
August 30, 2018 
To Wayne National Forest Plan Revision Team, wayneplanrevision@fs.fed.us 
RE: Initial assessment for new Plan 
From: grassroots citizen groups, businesses, and individuals 
 
Grassroots, state, and national environmental groups; public officials; drinking water 
authorities; academics; Ohio University; business owners, farmers, and hundreds of 
thousands of citizens have weighed in on Wayne management activities over the past two 
decades, since long before the 2006 Plan was adopted. Organizational objectors to the 
2006 Plan and to Wayne projects before and since its adoption have included Athens 
County Commissioners, Athens City Council, Ohio University, Burr Oak Water District, 
Athens County Fracking Action Network, Buckeye Forest Council (now Buckeye 
Environmental Network), Athens Conservancy, Hocking River Commission, Heartwood, 
Keep Wayne Wild, Torch Can Do, FreshWater Accountability Project, Ohio Sierra Club, 
Ohio Environmental Council (OEC), Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, Appalachian 
Mountain Advocates, West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, Mountain Lakes 
Preservation Alliance, Radioactive Waste Alert, Columbus Community Bill of Rights, 
Guernsey County Citizens' Support on Drilling Issues, Frack Free Lake County, 
Sustainable  Medina County, Ohio Allies, Frack Free Geauga, Network for Oil & Gas 
Accountability & Protection, Concerned Citizens Ohio, Friends for Environmental 
Justice, FaCT-Faith Communities Together for a Sustainable Future, Northwest Ohio 
Alliance to Stop Fracking, The Committee for the Youngstown Community Bill of 
Rights, Ohio Community Rights Network, Concerned Citizens of New Concord, Ohio 
River Citizens' Alliance, Ashtabula County Water Watch, Headwaters Defense, Center 
for Biological Diversity, Center for Health, Environment & Justice (CHEJ), Earthjustice, 
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), and Environment Ohio.  
 
Your current list of partners in your planning process includes few of these entities or 
groups and absolutely zero grassroots environmental groups. This does not speak well of 
your stated intent to consider public input this time around or bode well for any change 
from the Wayne’s consistent past disregard for community environmental and public 
health concerns.  
 
The undersigned hereby register our concern with your process and urge the following be 
considered in all further steps of the new Plan revision process: 
 
1. The team must do outreach and invite and listen to all those who have weighed in with 
objections to the 2006 Plan as well as to subsequent logging, burning, highway and ATV 
trail-building projects and to opening the Forest to deep-shale, high-volume horizontal 
drilling and fracturing by granting permission to the BLM to conduct deep-shale oil and 
gas lease sales.  
 
2. The team must rigorously consider all of the material submitted previously to both 
USFS and the BLM relevant to the current planning process. This includes all legal 
protests, peer-reviewed and other substantive research and reports, the voluminous 
comments, and more than one hundred thousand petition signatures delivered to 
USFS/BLM over past decades concerning on-going activities on and under our state’s only 
National Forest. The 2006 Plan has been used and misused to justify continuing industrial 
extraction and other practices that are destructive to our Forest, air, water, climate, and 



communities’ economic and public health, as decades of protest letters and legal efforts 
have detailed.  
 
3. As mandated by NEPA, the team must use up-to-date science, economic and cultural 
data, and meaningful input from the broad community to conduct rigorous evaluation of all 
activities to be considered for inclusion in the new Plan. Such evaluation must consider the 
true economic, climate, air, water, ecosystem, and socio-cultural long-term and cumulative 
costs and benefits of all activities considered.  
 
We hope you will listen to science and the public – to those not represented by industry or 
profit-driven spokespeople – this time around. We look forward to our voices and the 
science on forests, climate, and sustainable economies finally being considered in decision-
making for our public forest.  
 
Signatories as of 8-30-18 (to be added to) 
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS: 
 
Athens County Fracking Action Network 
Heather Cantino, Steering Committee Chair 
acfanohio@gmail.com 
 
Buckeye Environmental Network (formerly Buckeye Forest Council) 
Roxanne Groff, Board Chair 
roxannegroff1227@gmail.com 
 
Appalachian Ohio Sierra Club 
Mat Roberts, Executive Committee 
P O Box 585, Athens Ohio 45701 
 
Athens Conservancy, P.O. Box 2281, Athens, OH 45701 
Donna Goodman, president 
info@athensconservancy.org 
 
Center for Health, Environment, and Justice 
Lois M. Gibbs 
P O BOX 6806, Falls Church, VA  22040-6806 
 
Cleveland Divestment Project  
Randy Cunningham, organizer  
divestcleveland@gmail.com  
 
Cleveland Environmental Action Network (CLEAN) 
John Turner, Treasurer 
3122 Woodbury Road, Shaker Hts. OH 44120  
johnwhalenturner@gmail.com 
 
Concerned Citizens of New Concord  
New Concord, Muskingum County, Ohio 43762 
Meghan Wynne, Organizer, mwynne@muskingum.edu 



Concerned Citizens Ohio 
Lori Babbey 
Portage County, Ohio Lrg904@yahoo.com 
 
Coshocton Environmental and Community Awareness 
PO Box 295, Warsaw, OH 43844  
nteti@clover.net 
 
FaCT-Faith Communities Together for a Sustainable Future. 
Ron Prosek, President, Lake County OH 
rprosek.factohio@gmail.com 
 
Food and Water Watch 
 670 W Hubbard St, #300, Chicago IL 60654 
Andrea Chu, achu@fwwatch.org 
 
FreshWater Accountability Project 
Lea Harper, Managing Director 
Ohio 419.450.7042 
 
Graduate Student Sustainability Council, Case Western Reserve University, 
John Turner, President, Shaker Hts. OH 44120  
johnwhalenturner@gmail.com 
 
Green Sanctuary Committee 
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta 
232 Third Street, Marietta, OH 45750 
Dawn Hewitt, Chair 
hewitt@earth-maker.com 
 
Heartwood 
David Nickell, Council Chair 
P.O. Box 543, Tell City, IN 47586 
info@heartwood.org 
 
Keep Wayne Wild 
keepwaynewild@gmail.com 
Athens Chapter, Dawn Handley  
Cleveland Chapter, Jim Matzorkis  
Columbus Chapter, Becca Pollard  
Marietta Chapter, Sherm Koons  
 
Network for Oil & Gas Accountability & Protection 
Vanessa Pesec, President, Concord, OH 44077 
NEOGAP.org, vanessapesec@gmail.com 
 
Ohio Allies 
Belmont County 
Jill A. Hunkler, jahhunkler@gmail.com  



OEFFA: Ohio Ecological Food and Farming Association (statewide)  
Amalie Lipstreu, Policy Program Coordinator 
Amalie@oeffa.org 
 
OEFFA, Athens Chapter 
Justin Hanlin, president, athens.chapter.oeffa@gmail.com 
 
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition 
Robin Blakeman, Project Coordinator 
PO Box 6753, Huntington, WV 25773 
robin@ohvec.org 
 
Ohio Sierra Club 
131 N High St # 605, Columbus, OH 43215 
Loraine McCosker, Executive Committee 
 
People’s Justice League 
Sarah Fick 
info@peoplesjusticeleague.com 
 
Protect Biodiversity in Public Forests 
1417 Bercliff Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45223 
Gwen Marshall, network coordinator  
PBIPF@fuse.net 
 
RadioactiveWasteAlert.org 
Carolyn Harding, Organizer 
156 N Roosevelt Ave. Bexley, OH 43209 
Cinublue@gmail.com 
 
Shagbark 
Paoli, Indiana 
Andy Mahler, Director 
andy.heartwood@gmail.com 
 
Torch Can Do 
Felicia Mettler, steering committee member 
Torch, Ohio, www.facebook.com/TorchCANDO 
 
United Plant Savers 
John Stock, Outreach Coordinator 
PO Box 147, Rutland, OH 45775 
John@unitedplantsavers.org 
 
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy 
Larry V. Thomas, President 
info@wvhighlands.org 
 



FARMS, FOOD PRODUCERS, AND OTHER BUSINESSES: 
 
Appalachian Ohio Herb Clinic and Wildfire Herbs 
Caty Crabb, catycrabb@gmail.com 
34316 Beech Grove Rd, Rutland, Meigs County OH 
 
Appalachian Renewable Power 
Gary Easton 
Stewart, OH 45778 
gary@arp-solar.com 
 
Bexley Natural Market 614-252-3951 
Alison Berens, General Manager 
bexleynaturalmarket.org/ 
 
Bodhi Tree Guesthouse & Studio, Athens 
Elizabeth Chamberlain, (740) 707-2050 
 
Chelsea’s Real Food 
Chelsea Hindenach 
Athens OH 45701 
yogachelsea@gmail.com 
 
Creekside Farm 
Paul Tomcho 
Canaan Twp., Athens County 
creeksidefarmathens@gmail.com 
 
Green Edge Gardens 
Kip and Becky Rondy   
Amesville OH 45711 
greenedgegardens@gmail.com 
 
Herbal Sage Tea Company 
Maureen Burns 
105 Butternut Ave, Pomeroy, OH 45769 
tealady@herbalsage.com  
 
Laurel Valley Creamery 
Nick and Celeste Nolan 
Gallipolis, Ohio 
740-245-9044 
 
Little Fish Brewing Company 
Sean White, Jimmy Stockwell, and the entire Little Fish Brewing team 
Athens OH 45701 
seanywonton@gmail.com  
 



Pork & Pickles 
Becky Clark, Owner- Butcher 
PorkNPickles@gmail.com 
503-709-5608 
 
Shagbark Seed & Mill 
Michelle Ajamian and Brandon Jaeger, Principals 
Millfield OH 45761 
 
Snowville Creamery, LLC 
Victoria Taylor, Co-owner 
32623 State Route 143 
Pomeroy OH 45769 
 
Village Bakery & Catalyst Café 
Christine Hughes and Bob O’Neil,  
268 E. State St. Athens OH 45701 (740) 594-7311 
 
Athens Impact  
Socially Responsible Investments, Michelle Wilson 
8 North Court St, Suite 408, Athens, OH 45701 
mwilson@emailsri.com 
 
OTHER INDIVIDUALS: 
 
Jean Andrews, Documentary Video Producer,“A Forest Returns: The Success Story of 
Ohio’s Only National Forest as Told by Ora Anderson” 

 
 

 
Drake Chamberlin 

 
 

 
Mary Anne Flournoy  

 
 

 
 
John Hauser 

  
   

 
Shelley Stark 

 
 




