHcr-AzkQgQMIIjAA
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/stress
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/201707/imprinting-kids-violence-toward-animals
https://www.google.com/search?q=domestic+violence+in+new+zealand&cad=h
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/attention
https://womensrefuge.org.nz/domestic-violence/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/domestic-violence
http://www.aljazeera.com/humanrights/2014/12/domestic-violence-epidemic-new-zealand-2014129121339461174.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/90657034/nzs-highest-rate-of-family-violence-in-the-developed-world--amy-adams-has-had-enough
https://blog.humanesociety.org/wayne/2017/11/texas-shooters-history-cruelty-fortifies-case-new-animal-welfare-laws.html
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/experts/marc-bekoff-phd
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/experts/marc-bekoff-phd
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=us&cl=en


/

Marc Bekoff, Ph.D., is professor emeritus of ecology and evolutionary biology at the University of Colorado,
Boulder.

Online: marcbekoff.com, Twitter

Read Next

Kids and Dogs: Playing, Walking, and
Emotional Development

Chimps Use Tools for Termite Fishing
in 38 Different Ways

Teaching New Zealand
Kids to Kill Animals Is
Very Worrisome

Long-Term Effects of
Violence Toward Animals
by Youngsters

Imprinting Kids for
Violence Toward Animals

Good News For Animals
as We Move Into 2016

Violence Toward
Animals: "Can You Please
Help My Daughter?"

Youngsters Encouraged
to Kill Possum Joeys in
New Zealand

Most Popular

What Happens As We Are Dying? Three Traps People Use to Control You

Trauma and OCD Identifying the Covert Narcissist in Your
Life: A Checklist

Find a Therapist

Get the help you need from a therapist near you–a FREE service from Psychology Today.

Cities:

City or Zip

US

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/experts/marc-bekoff-phd
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/experts/marc-bekoff-phd
http://marcbekoff.com/
https://twitter.com/marcbekoff
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/202007/kids-and-dogs-playing-walking-and-emotional-development
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/202007/kids-and-dogs-playing-walking-and-emotional-development
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/202006/chimps-use-tools-termite-fishing-in-38-different-ways
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/202006/chimps-use-tools-termite-fishing-in-38-different-ways
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/201802/teaching-new-zealand-kids-kill-animals-is-very-worrisome
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/201802/teaching-new-zealand-kids-kill-animals-is-very-worrisome
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/201707/long-term-effects-violence-toward-animals-youngsters
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/201707/long-term-effects-violence-toward-animals-youngsters
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/201707/imprinting-kids-violence-toward-animals
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/201707/imprinting-kids-violence-toward-animals
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/201512/good-news-animals-we-move-2016
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/201512/good-news-animals-we-move-2016
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/201707/violence-toward-animals-can-you-please-help-my-daughter
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/201707/violence-toward-animals-can-you-please-help-my-daughter
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/201707/youngsters-encouraged-kill-possum-joeys-in-new-zealand
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/201707/youngsters-encouraged-kill-possum-joeys-in-new-zealand
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-right-mindset/202007/what-happens-we-are-dying
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/your-personal-renaissance/202007/three-traps-people-use-control-you
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-beginning-the-end/202007/trauma-and-ocd
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-narcissist-in-your-life/202007/identifying-the-covert-narcissist-in-your-life-checklist
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=us&cl=en


/

Are you a Therapist?
Get Listed Today

Atlanta, GA
Austin, TX
Baltimore, MD
Boston, MA
Brooklyn, NY
Charlotte, NC
Chicago, IL
Columbus, OH
Dallas, TX
Denver, CO
Detroit, MI
Houston, TX
Indianapolis, IN

Jacksonville, FL
Las Vegas, NV
Los Angeles, CA
Louisville, KY
Memphis, TN
Miami, FL
Milwaukee, WI
Minneapolis, MN
Nashville, TN
New York, NY
Oakland, CA
Omaha, NE
Philadelphia, PA

Phoenix, AZ
Pittsburgh, PA
Portland, OR
Raleigh, NC
Sacramento, CA
Saint Louis, MO
San Antonio, TX
San Diego, CA
San Francisco, CA
San Jose, CA
Seattle, WA
Tucson, AZ
Washington, DC

IQ Test: What Is Your IQ?
Answer 20 questions to �nd out!

Recent Issues

   

July 2020
magazine cover

May 2020
magazine cover

March 2020
magazine cover

Subscribe Today!

About Privacy Terms Accessibility United States

Psychology Today © 2020 Sussex Publishers, LLC

US

https://member.psychologytoday.com/us/signup?src=WWWCIT
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/ga/atlanta
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/tx/austin
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/md/baltimore
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/ma/boston
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/ny/brooklyn
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/nc/charlotte
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/il/chicago
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/oh/columbus
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/tx/dallas
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/co/denver
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/mi/detroit
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/tx/houston
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/in/indianapolis
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/fl/jacksonville
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/nv/las-vegas
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/ca/los-angeles
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/ky/louisville
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/tn/memphis
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/fl/miami
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/wi/milwaukee
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/mn/minneapolis
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/tn/nashville
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/ny/new-york
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/ca/oakland
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/ne/omaha
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/pa/philadelphia
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/az/phoenix
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/pa/pittsburgh
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/or/portland
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/nc/raleigh
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/ca/sacramento
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/mo/saint-louis
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/tx/san-antonio
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/ca/san-diego
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/ca/san-francisco
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/ca/san-jose
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/wa/seattle
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/az/tucson
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/dc/washington
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CBgSY6MMIX6z6As-v-QP_j4mgAqrVrINehbnuivwK2aiK5ZIOEAEgusiZIGDJlvSNhKXAF6ABh97U9wLIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBMECT9CgVyGT74w9FxsFg7V0oV14N0biX9VmwWI-B59EMGbqZd2GyXxmkN0zd40FxaYmdrJkpwMnnVxTy5QRPCzIf4uD5qM6I4ZqwtTApiGKNpYVIUkbWkUjj1lL7IZ4lD2L6TmKTocgL9sB-W3KNHZ5OB1TQgm5iC0BZcK__j3h7HP0PHTVgr4iXhbtXJExgzzbR7fuFv3kBOzaBUeN7EMIzENNsf5zmd_eVBbXgIQqdCFuEeEEFOF911GsrK4NKi4p1JyJGHyuMIoJ-dA5Ummty1RC1wRVZuKu2rcfruAa3C3N8p5CNbqlPTZ6b5K5VxHUYlIzrMXkzn6ZWBOKVNmZ0TXsQzmyyf6HznmoYN6b1zqvHGzwvWIhMloybgXBKR-cP587h9HA2yG3URl3sT_xVyHnPqFvJVFGIBqt1b0fKeNDwASb8snh4wLgBAGgBi6AB-Ghq4gBqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH8NkbqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgbqAfC2hvYBwDSCAkIgOHAYBABGB2xCdhSd4X_xdnNgAoDmAsByAsBgAwB2BMMiBQB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAAScORoiSroNgNMggBFjDYGvPg9PJQk6SowqVYSCJxj6TCvfCBqPpKaJUlPeUl8JqgcekfY8TRnS3UDhEHXCG2aCJDv_-GTwQGIyIk4gZ8ZULc5dIYIESkKaidAzScicPRQy13x5a0E4OmFcr6fm2UBTkA&sig=AOD64_2kvoLjpFPbMUPCEB-EAESFkqIyrw&client=ca-pub-3406605080325507&nb=9&adurl=https://brainable.com/quiz%3Fafid%3Dgdnu%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIrI6u-rfD6gIVz1d-Ch3_RwIkEAEYASAAEgIYBfD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CBgSY6MMIX6z6As-v-QP_j4mgAqrVrINehbnuivwK2aiK5ZIOEAEgusiZIGDJlvSNhKXAF6ABh97U9wLIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBMECT9CgVyGT74w9FxsFg7V0oV14N0biX9VmwWI-B59EMGbqZd2GyXxmkN0zd40FxaYmdrJkpwMnnVxTy5QRPCzIf4uD5qM6I4ZqwtTApiGKNpYVIUkbWkUjj1lL7IZ4lD2L6TmKTocgL9sB-W3KNHZ5OB1TQgm5iC0BZcK__j3h7HP0PHTVgr4iXhbtXJExgzzbR7fuFv3kBOzaBUeN7EMIzENNsf5zmd_eVBbXgIQqdCFuEeEEFOF911GsrK4NKi4p1JyJGHyuMIoJ-dA5Ummty1RC1wRVZuKu2rcfruAa3C3N8p5CNbqlPTZ6b5K5VxHUYlIzrMXkzn6ZWBOKVNmZ0TXsQzmyyf6HznmoYN6b1zqvHGzwvWIhMloybgXBKR-cP587h9HA2yG3URl3sT_xVyHnPqFvJVFGIBqt1b0fKeNDwASb8snh4wLgBAGgBi6AB-Ghq4gBqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH8NkbqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgbqAfC2hvYBwDSCAkIgOHAYBABGB2xCdhSd4X_xdnNgAoDmAsByAsBgAwB2BMMiBQB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAAScORoiSroNgNMggBFjDYGvPg9PJQk6SowqVYSCJxj6TCvfCBqPpKaJUlPeUl8JqgcekfY8TRnS3UDhEHXCG2aCJDv_-GTwQGIyIk4gZ8ZULc5dIYIESkKaidAzScicPRQy13x5a0E4OmFcr6fm2UBTkA&sig=AOD64_2kvoLjpFPbMUPCEB-EAESFkqIyrw&client=ca-pub-3406605080325507&nb=0&adurl=https://brainable.com/quiz%3Fafid%3Dgdnu%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIrI6u-rfD6gIVz1d-Ch3_RwIkEAEYASAAEgIYBfD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CBgSY6MMIX6z6As-v-QP_j4mgAqrVrINehbnuivwK2aiK5ZIOEAEgusiZIGDJlvSNhKXAF6ABh97U9wLIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBMECT9CgVyGT74w9FxsFg7V0oV14N0biX9VmwWI-B59EMGbqZd2GyXxmkN0zd40FxaYmdrJkpwMnnVxTy5QRPCzIf4uD5qM6I4ZqwtTApiGKNpYVIUkbWkUjj1lL7IZ4lD2L6TmKTocgL9sB-W3KNHZ5OB1TQgm5iC0BZcK__j3h7HP0PHTVgr4iXhbtXJExgzzbR7fuFv3kBOzaBUeN7EMIzENNsf5zmd_eVBbXgIQqdCFuEeEEFOF911GsrK4NKi4p1JyJGHyuMIoJ-dA5Ummty1RC1wRVZuKu2rcfruAa3C3N8p5CNbqlPTZ6b5K5VxHUYlIzrMXkzn6ZWBOKVNmZ0TXsQzmyyf6HznmoYN6b1zqvHGzwvWIhMloybgXBKR-cP587h9HA2yG3URl3sT_xVyHnPqFvJVFGIBqt1b0fKeNDwASb8snh4wLgBAGgBi6AB-Ghq4gBqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH8NkbqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgbqAfC2hvYBwDSCAkIgOHAYBABGB2xCdhSd4X_xdnNgAoDmAsByAsBgAwB2BMMiBQB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAAScORoiSroNgNMggBFjDYGvPg9PJQk6SowqVYSCJxj6TCvfCBqPpKaJUlPeUl8JqgcekfY8TRnS3UDhEHXCG2aCJDv_-GTwQGIyIk4gZ8ZULc5dIYIESkKaidAzScicPRQy13x5a0E4OmFcr6fm2UBTkA&sig=AOD64_2kvoLjpFPbMUPCEB-EAESFkqIyrw&client=ca-pub-3406605080325507&nb=7&adurl=https://brainable.com/quiz%3Fafid%3Dgdnu%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIrI6u-rfD6gIVz1d-Ch3_RwIkEAEYASAAEgIYBfD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CBgSY6MMIX6z6As-v-QP_j4mgAqrVrINehbnuivwK2aiK5ZIOEAEgusiZIGDJlvSNhKXAF6ABh97U9wLIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBMECT9CgVyGT74w9FxsFg7V0oV14N0biX9VmwWI-B59EMGbqZd2GyXxmkN0zd40FxaYmdrJkpwMnnVxTy5QRPCzIf4uD5qM6I4ZqwtTApiGKNpYVIUkbWkUjj1lL7IZ4lD2L6TmKTocgL9sB-W3KNHZ5OB1TQgm5iC0BZcK__j3h7HP0PHTVgr4iXhbtXJExgzzbR7fuFv3kBOzaBUeN7EMIzENNsf5zmd_eVBbXgIQqdCFuEeEEFOF911GsrK4NKi4p1JyJGHyuMIoJ-dA5Ummty1RC1wRVZuKu2rcfruAa3C3N8p5CNbqlPTZ6b5K5VxHUYlIzrMXkzn6ZWBOKVNmZ0TXsQzmyyf6HznmoYN6b1zqvHGzwvWIhMloybgXBKR-cP587h9HA2yG3URl3sT_xVyHnPqFvJVFGIBqt1b0fKeNDwASb8snh4wLgBAGgBi6AB-Ghq4gBqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH8NkbqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgbqAfC2hvYBwDSCAkIgOHAYBABGB2xCdhSd4X_xdnNgAoDmAsByAsBgAwB2BMMiBQB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAAScORoiSroNgNMggBFjDYGvPg9PJQk6SowqVYSCJxj6TCvfCBqPpKaJUlPeUl8JqgcekfY8TRnS3UDhEHXCG2aCJDv_-GTwQGIyIk4gZ8ZULc5dIYIESkKaidAzScicPRQy13x5a0E4OmFcr6fm2UBTkA&sig=AOD64_2kvoLjpFPbMUPCEB-EAESFkqIyrw&client=ca-pub-3406605080325507&nb=8&adurl=https://brainable.com/quiz%3Fafid%3Dgdnu%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIrI6u-rfD6gIVz1d-Ch3_RwIkEAEYASAAEgIYBfD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_YNtOMTgvfoz5h6a6Bn8BLIlK1Ext-5Ezas8DURBS7uA_Zf6YmISLjb81jsQsMSURrHzlyYm4TCjzHpag2XahQcERAK0vlEGe6anASfKRTLOdk6X9FfPLi_MxvBUSwgm9l3Z_b70hixnAmh3H47oVq1bTKwv7P5hVUBMD3LaA54Z47ZmtDptvzFW2CVYXACivDY3aVviG_ZTUI89uxR5NBHu7c5Dpg_aunLpf4rBrBQv3wlSgerL7bU2D3BDIkk7l-VNcRQZj3QQ7YNjijgMx5UNbxxsFCmce5LHoWSNJbMGh02MQFpjDe22UfSXUWXCtnL07un3SVBqEXb8,5aBiZBTVNrHV6uJxJzeENA&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_YNtOMTgvfoz5h6a6Bn8BLIlK1Ext-5Ezas8DURBS7uA_Zf6YmISLjb81jsQsMSURrHzlyYm4TCjzHpag2XahQcERAK0vlEGe6anASfKRTLOdk6X9FfPLi_MxvBUSwgm9l3Z_b70hixnAmh3H47oVq1bTKwv7P5hVUBMD3LaA54Z47ZmtDptvzFW2CVYXACivDY3aVviG_ZTUI89uxR5NBHu7c5Dpg_aunLpf4rBrBQv3wlSgerL7bU2D3BDIkk7l-VNcRQZj3QQ7YNjijgMx5UNbxxsFCmce5LHoWSNJbMGh02MQFpjDe22UfSXUWXCtnL07un3SVBqEXb8,5aBiZBTVNrHV6uJxJzeENA&source=display
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us
https://www.facebook.com/psychologytoday
https://twitter.com/psychtoday
https://www.instagram.com/psych_today/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/magazine/archive/2020/07
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/magazine/archive/2020/05
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/magazine/archive/2020/03
https://sik.pcdfusion.com/pcd/Order?iKey=4**WEB
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/about-psychology-today
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/privacy-policy
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/terms-use
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/accessibility
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=us&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=us&cl=en

