


Wetlands and Fens: 

Your office has stated that the Homestake Creek wetlands and fens are of extremely rare 
and of high value . The fens in the drainage are critical and are not able to be mitigated in 
any manner. This is supported by scientist, water engineers, conservation groups and 
others nationwide. The proponents have not given any data illustrating how they will 
address these irreplaceable fens 

Climate Change: 
Climate Change has had a profound negative effect on the Colorado River system, the 
West, the Nation and the World. The results are a serious decline in moisture over the past 
25 years. This has resulted in a 19% decline in flows in the Colorado River system. The 
proponents obtained the water right to the Homestake drainage in 1952. There is no 
question that this water right has also been reduced a substantial amount during the past 
25 years and as a result of Climate Change. 

Economic Values: 

Over the past 25 years, the economic value throughout the West Slope has grown 
substantially. Colorado is the number one life style state in the nation and a great deal of 
these values and resources can be found west of the Continental Divide. Outdoor 
recreation is a $62 billion dollar industry in the State and primarily a result of the public 
lands in the West Slope. This important resource is directly related to the ranching and 
fanning communities, small town environments, wildlife and fishery resources on the 
West Slope. 
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