Forest Plan Revision
903 3 Street
Kamiah, Idaho 83536

March 10, 2020
Dear Sirs:

Enclosed are my comments as to recommending wilderness for all 1.5 million
acres of roadless areas in the Clearwater and Nez Perce National Forests.

I emphasized Weitas Creek as the most crucial site to be protected and that water
quality, wildlife and fish habitat be quantitative, enforceable and non-
discretionary without loopholes. Otherwise there is little science to justify much
of the New Draft Plan.

Habitat for the grizzlies should be protected.

I included a number of pictures, captions and stories to better describe how
valuable this ecosystem is to the public.

Tooad w Rebe

Fred W. Rabe
1715 Appaloosa Road
Moscow, ID 83843
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Commentary on Clearwater National Forest Draft Plan Revision

Fred W. Rabe

| am a resident of Moscow, Idaho and retired from the University of Idaho where | taught and did research in the Biological Sciences De-
partment. Over ten years | volunteered to study roadless areas and Research Natural Areas for Friends of the Clearwater. In so doing, |
wrote six booklets and gave talks describing the natural history of the Lochsa and North Fork Clearwater River roadless areas. Unfortu-
nat®ly the Forest Service combined draft plans of the Nez Perce Forest with the Clearwater Forest which did a disservice to the public.

My purpose in doing this project was one part adventure, one part gathering facts and one part enjoyment knowing my pictures and stories
would generate further interest in roadless areas. The plan was to travel to unspoiled locales, places that “keep the soul alive.” There |
photographed what is still pristine and wild, places we must hold and protect. Stories from FOC members of their hikes into roadless
country were included here.

The booklets are on the visual side. They say, let’s leave town and hike to Steep Lake, fish for cutthroats in Kelly Creek, photograph the
rugged Williams Range. Once this happens, you'll be more passionate enjoying and defending the wild since you'll see it first hand. People
and myself included know this.

| describe highlights of some of the roadless areas and why they are such important ecosystems. In addition, terms and subjects that
relate to my comments are brought into play. These include logging riparian zones, definition of old growth, shrubs and invertebrates, im-
portance of first and second order streams, motorized trails spells less wildlife, Outstanding fishing and trail system describes Kelly Creek,
Cayuse Creek has excellent riparian system, Bighorn-Weitas Roadless Area is Number 1 selection, refuge sites and measurable enforce-
ment and standards, BWRA and solitude, bull trout - indicators of sensitivity, fragmentation, contiguity, visual variety, aquatic moss and in-
vertebrates, stringer meadow, dead and dying trees in streams. _

I am joining together with
[Friends of the Clearwater in ad-
ocating for full protection of m_u
1.5 million acres in the form o
recommended wilderness,
and/or as non-motorized , non
mechanized backcountry areas.
No road building, logging, or de-
velopment should occur in the
et roadless base.
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A two riparian zone management system in order to log more timber would disrupt
vegetation in the aquatic zone together with shrub cover important as shade and de-
tritus that serves as an energy source for macroinvertebrates. In addition removal
of riparian growth would erode soil and impact bank stability.

Chateau Falls RNA consists of four spectacular waterfalls with lesser
falls and cascades on Chateau Creek.
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Looking north at Pot Mountain Roadless Area. This roadless area is an important link in the chain of forested habitats that stretch from the Yellowstone to the Yukon, an
chored by the northern spine of the Rocky Mountains and connecting central Idaho’s outstanding wilderness complex with many wildlands in Montana.
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Kelly Creek

Kelly Creek within the]
Hoodoo or Great Burn
Roadless Area is
known for its Blue Rib-
bon trout fishery and
fantastic trail system
that extends to the Bit-
terroot Mountains.
Westslope cutthroat
range from 12 to 16
inches with some
reaching 20 inches and
more and they’re usu-
ally not fussy over your
selection of flies.
Mountain  whitefish,
rainbows, bull trout and
spawning kokanee
also occur here to-
gether with otters play-
ing tag in deep pools.
No planters in this river.
Catch and release reg-
ulations insure a con-
tinual supply of big fish
but also help maintain
nature’s balance.

olbert Cushing, an avid fisher-
man and colleague spent 18 years
infatuated with Kelly Creek. His
book, Kelly Creek Chronicles, de-
scribes the stream’s ecology and
good fishing times. He shared
these experiences over the years
with 12 different anglers some of]
who accompanied him to Kelly,
Creek every year beginning in
1981. Let’s not spoil it for future
generations.

Several miles down trail, the river flattens out and a beautiful herbaceous
site appears, Hansen Meadows. Let’s not fragment it with snowmobile and
off-road vehicle trails.

Westslope cutthroat is dominant trout in Kelly Creek.
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Weitas Creek, largest tributary to the North Fork
Clearwater River, is a low elevation broad river valley.
Places like this are very rare to find in such a pristine
condition. Weitas is located in the Bighorn Weitas
Roadless Area (BWRA) in the middle of the Clearwa-
ter National Forest. It is the largest roadless area in
the forest (260,000 acres). MAKE IT WILDERNESS.

Weitas River to the left is a B-3 stream type having
predominantly cobble size rocks, together with boul-
ders, gravel and sand. The ratio of the river’s width to
depth here is > 12 and the habitat mosily riffles and
pools. Dominant stream cover is shrubs.

Bighom-Welitas

BWRA is composed of two large drainages, Cayuse Creek and Weitas Creek. The
elevation at the mouth of Weitas Creek is 2,400 feet with most streams in the
drainage being higher. The Lolo Motorway bounds Weitas on the south. It was built
in 1933 and in places is steep and requires attentive driving.Lands within a mile of
the road contain the historic Nez Perce Trail. The North Fork Clearwater River is
north of divide and Lochsa River occurs to the south.
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The size and rectangular shape of BWRA tend to promote solitude.
Two major drainages and six tributary systems together with wide
and rounded ridges (see above) isolate people effectively. Numerous
primitive trails in creek bottoms also disperse visitors.

No lakes of any size or other such attractions tend to concentrate
people in the Weitas. Once immersed in dense vegetation and top-
ographical diversity, one feels isolated from civilization. Visual dis-
turbances of outside activities are minimized due to moderate
elevations compared to higher sites. Unique scenic values together
with hundreds of miles of low standard trails, help supply a sense
of remoteness and solitude to the hiker.

Developing BWRA would destroy the wholeness and character of
the largest roadless area in the Clearwater National Forest. No more
would its wilderness features blend with the wild lands to the north
and south.

.Riffle and glide habitats of Weitas Creek. Crystal clear water, open and closed
canopies and well developed riparian shore characterize these stream reaches.
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Above; Norh Fork Cleaosaler River Watershed showing magor tributaries
Weias Croek, Cayuse Cresk, Kelly Cresk, Little North Fork Claarwaler River.
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Lochsa River drainage with six roadless areas emptying into river. Three large roadless areas, in gray, flow into the North
Fork Clearwater River to the north. This huge chunk of land should not be fragmented since it provides ecological linkages and
bridges allowing animals and plants to migrate across elevations and latitudes uninhibited.
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As you proceed east and then north along the river you'll come to the confluence of
the Middle Fork. You follow it until reaching Kidd Lake and then Cedar Log Lake on
the Stateline Trail in Montana. It would be criminal to open this entire trail system to
industrialized tourism. Instead, let’s make this lush river valley and forested slopes
beyond part of our wilderness system. Kidd Lake on bottom left.

Cayuse Creek enters Kelly Creek on the right. Great camp-
ing site.
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If the the new Forest Service plan occurs, rare fish species such as
steelhead, salmon and bull trout would be affeted by reduction in
the size of riparian areas and an increase in stream sedment from
more logging allowed in the plan. Macroinvertebrates that serve as
fish food would also occur in lesser amounts since their habitat
would be disturbed. This is especially true of mayflies, stoneflies and
caddisflies which are most sensitive to disturbance.
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Mayflies

Stoneflies

Mayflies, caddisflies and stoneflies are the most sensitive

stream insects as to environmental impact. These organ-

isms are dominant in roadless area streams, yet another

reason to protect such sites from logging. Fish habitat
along with water quality and wildlife habitat should be

quanitative, enforceable and non-discretionary. Otherwise

science is disregarded and the New Draft Plan loses its

credibility.
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