January 30, 2020

Michelle,   

Comments on the Buckskin Saddle Intergraded Restoration Project.  Being a resident of Kilroy Bay, my wife and I are very interested and supportive of this project. The area is certainly in need of active forest management to reduce the fire hazards that is the result of 20 plus years of no USFS active involvement due to environmental, political and budget constraints.  Our communities biggest concern is Fire Mitigation.

The road 2711 is the only way into the Kilroy Bay and Pine Cove communities and it’s in very poor condition and has been for many years.  We have as a community taken upon ourselves to control and road brush and have repaired the springtime wash outs, as in the past we have not been able to get USFS to maintain their own road.  

The communities did establish the Kilroy Bay Pine Cove Volunteer Fire Department three years ago.  The intent was to keep any fire under control until help could arrive.  However, without improvements to the road and especially the switchbacks on the Granite Creek side of #2711 there can be no timely response by IDL or the USFS teams.  Please drive the road once to understand our ongoing concerns.  In the project EA Unit 261 (between Kilroy and Pine Cove) the pan has a shelterwood prescription.  Would you please define or clarify what the encompasses?  Another concern is after the logging is complete that there not be tons of slash left creating a potential fire risk.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Another important question is what economic help, if any, will available to private forest landowners for controlling root disease issues, fire mitigation, brush and tree thinning?   

Avista 6 years ago installed an underground power line in there right of way through USFS land near the top of 2711 into Pine Cover & Kilroy Bay.  This installation is on a very steep hillside.  The large rocks Avista placed at both ends of the right of way to stop use of this right of way have been moved.  With the illegal relocation of these rocks it has opened up the right of way to AVT & UTV traffic.  This traffic has increased with the increased population growth in the area. Due to the use of this right of way the area is being eroded and during the spring thaw and rains has washed out the right of way allowing for mud and soil to make its way into the lake at Pine Cove. Contamination of Pend d Oreille Lake is a major concern of both Pine Cove & Kilroy Bay communities.

Both communities are very interested and supportive in working with you to improve the forested lands and reduce the risk of major fires.

Douglas T. Peters
Fire Chief, Kilroy Bay Pine Cove Volunteer Fire Department
Cell 509-994-7744
Web site: Kilroypinecovefd.com

