[image: https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/Lu9ILJ1BhYjVgAnsR6r6kKoh3GOEx5B6xtGEwix43lM_5-QJmBWKS9bvS3t96tiMSCv0YDT8_371ZXQmntscFh4aJ0DXdjYxuPiOuyBuo4mPh4_rKIHWLsGfsa9Ru_h8l6YyMSE][image: https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/s0BO3PGqoSR_upBKzXrF7jnmuHD6zG3K6icYziUvlRaiZFGfn63afikIl4Xu3epzyT0ih-I6Yew5CgLCoPtNwZCUTV1u9VdLGN5soDAwVvB39UDl-9jG2igQFrFNTcgqUwzYsAg]
PO Box 389, Telluride, CO 81435 • 970-728-3729 • www.sheepmountainalliance.org

March 25, 2020 

Dolores Ranger District, San Juan National Forest 
Derek Padilla, District Ranger 
Tom Rice, Recreation Program Manager 
29211 Highway 184 Dolores, CO 81323 

Submitted via online comment form 

Re: Comment on Rico Trails Project (#56748) Draft Environmental Assessment 

To District Ranger Derek Padilla and Recreation Staff Officer Tom Rice:

Sheep Mountain Alliance (SMA) respectfully submits these comments on behalf of our more than 800 members and supporters to the US Forest Service with respect to the agency’s draft Environmental assessment for the Rico Area Trails Project.  

Sheep Mountain Alliance is a 31-year-old nonprofit dedicated to conservation of the Telluride area and Southwest Colorado. Our members regularly use the Rico Area for work, recreation, and to support their health and livelihoods.  

While we understand the desire for increased trail connectivity on the Rico Area, we believe that this project is ill-conceived and premature. A thorough EIS is critical to a project of this type, which will have long term and significant impacts on ecosystems, wildlife, the landscape at large, and the human communities adjacent to propose trails.  

SMA has read and reviewed the comment letter submitted on March 25, 2020 by Wild Earth Guardian’s attorney Marla Fox concerning the Rico Trails Project - February 2020 Draft Environmental Assessment (EA). SMA supports, adopts, and incorporates the comments in Ms. Fox’s letter and the information cited in her references and attachments


Thankyou for your consideration of this letter.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sincerely, 
Karen Tuddenham
Executive Director
Sheep Mountain Alliance
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