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Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Region 5

2300 Lake Elmo Dr

Billings, MT 59105

June 9, 2020
Attn: Dan Walsh 

Hardrock Mining Bureau
Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
Helena, MT 59601
RE: Sibanye Stillwater Mining Company’s East Boulder Mine Stage 6 Tailings Storage Facility Amendment #55061 

Dear Mr. Walsh,

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the proposed Stillwater Mine Stage 6 Storage Facility Amendment Project. We do not foresee any serious wildlife-related impacts from raising the impoundment height as proposed. We do have a few suggestions that, if implemented, would help to mitigate impact to fish, wildlife, and recreation resources from associated construction activities. 

· Construction activities associated with road and infrastructure relocation will likely limit recreational access and disrupt travel to the East Boulder River, Lewis Gulch Road, and Dry Fork Road and Trailhead for unspecified periods for multiple years. Both Dry Fork Road and Lewis Gulch Road provide access to big game and mountain grouse hunting opportunities from September 1 to December 1 each year. These roads also provide winter access to mountain lion hunting and furbearer trapping opportunities. In spring and summer, the roads provide access for black bear hunters as well as recreationists using ATVs. Yearlong motorized public passage should be maintained on both roads during the project.
· The EA specifies that Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be used to mitigate sediment issues during construction. Those BMPs should include timing restrictions that lessen impact on spawning trout. Rainbow and Yellowstone cutthroat trout spawn in spring and fry emerge in late June-early July. Brown trout spawn in late October-early November and hatch out in spring. Therefore, developing trout eggs are in the gravel from late October until mid-July. For that reason, work that is most likely to introduce sediment to the East Boulder River should occur between July and October of each year when it would do the least harm to developing eggs.
· The EA does not address needed mitigation efforts to reduce additional nitrite inputs resulting from run-of-mine rockfill added to the outside of the embankment.

Thank you again for the opportunity to review and comment on this project. If you have further questions, please contact Fisheries Technician Ben Bailey at 698-9754 or Wildlife Biologist Justin Paugh at 532-5012

 Sincerely,
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Barb S Beck

FWP Regional Supervisor

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, Region 5

2300 Lake Elmo Drive

Billings, MT 59068

Ph: (406) 247-2951 | C: (406) 200-5394
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