
BENEFIT Contributor(s) NEEDS
Motorized / 

Non-
motorized

Consumptive / 
Non-consumptive

Infrastructure Federal State Local Private Urgency/Priority Change Since 2006

BACKPACKING Richard Lutz

Backpacking tra i l s  need at least two days  of hiking 
with overnight camping at beginning, middle and end, 
Safe tra i l s  access ible from multiple locations . 
Minimized user confl icts  on tra i l s . Tra i l s  are wel l  
mainta ined, blazed and passable. Minimal  impact to 
tra i l s  (and viewshed) from logging, minera l  extraction, 
uti l i ties , right of ways , etc. Congress ional ly des ignated 
National  Scenic and His toric Tra i l s  managed according 
to des ignated pol icies . Recreation faci l i ties  that serve 
tra i l  users  and enhance the hiking experience should 
be provided.

No No

Tra i l s , parking, toi lets , 
camps i tes , shel ters , 

pottable water, tra i lheads , 
tra i lhead kiosks , 

wayfinding s ignage

Tom Jenkins  Dam (    Burr Oak State Park, Wal lace     Vi l lage of Shawne Buckeye Tra i l  Association (Imhoff Preserve)

BIRDING: Provides  
habitat for rare bi rd 
populations

Brian Bla i r diverse habitats , emaphas is  on mature woods , safe 
parking, cel l  service

No No Parking

BOATING: canoeing, 
kayaking Matt Mis icka safe parking, tra i l s , un-improved ramps No No None

BOATING: fi shing, 
electric, motorized(?) Matt Mis icka boat ramps Yes Yes Ramps, parking, toi lets

CAMPING: dispersed

Matt 
Mis icka, 
John Michel , 
RIchard Lutz

Safe off-road parking, roads ide parking, fi re rings , 
camping for long-dis tance tra i l s .

? No Parking, fi rerings , potable 
water

CAMPING: in 
organized 
campgrounds

John Michel , 
RIchard Lutz

Tent s i tes , RV hook-ups , cabins , teepees , s i tes  for use 
by long-dis tance tra i l  users , NEAR tra i lheads , activi ty 
centers , publ ic fi shing spots , boat renta ls , etc… 
recreational  destinations .  Try to draw fi rs t timers  and 
new destination seekers .  Need dog poop bag s tations  
on posts… and s ignage about being respons ible dog 
owners ...

YES Yes
Roads , LEVEL RV parking, 

toi lets , potable water, 
doggy daycare services .

COLLECTING 
FIREWOOD John Michel Rules . Loca l  vendors No Yes None

COMMISSARY: 
Suppl ies , gear, maps , 
souveniers

John Michel Loca l ly sourced i tems  = jobs  for loca l  res idents . No No

Bui ldings , or maybe 
permitted Vendors  us ing 

temporary/weekend tents  
l ike in art shows, 
(ex-10x10 Tents )

FISHING: Provides  
habitat for warm-
water gamefish 
species

Matt Mis icka
unpol luted & PH balanced/friendly to aquatic l i fe 
rivers , s treams, lake and ponds , multiple types  of 
access

No Yes None

National  Forests  
(240,000 acres ), 
Wi ldl i fe Refuges  
(8,945 acres )

Divis ion of Wi ldl i fe 
(213,574 acres , 95% open to 
publ ic hunting), Divis ion of 
Forestry (200,620 acres , 95% 
open to publ ic 
hunting), Divis ion of Parks  
(122,838 acres , some open-
hunting, some control led 
hunts ), Divis ion of Natura l  
Areas  and Preserves  (16,014 
acres , some control led 
hunts )

AEP (60,000 acres  
operated 
col laboratively 
with DOW for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping)

(1) No net loss  of 
publ ic lands  
ava i lable for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping. 
(2) Active 
management for 
target species .

LOST: Mead Corporation Lands : 
most of the 140,000 acres  (9 
di fferent southern Ohio counties ) 
owned by Mead were open for 
publ ic hunting, but s ince 2006 80% 
of that acreage was  sold to private 
interests  (including out-of-s tate 
hunting leases ).  About 20% is  now 
held by DOW. LOST: About 25,000 
acres  of AEP holdings  in Meigs , 
Muskingum, and Coshocton 
Counties  have been sold to private 
interest and lost to publ ic hunting, 
trapping, & fi shing. 

FORAGING:col lecting 
consumable plants  
(food/medicina l )

John Michel Education about what wi l l /wi l l  not make you run for a  
bathroom.

No Yes None

GEOCACHING
Permiss ible now? Maybe create vi rtua l  caches  to 
encourage vis i tors  to see unique areas? No No None

GINSENG GATHERING No Yes None

HIKING RIchard Lutz

Safe tra i l s  access ible from multiple locations , 
minimized user confl icts  on tra i l , tra i l s  that are wel l -
mainta ined, blazed, and passable.  Tra i l s  are wel l  
mainta ined, blazed and passable. Minimal  impact to 
tra i l s  (and viewshed) from logging, minera l  extraction, 
uti l i ties , right of ways , etc. Congress ional ly des ignated 
National  Scenic and His toric Tra i l s  managed according 
to des ignated pol icies . Recreation faci l i ties  that serve 
tra i l  users  and enhance the hiking experience should 
be provided.

No No

Tra i l s , parking, toi lets , 
camps i tes , shel ters , 

potable water, tra i lheads , 
tra i lhead kiosks , 

wayfinding s ignage.

Tom Jenkins  Dam (    Burr Oak State Park, Wal lace     Vi l lage of Shawne Buckeye Tra i l  Association (Imhoff Preserve)

HORSEBACK RIDING

tra i l s , water for horses , tra i l s  should be open year 
round, cross  country riding should be access ible, water 
for horses  and hi tching post ava i labi l i ty. His tory and 
land mark s ignage riding to points  of interest, 
increased tra i l  looping, Safe scenic, susta inable tra i l s , 
spurs  to scenic areas  with tie post. No logging or clear 
cutting a long recreational  tra i l s  for the scenic and use 
va lue to usse. 911 APP points  of access  for recreational  
users  and rescue. 

No Tra i l s
Tra i l s , parking, toi lets , 

corra ls , troughs , tie-post, 
handicap mounting block

HUNTING: deer Matt Mis icka diverse habitat, safe parking, l imited use/l imited 
dis turbance (seasonal ly?)

No Yes Parking

National  Forests  
(240,000 
acres ), Wi ldl i fe 
Refuges  (8,945 
acres )

Divis ion of Wi ldl i fe 
(213,574 acres , 95% open to 
publ ic hunting), Divis ion of 
Forestry (200,620 acres , 95% 
open to publ ic 
hunting), Divis ion of Parks  
(122,838 acres , some open-
hunting, some control led 
hunts ), Divis ion of Natura l  
Areas  and Preserves  (16,014 
acres , some control led 
hunts )

AEP (60,000 acres  
operated 
col laboratively 
with DOW for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping)

(1) No net loss  of 
publ ic lands  
ava i lable for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping. 
(2) Active 
management for 
target species .

LOST: Mead Corporation Lands : 
most of the 140,000 acres  (9 
di fferent southern Ohio counties ) 
owned by Mead were open for 
publ ic hunting, but s ince 2006 80% 
of that acreage was  sold to private 
interests  (including out-of-s tate 
hunting leases ).  About 20% is  now 
held by DOW. LOST: About 25,000 
acres  of AEP holdings  in Meigs , 
Muskingum, and Coshocton 
Counties  have been sold to private 
interest and lost to publ ic hunting, 
trapping, & fi shing. 

HUNTING: turkey Matt 
Mis icka

mature hardwoods , safe parking, l imited use/l imited 
dis turbance (seasonal ly?)

No Yes Parking

National  Forests  
(240,000 acres ), 
Wi ldl i fe Refuges  
(8,945 acres )

Divis ion of Wi ldl i fe 
(213,574 acres , 95% open to 
publ ic hunting), Divis ion of 
Forestry (200,620 acres , 95% 
open to publ ic 
hunting), Divis ion of Parks  
(122,838 acres , some open-
hunting, some control led 
hunts ), Divis ion of Natura l  
Areas  and Preserves  (16,014 
acres , some control led 
hunts )

AEP (60,000 acres  
operated 
col laboratively 
with DOW for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping)

(1) No net loss  of 
publ ic lands  
ava i lable for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping. 
(2) Active 
management for 
target species .

LOST: Mead Corporation Lands : 
most of the 140,000 acres  (9 
di fferent southern Ohio counties ) 
owned by Mead were open for 
publ ic hunting, but s ince 2006 80% 
of that acreage was  sold to private 
interests  (including out-of-s tate 
hunting leases ).  About 20% is  now 
held by DOW. LOST: About 25,000 
acres  of AEP holdings  in Meigs , 
Muskingum, and Coshocton 
Counties  have been sold to private 
interest and lost to publ ic hunting, 
trapping, & fi shing. 

HUNTING: squirrel Matt Mis icka mature hardwoods , safe parking, l imited use/l imited 
dis turbance (seasonal ly?)

No Yes Parking

National  Forests  
(240,000 acres ), 
Wi ldl i fe Refuges  
(8,945 acres )

Divis ion of Wi ldl i fe 
(213,574 acres , 95% open to 
publ ic hunting), Divis ion of 
Forestry (200,620 acres , 95% 
open to publ ic 
hunting), Divis ion of Parks  
(122,838 acres , some open-
hunting, some control led 
hunts ), Divis ion of Natura l  
Areas  and Preserves  (16,014 
acres , some control led 
hunts )

AEP (60,000 acres  
operated 
col laboratively 
with DOW for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping)

(1) No net loss  of 
publ ic lands  
ava i lable for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping. 
(2) Active 
management for 
target species .

LOST: Mead Corporation Lands : 
most of the 140,000 acres  (9 
di fferent southern Ohio counties ) 
owned by Mead were open for 
publ ic hunting, but s ince 2006 80% 
of that acreage was  sold to private 
interests  (including out-of-s tate 
hunting leases ).  About 20% is  now 
held by DOW. LOST: About 25,000 
acres  of AEP holdings  in Meigs , 
Muskingum, and Coshocton 
Counties  have been sold to private 
interest and lost to publ ic hunting, 
trapping, & fi shing. 

HUNTING: rabbi t Matt Mis icka open fields , open woods , safe parking, l imited 
use/l imited dis turbance (seasonal ly?)

No Yes Parking

National  Forests  
(240,000 acres ), 
Wi ldl i fe Refuges  
(8,945 acres )

Divis ion of Wi ldl i fe 
(213,574 acres , 95% open to 
publ ic hunting), Divis ion of 
Forestry (200,620 acres , 95% 
open to publ ic 
hunting), Divis ion of Parks  
(122,838 acres , some open-
hunting, some control led 
hunts ), Divis ion of Natura l  
Areas  and Preserves  (16,014 
acres , some control led 
hunts )

AEP (60,000 acres  
operated 
col laboratively 
with DOW for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping)

(1) No net loss  of 
publ ic lands  
ava i lable for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping. 
(2) Active 
management for 
target species .

LOST: Mead Corporation Lands : 
most of the 140,000 acres  (9 
di fferent southern Ohio counties ) 
owned by Mead were open for 
publ ic hunting, but s ince 2006 80% 
of that acreage was  sold to private 
interests  (including out-of-s tate 
hunting leases ).  About 20% is  now 
held by DOW. LOST: About 25,000 
acres  of AEP holdings  in Meigs , 
Muskingum, and Coshocton 
Counties  have been sold to private 
interest and lost to publ ic hunting, 
trapping, & fi shing. 

HUNTING: ruffed 
grouse

Heather 
Shaw (RGS 
Regional  
Biologis t)

BMP’s  for ruffed grouse (habi tat needs  change 
throughout the year): Diverse forest age classes  
dis tributed within a  mosaic at a  landscape sca le 
including: (1) Intermix of coni fers  at lower dens i ties  
for thermal  cover, (2) Intermix of mature trees  and 
s tands  that provide winter food source (mosaic), (3) 
Dense young forest for spring through summer 
breeding cover, (4) Drumming and nesting cover 
includes  interspersed cuts  20 acres  or larger 0-15 years  
old adjacent to mature s tands , (5) Brood rearing 
habi tat includes  pole s i zed s tands  with understory 
including a lder, hazel , i ronwood, cherry, etc. for soft 
mast food source as  wel l  as  herbaceous  openings .

No Yes

To improve grouse hunting in 
the WNF: (1) maps depicting 
forest age classes and varying 
habitat types suitable for upland 
game birds (similar to MI HUNT), 
(2) hunter walking trails free from 
ATV use (i.e. restored skid trails 
planted to clover and closed off 
by stump, berm or gate), (3) 
gravel or herbaceous parking 
areas with informational kiosks 
adjacent to hunter walking trails 
away from busy roads or 
intersections, (4) mapped hunter 
walking trail system to improve 
access and use of WNF, (5) 
engagement-project 
participation with local 

National  Forests  
(240,000 acres ), 
Wi ldl i fe Refuges  
(8,945 acres )

Divis ion of Wi ldl i fe 
(213,574 acres , 95% open to 
publ ic hunting), Divis ion of 
Forestry (200,620 acres , 95% 
open to publ ic 
hunting), Divis ion of Parks  
(122,838 acres , some open-
hunting, some control led 
hunts ), Divis ion of Natura l  
Areas  and Preserves  (16,014 
acres , some control led 
hunts )

AEP (60,000 acres  
operated 
col laboratively 
with DOW for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping)

(1) No net loss  of 
publ ic lands  
ava i lable for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping. 
(2) Active 
management for 
target species .

LOST: Mead Corporation Lands : 
most of the 140,000 acres  (9 
di fferent southern Ohio counties ) 
owned by Mead were open for 
publ ic hunting, but s ince 2006 80% 
of that acreage was  sold to private 
interests  (including out-of-s tate 
hunting leases ).  About 20% is  now 
held by DOW. LOST: About 25,000 
acres  of AEP holdings  in Meigs , 
Muskingum, and Coshocton 
Counties  have been sold to private 
interest and lost to publ ic hunting, 
trapping, & fi shing. 

HUNTING: waterfowl Matt Mis icka wetlands , safe parking, l imited use/l imited 
dis turbance (seasonal ly?)

No Yes Parking

National  Forests  
(240,000 acres ), 
Wi ldl i fe Refuges  
(8,945 acres )

Divis ion of Wi ldl i fe 
(213,574 acres , 95% open to 
publ ic hunting), Divis ion of 
Forestry (200,620 acres , 95% 
open to publ ic 
hunting), Divis ion of Parks  
(122,838 acres , some open-
hunting, some control led 
hunts ), Divis ion of Natura l  
Areas  and Preserves  (16,014 
acres , some control led 
hunts )

AEP (60,000 acres  
operated 
col laboratively 
with DOW for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping)

(1) No net loss  of 
publ ic lands  
ava i lable for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping. 
(2) Active 
management for 
target species .

LOST: Mead Corporation Lands : 
most of the 140,000 acres  (9 
di fferent southern Ohio counties ) 
owned by Mead were open for 
publ ic hunting, but s ince 2006 80% 
of that acreage was  sold to private 
interests  (including out-of-s tate 
hunting leases ).  About 20% is  now 
held by DOW. LOST: About 25,000 
acres  of AEP holdings  in Meigs , 
Muskingum, and Coshocton 
Counties  have been sold to private 
interest and lost to publ ic hunting, 
trapping, & fi shing. 

MOUNTAIN BIKING tra i l s No Tra i l s Tra i l s , parking, toi lets

MUSHROOM HUNTING John Michel

Very tight season, wi l l  need monitoring and publ ici zed 
awareness  campaign to draw hunters  when the time 
i s  right.  Links  to Educational  sources  about types  of 
mushrooms and how to cook them is  needed too.

No Yes None

OHM RIDING: 
motorcycles

John Michel , 
Steve 
Sa l i sbury

Tra i l s : susta inable s ingle-track, USFS speci fied at 18" 
track width, l ike mounta in bikers , des igned to 
cha l lenge riders  not to see how fast they can go, but 
rther how smoothly through serpentine tra i l s  which 
may include narrow openings  between adjacent trees , 
rocks  and other natura l  barriers ; restrooms, drinking 
water sources , outdoor & indoor showers  to cool  off 
and de-mud riders  and their bikes .

Yes Tra i l s

Tra i l s , parking, toi lets , 
potable water, 

informational  tra i l  s igns  
not just na i l s  with colored 

plastic washers

OHV RIDING: atv John Michel
tra i l s , restrooms, drinking water sources , outdoor & 
indoor showers  to cool  off and de-mud riders  and 
their atv.

Yes Tra i l s

Tra i l s , parking, toi lets , 
potable water, 

informational  tra i l  s igns  
not just na i l s  with colored 

plastic washers

OHV RIDING: utv John Michel
tra i l s , restrooms, drinking water sources , outdoor & 
indoor showers  to cool  off and de-mud riders  and 
their utv.

Yes Tra i l s

Tra i l s , parking, toi lets , 
potable water, 

informational  tra i l  s igns  
not just na i l s  with colored 

plastic washers
ORIENTEERING Establ i sh marked courses  for beginner, intermedite, ad No No Parking
PHOTOGRAPHY: 
nature, photo 
competi tions

No No None

PICNICKING No No Tra i l s , parking, toi lets
PUBLIC SHOOTING 
RANGE Does  one exis t on the WNF?
ROADS: publ ic 
access , emergency 
access

John Michel
Safe, wide enough for larger campers , s ignage, 
di rections  to attractions , maps Yes Yes Roads , s igns

SCENERY: scenic 
drives , scenic byways maps , s ignage Yes No Signs

SPECIAL AREAS: old 
growth forest 
remanants

No No None

SPECIAL EVENTS: 
weddings , outdoor 
ampitheater

No Yes Structures , parking, toi lets

SWIMMING John Michel

Check out Indian Lake SP new pool  & commisary. It's  
the bomb, and now people want to camp in the spots  
near i t.  In the past, the lake s ide spots  were the most 
des i reable.

No No

Swimming pool , near a  
commisary that sel l s  i ce 
cream bars  and drinks . 

(Jobs  & revenue & happy 
kids  !

TRAINING: faci l i ties  
for publ ic to learn 
outdoor ski l l s

John Michel

bui ldings , outdoor ampitheaters ,
Archery/Axe n Hatchet/Olympic Ai r Ri fle/.22 ri fle 
RANGES (NB Platt River SP has  NRA sponsored faci l i ties  
for these kinds  of things  so based on that model  
maybe we can partner with them to get this  done.)

No Yes Structures , parking, toi lets

TRAPPING: Beaver

Matt 
Mis icka, 
Kei th 
Daniels  
(OSTA)

forested ponds , lakes , and rivers ; increased offering of 
permits  to a l low trapping beyond nuisance permits .

Sometimes Yes
Parking, OHV tra i l s  to a l low 

access  to more remote 
areas .

National  Forests  
(240,000 acres ), 
Wi ldl i fe Refuges  
(8,945 acres )

Divis ion of Wi ldl i fe 
(213,574 acres , 95% open to 
publ ic hunting), Divis ion of 
Forestry (200,620 acres , 95% 
open to publ ic 
hunting), Divis ion of Parks  
(122,838 acres , some open-
hunting, some control led 
hunts ), Divis ion of Natura l  
Areas  and Preserves  (16,014 
acres , some control led 
hunts )

AEP (60,000 acres  
operated 
col laboratively 
with DOW for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping)

(1) No net loss  of 
publ ic lands  
ava i lable for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping. 
(2) Active 
management for 
target species .

LOST: Mead Corporation Lands : 
most of the 140,000 acres  (9 
di fferent southern Ohio counties ) 
owned by Mead were open for 
publ ic hunting, but s ince 2006 80% 
of that acreage was  sold to private 
interests  (including out-of-s tate 
hunting leases ).  About 20% is  now 
held by DOW. LOST: About 25,000 
acres  of AEP holdings  in Meigs , 
Muskingum, and Coshocton 
Counties  have been sold to private 
interest and lost to publ ic hunting, 
trapping, & fi shing. 

TRAPPING: Otter Matt Mis icka rivers , lakes , and marshes , minimal  human dis turbance   Sometimes Yes
Parking, tra i l s  to a l low 
access  to more remote 

areas .

National  Forests  
(240,000 acres ), 
Wi ldl i fe Refuges  
(8,945 acres )

Divis ion of Wi ldl i fe 
(213,574 acres , 95% open to 
publ ic hunting), Divis ion of 
Forestry (200,620 acres , 95% 
open to publ ic 
hunting), Divis ion of Parks  
(122,838 acres , some open-
hunting, some control led 
hunts ), Divis ion of Natura l  
Areas  and Preserves  (16,014 
acres , some control led 
hunts )

AEP (60,000 acres  
operated 
col laboratively 
with DOW for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping)

(1) No net loss  of 
publ ic lands  
ava i lable for 
publ ic hunting, 
fi shing, trapping. 
(2) Active 
management for 
target species .

LOST: Mead Corporation Lands : 
most of the 140,000 acres  (9 
di fferent southern Ohio counties ) 
owned by Mead were open for 
publ ic hunting, but s ince 2006 80% 
of that acreage was  sold to private 
interests  (including out-of-s tate 
hunting leases ).  About 20% is  now 
held by DOW. LOST: About 25,000 
acres  of AEP holdings  in Meigs , 
Muskingum, and Coshocton 
Counties  have been sold to private 
interest and lost to publ ic hunting, 
trapping, & fi shing. 

WILDLIFE: Non-game 
species , bear Matt Mis icka upland hardwoods , 120-150 sq mi  for males , 20-50 for fe No No None

OTHER NOTES
ACCESS: 
communications John Michel adequate cel l  phone coverage cel l  towers

ACCESS: medica l  
services John Michel EMT-tra ined s taff

EMT Stations  near cri tica l  
locations



ACCESS: roads John Michel
Safe, wide enough for larger campers , s ignage, 
di rections  to attractions , maps

Adequate roads , s igns  with 
s i ze l imits  indicated, etc…

MARKETING: 
adverti s ing campaign 
in schools , publ ic 
service 
announcements

John Michel , 
Richard Lutz

Understand the trend in the RV sa les  boom (Check out 
s tock symbols  of THOR, REVG to see their SEC reports  
on sa les/profi ts/regional  uni ts  sa les  to keep up with 
the growing need for more destinations .) Hiking maps , 
descriptions  of hiking epereinces , guided hikes , 
promotion of tra i l  sys tem(s) in WNF or connected to 
WNF tra i l s .

Dedicated NPO relationship 
bui lding s taffers . Create a  
few jobs  to promote 
reaching out.  Onl ine, socia l  
media , at vi s i tor center(s ), 
tra i lhead kiosks , etc...
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