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Bitterra‘@t Mational Forest
Attn: Forest Plan Amendment
1801 1. First Street
Hamilton, -MT 59840

Re: Fﬂe C@de i%@
Cammams ﬁn F@res*i Pian Amendmem

: We i:he uﬁéersigned. bemg hﬂsbmd wnfe msh w thank the F@r@s& Serviee for the;&r leﬂcr of
' 'Decembcr 18 2019, requesiing comments. zegardmg the pmpgsed Forest Plan Amendment.
‘We have been owners of Ravalli C@unty tand located on the north shore of Tmpper Creek for
nsarly four decades The ared app@aiegﬁ to-us from the b@gmnmg of our first visit o this area )
198% when. we pmchased 20.07 acrés sf 1am§ Ome ei@mem of ag}peal was the Wﬂdi;fa tbaﬁ; we
_ebserved which We cons1der an an@rtant e:iemezﬁ @f any mmmnmmt _

We hmfe c‘iegrﬁ:es fr@m Umversﬁy @f I@W& i)e‘ﬁa n msrsmg am:i j i in eponornics: smd a an
degree. Tn June of 1998 we both compietﬁd the Forest Stswardsh@: W@rkghap and made an -
_appxwed p}aﬁ speclﬁa: to our property. That Aﬁgust Diella attended the Riparian Stewatdsh;;&
Workshop in Missouta. Since that time we bave wsed our learnings from those tlasses and on
site visits to gmde us in taking care of oy pwpeﬁy Following the fires of 2000 we were the
first landowners n Ravaiia Cmmi:y {0 participate in the DNRC program of thinning the fi}resi a8
well as the fire retardant program. That pmgmm alsg pmv;dcd cost Shafmg between the owWher
and the gavemment entity. Our Tamd had many noxious weeds, inclading Knapweed, and we
have pulled, spot sprayc& pald for i:he upper 15 acres io haVe mmercmi weed control, a3 well
as using insects to rid our pmpeﬁy of weeds. N elther gf us are huﬂtem, but we z*espect the useof
Federai iand f@r f@&f&ﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁi huﬁtmg ' - -

Thmugh our hves here we 'have; occasmnal iy asked the F@rest Sewme f@r help on pr@biems and

© cannol recall an occasion. of dlsappomnnent This léads usio believe the program in question
wonld be appropriate at thf: present tirne sinee it has niot been. %ﬁbstammiy updz&ted for 32 YEars
and there have been newer research projects. There have always been problems to wildlife from
disease, predatory imbalances, and p@a@hmg We how have the new and tr@mend@us danger of
climate change, exhibited by mcrcasmg?y dazﬁgemua wﬁdﬁr@s which wﬂi test even the best
agency in enwmﬁmental matters.

Therefore, we stmngiy favor the 1mplemem:a‘tmﬂ of the above discussed pmgam We believe the
Fﬂrest Service is the best eniity to fead i in this monumental. endeavor.
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