June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Alicia Zeringue
338 Cleveland PI.



Carbondale, CO 81623
(307) 259-4836



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Janet Guthrie
PO Box 505



Aspen, CO 81612
(970) 925-5078



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Susanne Amichaux
0163 County Rd. 132



Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
(970) 618-1780



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Brian Field
10040 Raritan Way



Thornton, CO 80260
(303) 439-2426



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Cheri Ayers
P.O. Box 2904



Avon, CO 81620
(970) 331-1886



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Sloan Shoemaker
1071 County Road 111



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 618-6022



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Martha Izzo
Kinney Creek



Evergreen, CO 80439
(720) 271-5731



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Jane Hart
1260 Crystal Bluffs Loop



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 963-1353



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Shar Brodbelt
2433 Santa Rosa Lane



Grand Junction, CO 81507
(303) 906-5011



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Philip Luccock
6247 E. Long Place



Centennial, CO 80112
(720) 984-3605



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Donna Bonetti
1170 Monroe Dr Apt B



Boulder, CO 80303
(720) 565-9291



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Ann Marie Gambino
1219 2nd St



Paonia, CO 81428
(970) 276-5409



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my intense opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. This is a rare and special. The time of
usurping all the resource flows of the Earth to exclusive must end. We cannot treat our
mountains as an endless font harnessed to slake human greed. | am concerned that the
proposed drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens,
fragile alpine creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also strongly
oppose any removals of wilderness designated lands, or any nearby lands, for that matter,
from the Holy Cross Wilderness Area. The time of dam building is over. It's time, rather to
rein ourselves and live within our means, not routinely weekly to live beyond them. he
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also deeply worried about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is egregious in the extreme: it will have significant impacts on
resources, from fens to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations
and federal law. | demand that you begin a well publicized process to map fens in the
project area, and that you conduct an Environmental Assessment to more fully consider
the impacts of the geotechnical investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas
in Homestake Valley.



I know the mission of the FS is multifold. With the burgeoning population in Colorado, it is
long past time to put your energies towards preservation of habitats and watersheds.
Enough is enough.

Sincerely,

Mitchell Gershten MD
15426 Fire Mountain Rd
Paonia, CO 81428
(970) 527-5741



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my STRONG opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to
conduct geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am DEEPLY concerned that
the proposed drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens,
fragile alpine creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them.

| also worry that the dam project (which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of
the Holy Cross Wilderness Area, that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado
Roadless Area, and that the dam will cause IRREVERSIBLE damage to wetlands, fens
and Eagle River watershed, as well as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”

The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area.

The Forest Service must update its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and
accurately analyze impacts to this rare ecosystem BEFORE ALLOWING ANY DRILLING
OR OTHER ACTIVITIES.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is DAMAGING ON A NUMBER OF LEVELS: it will have significant
Impacts on resources, from fens to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service
regulations and federal law.

| ask that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct
an Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical



investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,

Adele Riffe

22927 Hwy 140
Hesperus, CO 81326
(234) 567-8900



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm an ecologist, and do research in an area similar to, and not too far away from, the
wetlands on Homestake Creek. Protection of wetlands has been an important goal of the
community in Gunnison County, where | work, and it has been largely successful. High-
altitude wetlands and fens are particularly fragile, given the short growing season,
susceptibility to drought, and long recovery times following major disturbance.

| am writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an



Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,

David Inouye

38213 Highway 133
Hotchkiss, CO 81419
(970) 260-6159



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Michael Miller
8431 Waterleaf Lane



West Chester, OH 45069
(513) 860-0164



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Linda Millet
96 Trap Lane



Columbia Falls, MT 59912
(406) 250-6295



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
steve tullar
283 Crystal Canyon Dr



carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 927-1977



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Judie Blanchard
905 Melissa Ln



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 963-5779



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Roy Ferguson
2828 S Heather Gardens Way Apt B



Aurora, CO 80014
(303) 752-1785



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Michael Benge
P.O. Box 1972



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 948-0552



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Ann Black
66 Emmy Lane



Snowmass Village, CO 81615
(970) 429-4440



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Lindi Mereness
14510 2900 Rd



Hotchkiss, CO 81419
(970) 200-4332



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

As a boater and a hiker who appreciates wilderness and roadless areas, | am opposed to
the proposed dam-building activities in the Homestake Creek watershed.

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.



Sincerely,

Brian Inouye

PO Box 2510

Crested Butte, CO 81224
(970) 349-5801



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
josh Kuhn
908 Jasmine PI



Apt S-37
Lafayette, CO 80026
(615) 483-9041



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. The intrusion into a Roadless Area
during these investigations can cause irreparable harm and the request by Homestake
Partners to eliminate wilderness area acreage for this project should be a non-starter.

| am deeply concerned that the proposed drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to
wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and
around them. | also worry that the dam project (which this drilling supports) will involve
removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area, that the dam walls will intrude into a
designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the dam will cause irreversible damage to
wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well as the humans and animals that rely on
it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical



investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,

Andrew Henrichs

1130 Vitos Way
Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 309-1767



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Katey M. Buster
no snailmail: P.O. Box 2747



Grand Junction, CO 81502
(970) 343-9001



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Hensley and James Peterson
P.O Box 1714



Aspen, CO 81612
(970) 925-6024



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Janet Rutigliano
P.O. Box 67



Ridgway, CO 81432
(303) 437-7245



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

My husband and | lived at the fork of the Merced and the South Fork rivers for 20 years.
We knew it's rhythms and the affect of every season on everything around it. The plants,
the wildlife. Everything is connected.

This particular area is not replaceable. It may not even be repairable from major disruption.
A thorough, encompassing study should be REQUIRED

That study should be open to review and comment by all interested parties.

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant

adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine creeks, and the wildlife,
which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project (which this drilling
supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area, that the dam walls
will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the dam will cause
irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well as the humans
and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask



that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Marianne Huntee
1 Cinnamon
Rpv, CA 90275
(310) 377-1653



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
NORMA OLSEN
1545 Gateway Rd



Snowmass, CO 81654
(970) 927-3542



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
K Dixon
PO Box



Walnut Grove, CA 95690
(505) 860-0349



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Mary Burns
55River Pines Ct



Edwards, CO 81632
(970) 390-0665



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Mary Burns
55River Pines Ct



Edwards, CO 81632
(970) 390-0665



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Stowell
1430 Haystack Way



Lafayette, CO 80026
(303) 506-2466



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Mary Keithler
11322 E. Ida Act.



Englewood, CO 80111
(303) 777-1111



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Aron Ralston
Business Owner



928 Mapleton Ave
Boulder, CO 80304
(970) 319-9030



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Cammy Colton
15282 Newton Drive



Overland Park , KS 66223
(913) 208-9963



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Doug L Wheat
420 W Ridge Dr



Woodland Park, CO 80863
(719) 337-8872



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Lee Pruitt
writer/editor/photographer



PO Box 8649
Aspen, CO 81612
(303) 808-9894



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Nancy and Henry Goetze
P.O. Box 8572



Avon, CO 81620
(970) 926-0204



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Roxanne Yates
PO Box 1657



Paonia, CO 81428
(970) 260-7501



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Laurie Loeb
318 Garfield Ave



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 963-2798



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Robert Pazik
365 Oak Run Rd



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 379-3026



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Justin Hess
1219 2nd St.



Paonia, CO 81428
(970) 527-5801



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
june bullied
100 high park avenue, apt. 403



toronto, ON m6p 2s2
(416) 766-9873



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Johanna Mueller
129 Aspen Vig



Aspen, CO 81611
(970) 404-0072



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Gerda Kettner
2022 Stanley Ct.



Schaumburg, IL 60194
(224) 650-1171



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Carla Behrens
904 Little Leaf Ct



Longmont, CO 80503
(720) 494-1463



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Allen Decker
308 Toke Lane



Creede, CO 81130
(719) 658-0999



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Meriel Meehan
503 Sunshine Lane



Evergreen , CO 80439
(303) 910-8551



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Meriel Meehan
503 Sunshine Lane



Evergreen , CO 80439
(303) 910-8551



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Shelley Hall
2612 Cortina lane



Vail, CO 81657
(970) 390-8752



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Sherry Herrington
Melissa Ln



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 963-3640



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Susie and Hans Lindbloom
19 Crystal Road



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 309-1588



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Eric Ringsby
514 N Third St



Aspen, CO 81611
(970) 920-1623



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Dewey
P.O. Box 4172



Telluride, CO 81435
(970) 519-0021



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Tom Penzel
524 Graceland Dr



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 319-4952



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
David Lien
3615 Cranswood Way



Colorado Springs, CO 80918
(703) 303-6596



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Betty Delaney
203 Haystack Road



Glenwood Springs , CO 81601
(970) 945-9614



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
John Cornely
3 Cliffrose



Larkspur, CO 80118
(303) 933-9861



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Deborah Kreuser
3818 S Miller Ct



Denver, CO 80235
(720) 999-1705



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Nils Osterberg
66 Kass Rd.



Harrison, NY 10528
(914) 330-2987



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Erin Langley
4 Pan American Ave



Paonia, CO 81428
(913) 515-9454



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Michele Peterson
255 Little Pinon



Basalt , CO 81621
(970) 987-1663



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Shelly Catterson
PO Box 405



Pinecliffe, CO 80471
(303) 502-7741



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Resnick
332 Main St



Minturn, CO 81645
(215) 779-5123



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
helen barker
154 hillside dr



silverthorne, CO 80498
(970) 485-3736



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Chris Moore
2126 S. Josephine St



Denver, CO 80210
(303) 744-2813



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Gayle Embrey
416 River Bank Ln



Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
(970) 948-5703



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

Homestake réservoir and the surrounding area is a beautifull, special area that needs all
the protection we can give it. I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake
Partners’ proposal to conduct geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am
deeply concerned that the proposed drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to
wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and
around them. | also worry that the dam project (which this drilling supports) will involve
removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area, that the dam walls will intrude into a
designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the dam will cause irreversible damage to
wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well as the humans and animals that rely on
it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,



Peter Looram

280 Glen Eagles Rd
Aspen, CO 81611
(970) 920-1749



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

| strongly oppose the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct geotechnical investigations
in Homestake Valley.

Do we have to address such intrusions over and over?

| am deeply concerned, and you should be, too, that the proposed drilling will cause
significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine creeks, and the
wildlife that lives in and around them.

| also worry that the dam project (which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of
the Holy Cross Wilderness Area, that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado
Roadless Area, and that the dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and the
Eagle River watershed, as well as the humans and animals that rely on it. | am one of
these humans.

Aren't you supposed to be protecting these places? At the very least, you should push for
an environmental assessment.

| have been working on environmenatal issues for 50 years. Sometimes it seems like we're
taking two steps backward for everyone forward.

We do not need more drilling. We do not need more dams. We need wild ecosystems!



The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,

Katherine (Kay) Delanoy
P.O. Box 144

Eagle, CO 81631

(970) 471-0188



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Doug Gaddis
502 Marion



Denver, CO 80218
(303) 304-6621



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Sandy Johnson
51 overlook drive



aspen, CO 81611
(970) 925-6191



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Mike Browning
3186 Galena Way



Boulder, CO 80305
(303) 408-0995



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Kathryn and Bruce Baker
536 Oak Ridge Road



536 Oak Ridge Road
Snowmass Village, CO 81615
(970) 923-3740



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
J. Moore
Box 2653



Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
(970) 994-3395



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

| am paying attention to this vote, and following this issue -- and, | VOTE!

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,



J. Moore

Box 2653

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
(970) 994-3395



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Marjorie Comer
3108 Hager Lane



Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
(970) 945-1225



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Gerry Arnold
112 Pine Place



Gypsum, CO 81637
(970) 331-1898



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Ellen Hunt
330 Lake Ave



Aspen, CO 81611
(970) 925-8838



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Lara Whitley
36 Bus Barn Lane



Aspen, CO 81611
(970) 309-8908



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Lora Zeis
3614 Montrose Blvd. Unit 802



Houston, TX 77006
(832) 647-1807



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Glenn Randall
2945 Colby Dr



Boulder, CO 80305
(303) 499-3009



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
John and Maggie Hillman
178 Arrowhead Bluff



Silverthorne, CO 80498
(970) 262-6820



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Laurie Michaels
Box 158



Woody Creek, CO 81656
(970) 948-8148



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Karen Schreiber
73 Rocky Rd



Carbondale, CO 81623
(720) 495-8000



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

We are passed the point of wise use. Building another dam — even the work to investigate
it — is a flagrant disregard of all climate change reports. Leave the water where it is,
maintain wetlands.

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.



Sincerely,

Seth Goddard

544 Graceland Dr.
Carbondale, CO 81623
(415) 272-7384



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Eric Steacy
317 N Spruce St



Gunnison, CO 81230
(510) 301-7585



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Mike Stranahan
148 Riverdown Dr.



Aspen, CO 81611
(970) 923-3437



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Brad Larochelle
P.O. Box 3448



Breckenridge, CO 80424
(970) 485-1765



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Jacob Litoff
58 Union St.



Millis, MA 2054
(508) 376-4761



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Mary O'Brien
P.O. Box 770644



Steamboat Springs, CO 80477
(720) 226-8134



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Cara Anderson
2445 Juniper Ave



Boulder, CO 80304
(303) 444-6123



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Rick Herrington
689 Melissa Ln



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 963-3640



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Sue Edelstein
678 Northbridge Dr



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 963-2163



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
TOM OKEN
463 Meadow Rd



463 Meadow Rd
Snowmass village, CO 81615
(970) 923-5274



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Maggie Rerucha
10520 Livingston Dr



Northglenn, CO 80234
(303) 254-8735



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Rob Norville
1505 River Bend Way



New Castle, CO 81601
(970) 390-8218



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Mary Dominick
P.O. Box 5082



Aspen, CO 81612
(970) 948-8501



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Karen Larsen
6857 S Bannock St



Littleton, CO 80120
(303) 794-8477



June 25, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Julia Gillett
950 East 32nd St,



Apt 210
Durango, CO 81301
(970) 318-0074



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Mary Chester
275 Sierra Vista



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 379-5777



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Tatyana Stevens
23264 Two Rivers



Basalt , CO 81621
(970) 429-1473



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Pamela Johnston
2015 Coweeta Church Rd.



Otto, NC 28763
(828) 524-0076



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Jean Peterson
P.O. Box 1930



Edwards, CO 81632
(970) 376-7189



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Peggy Wynn
122 Bag End Road



Hendersonville, NC 28739
(828) 458-0576



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Ariel Wynn
122 Bag End Rd



Hendersonville, NC 28739
(828) 243-5977



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Gareth Wynn
122 Bag End Road



Hendersonville, NC 28739
(828) 243-5977



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Bobby Wynn
122 Bag End Road



Hendersonville, NC 28739
(828) 243-5977



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Chao
3807 Brush Creek Drive



Lawrence, KS 66047
(785) 842-3115



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

As a professional hydrogeologist with 35 years experience, I'm writing to voice my strong
opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct geotechnical investigations in
Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed drilling will cause significant
adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine creeks, and the wildlife,
which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project (which this drilling
supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area, that the dam walls
will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the dam will cause
irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well as the humans
and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Wayne Goin



61006 JAY JAY RD
MONTROSE, CO 81403
(970) 240-8078



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Michelle MacKenzie
980 Berkeley Ave



Menlo Park, CA 94025
(650) 504-1111



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
William Hanks
73 Cherokee Ln



0073 Cherokee Lane, Carbondale, CO
Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 963-2011



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Karen Pecsok
7482 State Route BB



West Plains, MO 65775
(417) 293-9310



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Camelia Mitu
Bucharest



Bucharest, OT 04444
(012) 345-6789



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Bill Ikler
PO Box 873



Nederland, CO 80466
(303) 258-3858



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Derrick Wiemer
P.O. Box 5514



Eagle, CO 81632
(970) 343-2208



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Dave Krupa
3714 Delaware Ave



3714 Delaware
Flint, Ml 48506
(810) 743-4037



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Roberta Engel
17 Morning Rd.



West Kingston, RI 02892
(401) 932-1888



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Tracy Bennett
720 Hearthstone Dr.



Basalt, CO 81621
(970) 927-4189



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Judy Botinovch
Retired



164 Dakota Meadows Dr.
Carbondale, CO 81623
(979) 618-8878



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Janet Krische
605 W 9th PI



Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
(970) 309-5684



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Jeannie Hauff
Box 811



Edwards, CO 81632
(970) 390-8596



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Marcie and Robert Musser
557 N. Mill St., Suite 201



ste 201
Aspen, CO 81611
(970) 925-3716



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Patti Sundermann
1500 Mountain Drive



Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
(712) 790-6017



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Richard Stumpf
210 Garfield Ave



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 928-0550



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley

Dear Ms. Gilles

STOP WATER GOING TO THE FRONT RANGE!

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical



investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,

Matthew Donovan

P.O. Box 1532, 1015 West squaw creek rd
Edwards, CO 81632

(970) 904-6288



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Vernon Batty
1160 Majestic Dr



Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
(719) 433-7262



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
JB Leach
772 Calgary Way



Golden, CO 80401
(720) 261-8155



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Kate Skinner
PO Box 46173



Madison, WI| 53744
(608) 238-8363



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Kaitlyn Merriman
1622 Matterhorn Circle



Vail, CO 81657
(720) 600-9197



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Carolyn Yates
2702 Purple Mountn Ln



Fort Collins, CO 80528
(720) 280-7278



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them.

The current administration in Washington has already done irreparable damage to our
environment by gutting key features of the Clean Air and Water Acts. It has already
removed key protections for wetlands.

You already know that this drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands,
wildlife and fens. | am asking you to show some guts and do the right thing by this
beautiful area. At the very least, slow down and actually analyze the damage that this
project will do. Aurora, et al, can wait a while longer while you do due dilligence for this
special area.

PS - Have the Partners put any proposals on the table for water conservation policy &
practice at their end, or is their easiest option just to drain our water resources?

Thanks - Cliff Colia

Sincerely,

Cliff and Nancy Colia

53 W. Sunlight Ct.

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
(970) 945-6052



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Beth Cashdan
82 Northway Dr



Aspen, CO 81611
(970) 925-4069



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Paul D'Amato
82 Northway Dr.



Aspen, CO 81611
(970) 925-4069



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Chris Talbot-Heindl
1635 Cook St



Denver, CO 80206
(555) 555-5555



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Sundae Morse
603 3rd St. W.



Northfield, MN 55057
(507) 645-0884



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Scott Braden
587 21 1/8 Rd



Grand Junction, CO 81507
(720) 530-7473



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Holly McLain
1844 Upper Cattle Creek Rd



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 948-2151



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Anne Brown
1941 Alpine Drive



Vail, CO 81657
(949) 922-5526



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Carol Duell
64 Nighthawk Wood



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 963-2541



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
George Wear
PO Box 1743



Glenwood Springs, CO 81602
(970) 274-2466



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Les Kuhn
92 Red Dog Rd.



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 963-1388



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Rich Slivka
236 Bristlecone Dr.



Denver
Carbondale, CO 81623
(303) 910-9559



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Dorsey Moore
artist



47 N Cedar St.
Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 510-5499



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
edward sullivan
PO Box 1324



aspen, CO 81612
(970) 925-1021



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
tom stiles
301 Slopeside Ln



PO Box 6983
snowmass vlg., CO 81615
(970) 923-0745



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Barry Oaks
86313 Franklin Blvd.



Eugene, OR 97405
(541) 736-7270



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Kathy Groth
2108 S. Joliet Ct.



2108 S. Joliet Ct.
Aurora, CO 80014
(303) 751-0089



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
LORI WILLIAMS
20 Pioneer Pt



Old: 332 Linden Circle (2-26-15 RM)
Carbondale, CO 81623
(505) 259-0189



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
MARY HARRIS
345 COLORADO AVE



CARBONDALE, CO 81623
(970) 963-0319



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Melanie Finan
PO Box 1442



Carbondale, CO 81623
379-6625



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
nan kelly
16331 Grange Rd



paonia, CO 81428
(970) 618-8842



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Maya Kurtz
336 Park Drive



Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
(970) 230-9079



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Debbie King
P.O. Box 2534



Edwards, CO 81632
(970) 926-4215



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Hartson Doak
921264 Makakilo Dr., #84



96226 Waiawa Rd #43
Kapolei, HI 96707
(808) 542-8695



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Rochelle Mapes
1401 Wewatta St., #618



Denver, CO 80202
(303) 260-8666



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Janet Wyatt
235 Drumlin Cir



Fruita, CO 81521
(970) 618-8931



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Erik Schreiner
423 Chesterfield Rd



Raleigh, NC 27608
(984) 789-1089



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Deborah Webster
4321 E. Lake Creek Rd.



Edwards, CO 81632
(970) 926-1216



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Bill Dvorak
17921 US Highway 285



Nathrop, CO 81236
(719) 221-3212



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
stephen rooks
55 S. Meadow View Ct.



Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
(321) 536-7653



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Megan Talarico
726 Vine St



ASPEN, CO 81611
(970) 319-2823



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Andrew Beuter
6195 C.R. 109



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 309-1645



June 26, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Diana and Jose Alcantara
30 Pinon Lane



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 963-1970



June 27, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Ina Baidu
P.O. Box 884



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 456-5892



June 27, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Thomas McGill
842 Hillcrest Dr



Basalt, CO 81621
(970) 456-9603



June 27, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Shala Savaiano
86 Roaring Fork Ave., #B4



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 309-4927



June 27, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Eric Baumheier
326 Garfield Ave



Carbondale, CO 81623
(303) 717-1310



June 27, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Hilary Back
225 S 8th Street



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 963-1278



June 27, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Brian Lavin
1709 Pine St., Apt. 6



Boulder, CO 80302
(303) 818-1745



June 27, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Nathan Van Velson
410 Alden Dr



Lancaster, PA 17601
(402) 270-0163



June 27, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Jane Hall
81 Creamery Trail



Edwards, CO 81632
(303) 618-7120



June 27, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Kay Hannah
11589 Crawford Rd



11589 Crawford Rd.
Paonia, CO 81428
(970) 527-3381



June 27, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Linda Bunk
251 E. 7th Ave.



Durango, CO 81301
(970) 769-9267



June 27, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Annah Gardner
1906 1st Ave S



Minneapolis, MN 55403
(612) 298-8284



June 27, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Ellen Chilikas
2880 W Riverwalk Cir Unit B



Littleton, CO 80123
(303) 750-5099



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Kelli Rohrig
pob 9292



Avon, CO 81620
(970) 390-9145



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

Dear Marcia Gilles,

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. I live just up the road from Homestake
creek and deeply value having such a gem nearby. Just last year | was able to share this
with my children as we went backpacking near Sopris Brady lakes and sharing this special
place with them was profound. | am deeply concerned that the proposed drilling will cause
significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine creeks, and the
wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project (which this
drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area, that the
dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the dam wiill
cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well as the
humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.



Thank you for your time

Sincerely,

Innes Isom

100 Arlington place
apt 10

Edwards, CO 81632
(970) 390-7339



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Mary Catherine Conger
337 Lamprecht Drive



Carbondale , CO 81623
(970) 390-4609



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Ame ONOFREY
PO BOX 5846



EAGLE, CO 81631
(970) 376-4896



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
marjorie westermann
1527 Hwy 24



Red Cliff, CO 81649
(719) 486-0930



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Katie Mazzia
X4386



Eagle, CO 81631
(970) 390-4236



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Nancy Peterson
905 Melissa Ln



Carbondale, CO 81623
(301) 529-4795



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Ben McDougald
308 poplar st



Leadville, CO 80461
(303) 618-5125



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Nina Landes
2094 Zermatt Lane



Unit F
Vail, CO 81657
(970) 376-8153



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Ellen Miller
PO Box 4202



Vail, CO 81658
(970) 389-5392



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Jorie DeVilbiss
PO Box 36



Carbondale, CO 81623
(970) 948-6989



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Michael Barrett
P.O. Box 999



Avon, CO 81620
(970) 401-4711



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
David Burns
1023 W Alder St



Louisville, CO 80027
(303) 665-8543



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Sara Lemmon
4529 E. 18th Ave



Denver, CO 80220
(303) 887-9009



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Shelley Hall
2612 Cortina lane



Vail, CO 81657
(970) 390-8752



June 28, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Shelley Hall
2612 Cortina lane



Vail, CO 81657
(970) 390-8752



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

| grew up near Ski Cooper nearby the proposed test drilling in Homestake Valley. | am
extremely concerned tat the Homestake Partners’ plan to conduct geotechnical
investigations in Homestake Valley will cause irreversible damage to wetlands and the
creeks | grew up fishing in, as well as to the wildlife which lives in and around them. | have
also learned that the dam project which this drilling apparently supports will involve
removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area, that the dam walls will intrude into a
designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the dam will cause irreversible damage to
the Eagle River watershed, and those of us who have used it without impact for decades.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Kyle Olson
4529 E. 18th Ave



Denver, CO 80220
(303) 591-4655



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Nancy Caponi and Robert Adams
225 W. Figueroa St.



Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(805) 965-0812



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Alejandra Aldunate
PoBox 3647



Avon, CO 81620
(970) 390-5206



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

| have grown up in Gilman and Minturn spending much of my summers as a youth
camping, exploring, and learning about the wilderness and environment in the Homestake
Valley. This is such a special place which contributes to the diversity of this fragile



ecosystem. We do not need more dams, we need better conservation methods.
Sincerely,
Jessica Guthrie

Sincerely,

Jessica Guthrie

1550 Matterhorn Circle
Apt 1

VAIL, CO 81657

(970) 390-4577



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Jennifer W Long
122 River Bend Rd



River Bend Road
Snowmasss, CO 81654
(970) 927-9272



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Gretchen Reeves
1900



Edwards, CO 81632
(970) 688-4829



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Paul Breitenwischer
PO Box 2631



Vail, CO 81658
(970) 390-4550



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Caroline Knight
69 Marble



G131
Edwards, CO 81632
(406) 370-5624



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Helen Carlsen
40 River Oaks Ln



Basalt, CO 81621
(970) 927-9311



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Amber Moran
216 Main Street



R-310
Edwards, CO 81632
(970) 331-6198



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Chris Morton
P. O. Box 731



Leadville, CO 80461
(719) 293-5536



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Marie-Christine Carel
po box 2631



vail, CO 81658
(970) 390-8448



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Emily Kay
608 West Hopkins Ave Apt 1



Aspen, CO 81611
(610) 888-4370



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Ellen Porter
1231 South Foothill Dr



Lakewood, CO 80228
(303) 619-9362



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Megan Dean
1136 County Road 129



Glenwood springs, CO 81601
(970) 379-8749



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Blondie Vucich
4957 Junioer Lane



Vail, CO 81657
(970) 376-3725



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Blondie Vucich
4957 Junioer Lane



Vail, CO 81657
(970) 376-3725



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Judith Lopez
802 1575 RD



Delta, CO 81416
(817) 821-6198



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Maggie Rerucha
10520 Livingston Dr



Northglenn, CO 80234
(303) 254-8735



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Michelle MacKenzie
980 Berkeley Ave



Menlo Park, CA 94025
(650) 504-1111



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Chad Rudow
1201 Mountain Drive



Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
(970) 947-9213



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

| write to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Molly Butler
10395 W 25th Ave



Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 233-0181



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Becky English
819 S. Williams St.



Denver
Denver, CO 80209
(303) 733-4064



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Ted O'Brien
224 Brush Creek Ln



Snowmass Village, CO 81615
n/a



June 29, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Lisa Isom
15 Fiddler Creek Road



Tennessee Pass, CO 81649
(719) 486-2784



June 30, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the Homestake Partners’ proposal to conduct
geotechnical investigations in Homestake Valley. | am deeply concerned that the proposed
drilling will cause significant adverse impacts to wetlands, irreplaceable fens, fragile alpine
creeks, and the wildlife, which lives in and around them. | also worry that the dam project
(which this drilling supports) will involve removing part of the Holy Cross Wilderness Area,
that the dam walls will intrude into a designated Colorado Roadless Area, and that the
dam will cause irreversible damage to wetlands, fens and Eagle River watershed, as well
as the humans and animals that rely on it.

The drilling project would have a significant impact on wetlands and fens. To reach drilling
sites, the Partners would have to drive a drilling rig over wetlands and in, or near potential
fens — which have taken thousands of years to develop. The Fish and Wildlife Service
calls fens “irreplaceable” and the Forest Service says they “cannot be replaced in-kind.”
The Partners did not clearly identify impacts to fens in their application, despite the fact
that their own soil analysis indicates that there are soils with the organic matter
concentration, which is typical of fens present in the area. The Forest Service must update
its mapping of fens and wetlands in the area and accurately analyze impacts to this rare
ecosystem before allowing any drilling or other activities.

I'm also concerned about impacts on wildlife, water, and wilderness. The drilling would
involve clearing trees to create roads and drill pads, possibly during avian breeding season
in July. It would require crossing Homestake Creek and siphoning water from it. The
seismic survey would be conducted by sending repeated sound bursts at 170 decibels —
as loud as a shotgun blast — in a narrow part of Homestake Valley. The drilling and these
sound bursts would be easily heard, for weeks, in the Holy Cross Wilderness. Part of the
seismic survey would also take place in a designated Roadless Area.

This proposed action is damaging: it will have significant impacts on resources, from fens
to wilderness, that are protected under Forest Service regulations and federal law. | ask
that you begin a public process to map fens in the project area, and that you conduct an
Environmental Assessment to more fully consider the impacts of the geotechnical
investigation on wetlands, wilderness, and Roadless Areas in Homestake Valley.

Sincerely,
Tim Murray
1275 Riverside Dr.



Aspen, CO 81611
(970) 925-4998



June 30, 2020

Marcia Gilles, Acting Dist. Ranger
Eagle-Holy Cross District, WRNF
U.S. Forest Service

PO Box 190

Minturn, CO 81645

RE: Please conduct an EA ahead of test drilling in Homestake Valley
Dear Ms. Gilles

This is Despicable ! Water conservation is needed NOT more drilling and water diversions.
Have the municipal water services raise the water rates and you will magically see water
conservation, not rocket science!

Sincerely,

Ellen Smith Eaton
P.O. Box 2483
Edwards, CO 81632
(970) 471-1898



