Big Beaver Basin Roadless Area
8,673 acres (13.5 square miles)

How to get there

The Big Beaver roadless area is located 2 miles north of Buford and 12 miles east of Meeker. All trails in the area are open to motorized use. 
•
From Rio Blanco County Road (CR) 8, just southwest of Buford, turn north onto CR 115. This is Yellow Jacket Road and becomes FS 250 (improved dirt) at the forest boundary. This road is the eastern and northern boundary of the unit, and provides access to several motor trails and cherry stemmed roads. Trail 2277 travels along East Beaver Creek in the southern portion of the unit. Trail 2273 is a little-used ATV trail that begins where FS 250 crosses East Beaver Creek, and climbs up Ellison Mountain to a drill hole at the end of the cherry stemmed road FS 273 (high clearance). Further up FS 250, FS 272 provides access to Big Beaver Basin. Beyond its road closure, the route is the Big Beaver Basin Trail (2272) which crosses Big Beaver Creek and climbs along Allen Creek across the unit. You can also turn south at Big Beaver Basin and travel downcanyon on the Big Beaver Trail (2265). FS 255 and FS 258 in the northern portion of the unit are basically nonexistent.
•
Yellow Jacket Road (FS 250) can be reached from Meeker via Yellowjacket Pass on CR 15. At the pass, turn east onto CR 48, which becomes FS 250 at the forest boundary. 
•
The western boundary of the unit is Sawmill Mountain Road (FS 260). The northern half is improved dirt, the southern half is high clearance. Reach FS 260 by turning south from FS 250 at Wilson Park, about 3.5 miles east of Yellowjacket Pass. Alternatively, take CR 8 east from Meeker. Bear left onto CR 6. This will become CR 49 and leads to Sawmill Mountain Road (4WD). A right turn onto CR 40 leads to the western trailheads for East Beaver Creek (2277) and Big Beaver (2265) Trails. 
•
The USGS 7 1⁄2’ quads for the Big Beaver Basin RA are Fawn Creek and Sawmill Mountain.
Setting

The Big Beaver Basin roadless area occupies the upper drainage of Big Beaver Creek, including its tributaries Allen Creek and East Beaver Creek. Big Beaver is one of several major creeks that drain from the Sleepy Cat Peak Area. It runs through a 1,400 foot-deep canyon between Ellison and Sawmill Mountains. The rolling divide along the north edge of the unit features coniferous forest with many dead Engelmann spruce trees killed during a beetle infestation in the 1950s. Most of the unit, however, is blanketed with large aspen stands interspersed with many open parks. The terrain consists of very steep hillsides that guard the Big Beaver canyon system. Big Beaver Basin is a large meadow system at the confluence of Big Beaver and Allen Creeks. The elevations in the unit range from 7,500 feet at Big Beaver Creek to about 9,200 feet at the Sleepy Cat divide. 
What’s special about it?

Upper Big Beaver Creek/Big Beaver Basin has been idenitified by the Colorado Division of Wildlife as extremely high priority habitat. The entire area is fabulous summer range for big game. The lower elevation areas along Big Beaver and East Beaver Creeks contain big game winter range as well. The area contains important mid-elevation ecosystems and it provides outstanding hunting, wildlife viewing, and motorized recreation opportunities. 

Big Beaver is a very old creek that predates the uplift of the White River Plateau, and is an impressive forested canyon system. The steep nature of terrain limits travel in most of the unit, and it has retained a high degree of naturalness. 
Potential threats

Because the area is entirely surrounded by roads, there is opportunity for future recreational development and increased fragmentation.
Other info

This area was not inventoried as a roadless area by the USFS. But many of the roads that were formerly on the map in this area do not really exist, and have been downgraded to motor trails in their classification. Motor trails are allowed in roadless areas, so this area deserves consideration by the USFS. The unit is separated from the 104,000 acre Morapos/Pagoda Peak roadless area only by a dirt road.

