


The proposed drilling and staging site will also negatively impact the novel UWB insect 
study sites on Spirit Lake’s shore. Study sites that are monitoring insect biodiversity trends as 
well as exotic pest presence. This data is vital to understand insect community development in 
this successional ecosystem during global insect decline. As mentioned before, the ecological 
assessment found no threat to rare insect species, but does not take into account the likely 
introduction of pest insect species. The development of this young ecosystem is already hindered 
by small populations of pest insects, and further introductions would cause further damage and 
impede recovery of native flora. For these reasons, we request that a complete Environmental 
Impact Statement with more regard to entomology be released before any action of this proposal 
be taken.  

As stated yourself, protected research of successional processes is inherent to the original 
purposes of the Monument’s congressional formation. We highly encourage alternative action to 
be considered from developing the Truman trail, as it will cause vectors of unknown plant and 
insect species that will alter the course of a 40 year natural process of seed dispersal and 
establishment on the pumice plains. An alternative route via Johnston Ridge or Duck bay, while 
may be more visually disturbing to the public, would ultimately be the best option for the 
original purpose of the historical monument: preserving the integrity of the current and future 
research projects. For all the reasons stated above, we also request a public objection resolution 
meeting be held.  
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Alex Wachter, Katey Queen, Isabel Rodriguez, Camilo Acosta 
 




