June 2%, 2020

TO: Bill Avey - Forast Supervisor
Sara Mayben - Deputy Forest Supervisor
Peb Entwistle - Forest Plan Revision Team Leader

Helena - Lewis & Clark Nat'l Forest

FROM: Davidd. Murnian
1333 Ancient Tr.
Forest Grove, MT 59441

I offer the following comments on the Final Draft of the Helena-lewis
& Llark National Foepest. Plans

All 98,000 acres of the Big Snowies WSA needs te be designated as a
permanent Wilderness Area. The sudden plan to chep 31,000 acres aff the
HBig Snowies WSA without the support aof the majority of the American
public is not Democracy in action, it appears more like totalitarianism.

Just because tthe Trump Administration and other badly misguided peoliticians
have targeted National Monuments and Wilderness Study Areas to be
reduced and eventually eliminated against the wishes of the majority

aof American people does not mean the Helena-lLewis & Clark Nat!'l Forest.
needs ta fall in line with this insidious repressive policy to deprive

the American people of our increesingly precious public lands.

The Helena-Lewis & Clark Nat'l Forest shauld_not he participating in
the Trump Administration"s course of illegal asction to remove WSAs and
National Manuments. WSAs and;ﬁﬁiunal Mpnuments are part af our rightful
heritage and Helena-tLewis & Elark Nat"l Forest's plan to designate only
67,000 acres of the Big Snowies as Wilderness gives & great victaory to
hete groups, militia organizations and white supremicists (disguised
under the seemingly benign term "Alt~ihite,") all of whom wish to rid
the American landscape of public lands.

Helena - Lewls & Glark Nati'l Forest: should not he playing these oppressive
palitical games with our WSAs.

Lewistown, adjacent:cmmmunities; countless farms and ranches all through

Central Montana depend on the pure water generated in the Big Snowies
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and flowing out on all sides in creeks, streams, acquifers, water
tables.keeping all 98,000 acres a@s Wilderness guarantees the high
guality, of water for all Central Montana people.

There ape several misguided/short sighted politicians who would like

to ruin the 31,000 acres of National Forest Helena-Lewis & Clark Nat'l
Forest wants to chop from the 98,000 scres of the Hig Snowies WSA, wunder
the guestionable disguise of "Jjobs" and "mineral development" and

"timher harvest" and "recreatlon.”

I have seen the permanent damage done by so-called "timber harvests"
on National Forests, BLM and State Lands in Central Montana. In gvery
case, nearly as much timber is wasted im so-galled huge "slash piles™
as is harvested. Let's prevent that from happening in and around the
Big Snowies by designating all 98,000 acres as Wilderness.

I have witnessed numerous large commercial mining projects around
Central Montana and the state. Places like the North Moccasins, the
Little Rockies, Butte, Golstrip, Roundup (the Bull Mountains). In
every. gase, water has been: poisoned for the long term, acguifers

have beem destroyed, soil has been permanently contaminated, vegetation
and forests ruined for generations. Let's prevent that and have all

98,000 acres off the Big Snowies WSA permanently designated as Wildermess.

I have witnessed fipst. hand how current logging practices ruin acguifers,,
watersheds, cause massive soll erosiaon, dry up natural flowing springs,
bring in pine beetles en masse, bring in noxious weeds. Let us avoid
that: by keeping all 98,000 agres of the Big. Snowies WSA intact.

I have sesn the effeect off road vehicles on our National Forests; The
damage is extensive. In. contrast, long term damage ta trails in National
Forests by horsemen and wamen can be extensive, BUT, Back Uountry
Horsemen take responsibility for any damage eaused by long term trail
use by, horses, and they consistently repair ftirails. I have yet to see
an aff read vehicle user take any responsibility for danmage caused an

public lands by orus.

There needs to be Wilderness protection for the Deep Creek~Tenderfoot
WSA along the Smith River, the Middlie Fork of the Judith W5A, and in



Helena-lLewis & Clark Nat'l Forest Plan 3

the Elkhorn Mountzins.

In the Big Belt Mountains, Camas Creek and the Baldy-Edith: regions need

to be designated @s Wilderness Areas.

Deep Creek-Tenderfoot and Middle Fork Judith. ape prime locations for
Wilderness designatien, given that over a thousand elk migrate into
or through these W5As and the Smith River, thousands of Montanans apply

for permits to float this scenic river.

ALl 78,000 acres of the Elkhorn WSA needs to be designated as Wildernesss.

All of these WBAs provide pure water for numerous communities, allow

fish and wildlife to thrive at a time when specles are going extinct
across the nation and around the world. At a time when songbirds are
declining rapidly maostly due to habitat leoss, these WS5As are now providing
vital songbird habitat. These WSAs currently offer invaluable places

for hikers, hunters, backcountry horsemen and women, cross caountry

skiers, photographers, artists at a time when we need these areas more

than ever.

I am requesting that: Helena-Lewis & Clark Nat'l Forest not deprive us

of any of our priceless Wilderness Study Areazs.

Thank you far this opportunity to offer comments and critigue of the
Helena=bLewis & Clark Nat"l Forest Final Draft Plane.

Most sincerely,
Y N w2
e

David J. Murtdan



