Milk Creek Roadless Area
4,958 acres (7.7 square miles)

How to get there

The Milk Creek roadless area is located about 15 miles northeast of Meeker. From Meeker, take Rio Blanco County Road (CR) 15 (improved gravel) northeast to Yellowjacket Pass. 
•
From Yellowjacket Pass, you may turn east on Yellow Jacket Road (FS 250; improved dirt). About 1.5 miles within the forest boundary, at Wilson Park, FS 252 splits off to the north along the western boundary of the unit. This starts as as an improved dirt road, but becomes a 4WD road to the Aldrich Lakes area in the northwest corner of the unit where its condition improves again. Trail 1807 follows the Martin Creek Ditch across the roadless area to FS 254.
•
Just past the turnoff for FS 252 from FS 250, the Martin Ridge Road (FS 253; 4WD) climbs left and makes up the southern boundary of the unit. FS 253.1A (shown on map) is a closed, obliterated logging road. Further east along the Yellow Jacket Road (FS 250), the Lantern Ridge Road (FS 254; 4WD) breaks off to the east and soon passes the other end of Martin Ridge Road (FS 253). FS 254 is the southeastern boundary of the unit, and makes its way to a house on a private inholding in upper Milk Creek. 
•
You can also access FS 252 from the north. From CR 15, about 4.5 miles northeast of Yellowjacket Pass at Thornburgh, turn south on CR 51, which leads to FS 252 and Aldrich Lakes. 

•
Also from Thornburgh, you may approach the northeast portion of the unit, by turning from CR 15 east onto CR 42. Go beneath the powerline, turn right and then quickly left across Milk Creek. This is 4WD. Bear right, cross Clear Creek and come to forest boundary. The Three Points Trail (1807.2A) travels south from here to the private inholding at the end of the Lantern Ridge Road (FS 254; see above). 
•
The USGS 7 1⁄2’ quads for the Milk Creek RA are Thornburgh and Sleepy Cat Peak. 
Setting

The Milk Creek roadless area occupies the middle of the Milk Creek drainage, including Martin Creek. This area sits on the north side of the gentle divide that separates the White River and Yampa River watersheds. The terrain rolls downhill to the north toward the Yampa, and is generally not steep and rocky, but instead consists of long, sweeping forested slopes, and broad, rounded valleys. Milk Creek cuts deeply through the eastern portion of the unit. 

While Engelmann spruce and subalpine fir exist in the higher areas, the main vegetative features are the numerous aspen stands and vast open parks. Much of the lower elevation area is vegetated with Gambel oak brush. The area receives heavy snowfall, which contributes to many slumps and slipping soils. Elevations in the unit range from 7,100 feet along Milk Creek, to 8,900 feet near Wilson Park.
What’s special about it?

The Milk Creek roadless area is prime big game country. Its moderate elevation and large variety of habitats make this a vital transitional zone for wildlife. In addition to being summer range, much of the lower Milk Creek area is winter range, and winter concentration area for elk. The forested slopes on the west side of the unit are elk calving grounds. Milk Creek has a critical population of Colorado River cutthroat trout. It has been identified as an area of high priority habitat by the Colorado Division of Wildlife. The area is used primarily in the fall by hunters, and generally provides ample opportunity for solitude.

Although this area is not very large, it is in reality connected to the huge Morapos roadless area to the east. The eastern boundary of the Milk Creek RA is classified as a trail, and should not be used to divide it from the Morapos RA. If there is, in fact, a road there, it should be reclassified. Together, Milk Creek and Morapos would form a 42,648-acre (66.5 square miles) roadless area!
Potential threats

There is possibly some commercially desirable timber within this area, although steep, wet soils make access difficult. There is potential for further development of the private inholding on the southeast corner of the unit. 
Other info

The Milk Creek RA was excluded from the USFS roadless area inventory. It is below the 5,000-acre size minimum. However, if the Three Points Trail (1807.2A) is actually a trail, this area should be joined to the Morapos RA.

