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19 March 2020

TO: Lookout Mountain Ranger District, Ochoco National Forest 
VIA:   http://cara.ecosystem-management.org/Public/CommentInput?project=47019

Subject:  Walton Lake Restoration Project 2020 Revised EA — comments

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please accept the following comments from Oregon Wild concerning the Walton Lake Restoration Project 2020 Revised EA, https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=47019. Oregon Wild represents 20,000 members and supporters who share our mission to protect and restore Oregon’s wildlands, wildlife, and water as an enduring legacy. Our goal is to protect areas that remain intact while striving to restore areas that have been degraded. This can be accomplished by moving over-represented ecosystem elements (such as logged and roaded areas) toward characteristics that are currently under-represented (such as roadless areas and complex old forest).

These comments supplement previous comments on this project submitted by Oregon Wild dated July 6, 2015, April 17, 2017, and Sept 6, 2019. 

The proposed action alternative involves:
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489 large trees to be removed are outside of the permitted recreation special use area and require a plan amendment .
An additional plan amendments will allow reduction of LOS forest. 

Oregon Wild continues to urge the Forest Service to adopt a lighter touch in this project area that is the most popular recreation area on the Ochoco National Forest.

We do not support the plan amendments that allow loss of LOS forest and removal of large trees.  The forest plan should be regarded as the best approach to balancing competing objectives. It’s not like root rot evolved after the forest plan was adopted. The authors of the Forest plan already knew about all the various forest health risks when the plan was written and adopted standards that balanced all the known considerations.

The EA says the plan amendment is justified because “Forest health experts recommend that sanitation harvest and planting with more resistant species is a more effective approach.” Forest health experts are just one source of information to inform a sound decision. Each expert is trained to see problems and solutions through a selective lens that does NOT consider all the alternative viewpoints. Forest health experts may not be trained to consider and balance the needs of wildlife, recreation, carbon storage, etc. The FS should choose  An alternative that does not amend the forest plan and does not retain large trees.

Flush cutting stumps for scenic purposes conflicts with wildlife goals. Consider high cutting some stumps to create “short snags” that increase the chances that recreationists get to view and enjoy snag associated wildlife.

Signage to warn the public of dangerous conditions created by root rot is a viable alternative to cutting large valuable wildlife trees, especially in areas that are not too crowded. This also presents an opportunity for public education about the value of natural processes and deadwood habitat.

Whole tree yarding results I large slash piles that are unsightly and severely damaging to soil when burned. It is also inconsistent with the natural processes that retain woody material and nutrients onsite when and where trees experience mortality.

The analysis of effects to cavity species is misleading.  It says “any loss would be expected to be minimal because snags are not targeted for removal.” Whether snags are targeted is of minor consequence compared to the loss of green trees that are no longer available for snag recruitment as a result of logging. The analysis also says “retained in thinned stands would be expected to stay healthy longer, and thus will not provide snags in the short- to mid-term, reducing future snag and down wood recruitment.” This admits some adverse effects on snag habitat, but importantly also fails to capture the most significant effect that logging reduces the population of green trees available for snag recruitment. The description of Alt 4 does not disclose that it would be better for snag associated wildlife because it retains a larger population of large green trees for snag recruitment.

The EA tries to minimize effects to snag associated wildlife by saying that snags are generally not retained in recreation areas, but a lot of the large trees to be removed under Alt 2 (or retained under Alt 1 and 4) are not so close to developed sites that they will need to be felled for safety.


Each substantive issue discussed in these comments should be (i) incorporated into the purpose and need for the project, (ii) used to develop NEPA alternatives that balance tradeoffs in different ways, (iii) carefully analyzed and documented as part of the effects analysis, and (iv) considered for mitigation.

Note: If any of these web links in this document are dead, they may be resurrected using the Wayback Machine at Archive.org. http://wayback.archive.org/web/



Sincerely,
[image: DougSignature]
Doug Heiken
dh@oregonwild.org 
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Table 3: Activities Proposed under Alternative 2 by Unit. See more detailed description of activities
beginning on page 18.

Unit

Acres

Activity

Moist Mixed Conifer: Curb the laminated root rot infestation where it occurs within the Developed
Recreation Management Area around Walton Lake to provide a healthy stand of resistant tree species

o sanitation harvest: Remove all grand fir and Douglas-fir of all ages and all sizes®

© Whole tree yarding and slash treatment as necessary.

© Restock the area with planted ponderosa pine, western larch, and a variety of
hardwood species.

and provide for public safety.
unit2 8
Unit3 7
Unita. 20

Dry Mixed Conifer: Reduce stand density within overstocked dry mixed conifer stands to improve
resilience of large ponderosa pine and western larch, and reduce risk of stand-replacing wildfire;

Road

enhance hardwoods.
ot % | © Commercial and non-commercial thin to recommended stocking levels, maintaining
variable densities. Recommended stocking is variable based on site quality.
© Hand pile slash and burn piles
Units 18 | o Plantand protect native hardwood trees, shrubs and forbs
Unit6 S Noncommercial thin to reduce number of small non-merchantable trees (generally <
55 9 DBH but up to 12” DBH where encroaching into hardwood communities)
o7 5| o Hand il slash and burn piles
© Plant and protect native hardwood tree, shrubs, forbs, grasses and sedges
Units, 7
Connected Actions
Temp | 0.41 miles temporary road construction for unit access
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