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To the Forest Service:
 
Attached find a cover letter from the Center and numerous attachments submitting comment on the
Alaska Roadless Rule. Specifically, the letter and attachment provide to the Forest Service numerous
editorials, letters to the editor, and op-eds supporting the ‘no action’ alternative.
 
We will also submit these documents via the Forest Service’s website.
 
Because of the size of the attachments, we will provide these documents in three emails. This is the
first of three.
 
Ted Z.
 
==================
Edward B. (Ted) Zukoski, Senior Attorney
Center for Biological Diversity
1536 Wynkoop Street, Suite 421
Denver, CO 80202
(he/him/his)
(cell) (303) 641-3149
tzukoski@biologicaldiversity.org
www.biologicaldiversity.org
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December 16, 2019 
 
Ken Tu, Interdisciplinary Team Leader  
Alaska Roadless Rule 
USDA Forest Service, Alaska Region 
Ecosystem Planning and Budget Staff 
P.O. Box 21628 
Juneau, Alaska 99802-1628 
Email: akroadlessrule@usda.gov; Kenneth.tu@usda.gov  
Via: www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54511;  



https://www.regulations.gov/comment?D=FS-2019-0023-0001  
 
Re: Comment on Alaska Roadless Rule 
 
To the Forest Service: 
 
On behalf of the Center for Biological Diversity (the Center), and its 1.4 million members and 
supporters, thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments on the draft EIS and 
proposed rulemaking concerning the management of roadless areas in Alaska. The Center is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization based in Tucson, Arizona, with offices across the country. The 
Center is dedicated to protecting and restoring imperiled species and natural ecosystems. The 
Center uses science, policy, and law to advocate for the conservation and recovery of species on 
the brink of extinction and the habitats they need to survive. The Center has and continues to 
actively advocate for increased protections for species (including grizzly bear, Alexander 
Archipelago wolf, Queen Charlotte goshawk, and other species native to the Tongass National 
Forest) and their habitats across North America. 



The Center is a signatory to other comments submitted this day on the Alaska Roadless Rule. We 
write separately here to provide the Forest Service with more than three dozens op-eds, letters to 
the editor, and editorials that have appeared in the media (many in Southeast Alaska outlets) 
supporting full protection for all of the inventoried roadless areas on the Tongass National 
Forest. 



We request that the Forest Service consider and respond to each one of these op-eds, letters to 
the editor, or editorials as separate comments and respond to each substantive point raised in 
each attachment in any subsequently prepared NEPA document. We also request that the Forest 
Service consider the weight of these many public statements in choosing among alternatives 
because the submissions demonstrate the wide and deep opposition to removing Roadless Rule 
protections for Tongass roadless areas. 



Thank you for your attention to this issue. 
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Sincerely, 



 
Edward B. Zukoski, Senior Attorney 
Center for Biological Diversity 
1536 Wynkoop Street, Suite 421 
Denver, CO 80202 
(cell) (303) 641-3149 
tzukoski@biologicaldiversity.org 
 
Encs.  Letters to the editor, op-eds, editorials 













Aug. 29, 2019 at 2:46 pm



Once again, President Donald Trump has decided to threaten cataclysmic damage to a prized
Alaskan natural resource and beyond.



On the heels of the abhorrent rollback of protections for salmon-rich Bristol Bay, Trump has set
officials to work on stripping the Tongass National Forest’s protection against wide-scale
logging. By mid-2020, Trump wants to cut back protections that block logging across the 16
million-acre old-growth forest and a total of nearly 60 million acres in 39 states.



This is bad governance and abusive stewardship of a unique American resource. Alaska’s
political leaders have shown disappointing judgment in pushing for the protection to be lifted.
And Trump, true to form, has amplified a poor decision by big-footing U.S. Forest Service plans
that carry a less disastrous impact.



Trump’s attack on Tongass threatens to have an immense impact far beyond the forest.
According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, more wild salmon come from the streams,
rivers and lakes within Tongass than from every other national forest. The fishery produces 80%
of Southeast Alaska’s commercial salmon output, the base for about 10% of the region’s total
jobs. Native bears and the northern resident orca population depend on this ample salmon
supply just as much.



The Trump plan would affect the two-thirds of Tongass, nearly 10 million acres, not officially
preserved as wilderness lands. It exempts Alaska from the roadless rule, instituted in the waning
days of Bill Clinton’s presidency, which restricts road building and logging in national forests.
Granting state-specific exemptions to this national conservation policy — which Utah has also
requested — is haphazard governance, in addition to the potentially catastrophic impact on
America’s largest national forest.



In nearly two decades under the roadless rule, Tongass has partially recovered from the
aggressive greed of the 20th-century logging industry. According to one estimate, half of the
towering old-growth trees within Tongass were clear-cut before the ban. In 2013, when federal
leadership conscientiously pursued preservation, nature advocates identified 77 key watersheds
covering 2 million acres of Tongass as critical salmon- and trout-spawning grounds that
development could threaten.



Do you have something to say?



Share your opinion by sending a Letter to the Editor. Email letters@seattletimes.com and please
include your full name, address and telephone number for verification only. Letters are limited
to 200 words.



Rather than the rollback Trump proposes, the Forest Service should continue its current policy
of reviewing Tongass proposals case-by-case. This process has authorized nearly 60 projects on
Alaska’s protected roadless lands. America’s forests and salmon need more protections, not
evisceration.



The roadless rule is long overdue to be given the full force of federal law, as both of
Washington’s U.S. senators have proposed. The nation’s forestlands, and the wildlife dependent
on them, require too much time to recover from damage to be vulnerable to whipsawing
presidential policies. When the political climate changes, this legislation must be revisited.



The Seattle Times editorial board members are editorial page editor Kate Riley, Frank A.



Stop the assault on Tongass forest https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/editorials/stop-the-assault-on-tong...
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Blethen, Brier Dudley, Jennifer Hemmingsen, Mark Higgins, Derrick Nunnally and William K.
Blethen (emeritus).
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Trump to Miners, Loggers and 
Drillers: This Land Is Your Land 
From Alaska's Tongass National Forest to Minnesota's Boundary Waters, the 



Trump administration wants to despoil, not preserve, America's resources. 



By The Editorial Board 
The editorial board represents the opinions of the board, its editor and the publisher. It is 
separate from the newsroom and the Op-Ed section. 



Aug. 31,2019 



The tug-of-war over America's public lands between those who would protect them for 
future generations and those who would exploit them for immediate commercial gain has 



a long history. The two Roosevelts, Richard Nixon, Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton were 
mostly sympathetic to the cause of conservation, Ronald Reagan and the second George 
Bush decidedly less so. But for sheer hostility to environmental values, Donald Trump 
has no equal. 



Mr. Trump arrived in the White House with little interest in conservation, his idea of 
nature framed largely by his golf courses. He was, to boot, almost pathologically 
dedicated to obliterating anything President Obama had done to reduce global warming 
gases, preserve open space and help endangered species. 



This translated into a simple operating strategy: Get rid of things the fossil fuel industry 
didn't like and rubber-stamp the stuff it wanted. 



Hence the rollback of Obama rules limiting power plant emissions of greenhouse gases, 



and the proposed rollback of regulations governing methane, a powerful global warming 
gas. (Next up, it seems certain, is the reversal of Obama rules mandating more fuel
efficient vehicles.) 



Hence also the gifts over the last two years to mining and oil and gas interests of vast 



areas previously shielded from exploration - two national monuments in Utah, millions 
of acres reserved for the threatened sage grouse, much of the outer continental shelf and 
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the long-protected coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 



Bears Ears National Monument in Utah. Francisco Kjolseth/The Salt Lake Tribune. via 
Associated Press 



That's not all. In the shadow of these big ticket items, Mr. Trump has presided over 



several less visible travesties. We offer three. One is his push to open the Tongass 



National Forest in Alaska to logging. The others are his efforts to revive two potentially 



destructive mining projects - one near Alaska's Bristol Bay, the other near the Boundary 



Waters Canoe Area Wilderness in Minnesota. 



In all three cases, Mr. Trump has breathed new life into bad ideas thought to be dead and 



buried or getting there. Together they demonstrate again how Mr. Trump, when faced 



with a choice between commerce and conservation, reflexively sides with the former, 



even when the economic case for conservation is strong. 



THE TONGASS 



Just before leaving office, Bill Clinton signed off on one of his most important 



conservation initiatives. Known as the Roadless Rule, it effectively barred logging, 



mining and other commercial development on 58.5 million acres of national forests across 



the country. Included in that rule was more than half of Alaska's 16.7 million acre Tongass 



National Forest, 9.5 million acres, meaning that just about all the forest would henceforth 
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be protected, since Congress had already designated about 5.7 million acres as permanent 



wilderness. 



Spread across an archipelago encompassing most of southeastern Alaska, the Tongass 



includes magnificent stands of old-growth trees and is home to a rich variety of wildlife, 



including grizzlies and salmon. All this would now be protected. Alaska's politicians were 



not thrilled, joining with the George W. Bush administration in endless court challenges, 



ultimately to no avail. 



Recently, however, the Forest Service has been working on a new roadless rule, specific to 



the Tongass, that could permit more logging. That's bad, but not bad enough for Mr. 



Trump. The Washington Post reported on 1\lesday that the president has ordered 



Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue, who oversees the Forest Service, to draw up a plan 



that would wipe out protections for all of the 9.5 million acres of roadless forest protected 



nearly 20 years ago. 



It is not clear why Mr. Trump is doing this, apart from wanting to make Alaska's 



Republican leaders happy. The economic gains would be uncertain at best; the timber 



industry has been in steep decline for years, whereas renewed large-scale logging would 



inflict damage on two big moneymakers, tourism and the seafood industry. The Tongass 



is the spawning ground for about 40 percent of the wild salmon that populate the West 



Coast. At the end of the day the biggest loss may be the trees themselves and all the good 



things they do, which include storing and absorbing carbon dioxide, a major cause of 



global warming. Which, as we know, is the last thing on the president's mind. 



THE PEBBLE MINE 



In 2010, the Obama administration restricted oil drilling in Alaska's Bristol Bay, America's 



richest salmon fishery and the heart of a multibillion dollar regional fishing industry. Yet 



one huge threat to this extraordinary ecosystem remained: a proposed gold and copper 



operation known as the Pebble Mine that its backers claimed would add 1,000 jobs to 



Alaska's economy while unearthing $300 billion worth of gold, copper and molybdenum. 



Opponents worried that the mine and its discharges could poison the headwaters of 



Bristol Bay, a threat to which the people of Alaska were not insensitive. In 2008, they 



came very close to blocking the project in a referendum that drew support from three 



former governors, including two Republicans, and the then-dean of the congressional 



delegation, Senator Ted Stevens. Industry spent $12 million advertising the mine's 
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purported economic benefits; that, plus a last-minute pro-mining push by Gov. Sarah 



Palin, turned the tide in its favor. 



The Obama Environmental Protection Agency had its doubts, and in 2011 began a series 



of studies. The preliminary findings were worrisome: Building a big operation like Pebble 



would destroy streams and wetlands, but the biggest threat was the catastrophic failure 



of the huge man-made reservoirs known as "tailing ponds" where mining companies 



typically store toxic acids, metals and other mining wastes. If those were breached 



somehow, spawning streams would be widely polluted. Subsequent studies did nothing to 



diminish those fears, and in 2014, Gina McCarthy, then administrator of the agency, said 



that "extensive scientific study has given us ample reason to believe that the Pebble Mine 



would likely have significant and irreversible negative impacts on the Bristol Bay 



watershed and its abundant salmon fisheries." 



This did not block the mine, because the company had not filed for a permit to build one. 



What it amounted to was a determination that the agency would very likely say no if the 



company insisted in going forward. Late last month, however, Mr. Trump's E.P.A. threw 



the project a lifeline. It withdrew Ms. McCarthy's proposed determination, in effect 



removing any threat of a veto. This caused the stock of Northern Dynasty Minerals, the 



mining company, to soar. The project still faces headwinds in Congress, and needs a 



permit from the Army Corps of Engineers. But for the moment it has the presidential 



endorsement it needed. 



BOUNDARY WATERS 



As in Alaska, mining wastes are at the center of a fierce dispute in Minnesota over a 



proposed copper and nickel mine that would be built on national forest lands adjacent to 



the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, a spectacular wilderness of more than a 



million acres and more than a thousand lakes. And as in Alaska, the mining company says 



the project would provide badly-needed jobs in a depressed area, and that pollution risks 



are minimal. Also as in Alaska, the environmental community is terrified that leakage 



from the stored waste would poison streams that flow into the Boundary Waters. Walter 



Mondale, the former vice president and senator, in a Times Op-Ed piece three years ago, 



called such an outcome "catastrophic." 



The campaign to stop the mine found a sympathetic ear in the Obama administration's 



Interior Department, which decided not to renew two expired leases held by a Chilean-
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owned company, Twin Metals Minnesota. It did so after the Forest Service, which also has 



a say in the matter, concluded that the mine posed a serious risk to the wilderness. But 



then came another lifeline. In 2018, Mr. Trump's Interior Department reinstated the 



leases, while Mr. Perdue, at the Forest Service, abruptly canceled what he had promised 



would be an exhaustive study of the perils of mining on federal lands next to Boundary 



Waters. 



What had happened? The usual. As Steve Eder and Hiroko Tabuchi recounted in The 



Times on June 25, the Chilean mining conglomerate mounted a major lobbying campaign 



with senior administration officials, including the White House's top energy adviser. The 



Times also reported that Ivanka Trump and Jared Kushner had rented a house in 



Washington belonging to Andr6nico Luksic, the billionaire whose family controls the 



company. This may not have hurt the conglomerate's cause. On June 20, Mr. Trump flew 



to a "Make America Great Again" rally in Duluth to announce that a new day had 



dawned, that America's "rich natural resources;' which the Obama administration had 



"put under lock and key, " would be set free - including the mineral deposits next to 



Boundary Waters. 



The mining project still has a long way to go. The company has yet to file a detailed plan, 



which must then face multiple environmental reviews. This could take years - plenty of 



time, one hopes, for a different vision of America's "rich natural resources" to seize the 



day. 



The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or 
any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com. 



Follow The New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Twitter (@NYTopinion) and Instagram. 
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Dec. 13, 2019 at 2:49 pm



As a retired Iraq war veteran who served my country for 24 years in the Navy, I was concerned to
read the recent Op-Ed “Save the rare wild beauty of the Tongass National Forest from renewed
logging” [Dec. 8, Opinion].



Those who serve our country fought to preserve our American freedoms and lifestyles. The 2001
national forest Roadless Rule protected nearly 60 million acres of our last remaining old-growth
forests, intact watersheds and wild rivers. These are quintessential American landscapes that
provide strength and healing for many veterans who’ve returned from deployments marked by
desperation and violent conflict.



The ability to connect with our public lands, including roadless areas, is essential to the
American experience and provides important values to veterans. Like so many Americans,
veterans count on our national, roadless areas for fishing, hiking, camping and hunting. Some
veterans turn to the outdoors to heal from the trauma of war and renew bonds with family
members after long deployments.



Protecting these lands is one way that America can give back to its heroes who have paid such a
high price for our freedoms.



Rick Hegdahl, Bellevue



View
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LETTERS 



Protecting Our Wilderness, 
From the President 
Readers protest President Trump's decision to open the Tongass National Forest in 



Alaska to logging. Also: Don't lump all extremists together; friendships across 



generations. 



Sept. 9, 2019 



More from our inbox: 



• A False Equivalence: All Extremists Aren't Equal 



• Friends Keep Me Young 



To the Editor: 



Re "This Land Is Their Land" (editorial, Sept. 1): 



President Trump's directive to wipe out protections for the Tongass National Forest in 
Alaska threatens to drag us back to a time when the federal government was in the 
business of subsidizing the degradation of one of our greatest natural treasures, with 



timber sales that cost taxpayers more than $20 million a year. 



Throughout the 1980s, the Forest Service lost anywhere from 91 to 99 cents for every 
dollar it spent sending 450 million board feet of old-growth timber - trees that predated 
the signing of the Constitution - to countries in the Pacific Rim. Each tree was sold for 



less than the price of a McDonald's Big Mac. 



In 1990, I wrote the Tongass Timber Reform Act to stop the Forest Service's reckless 
practices and move toward a future that makes sense economically and ecologically. 



President Trump's latest boondoggle would undo hard-fought progress to preserve the 
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world's largest remaining temperate rainforest, at a time when the future of our planet 



depends on it more than ever. 



Robert Mrazek 



Ithaca, N.Y. 



The writer, a Democrat, is aformer New York congressman and is honorary chairman of 



the Alaska Wilderness League. 



To the Editor: 



Your editorial should prompt all of us to stand up and declare, "This land is our land;' The 



public lands belong to us, the people. 



President Dwight D. Eisenhower appointed the Outdoor Recreation Resources Review 



Commission, which recommended protecting wilderness areas; the Wilderness Act of 



1964 followed. 



But some wild lands still lack adequate protection despite increasing awareness of 



wilderness values. Wilderness areas provide habitat for wildlife (flora as well as fauna), 



serve as migration corridors for many species, protect watersheds and store carbon. Just 



the idea of wilderness soothes our souls. 



Likewise, near where I live, there are wild lands lacking protection in the Gallatin Range 



and elsewhere in the Northern Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, so I am a founding 



member of the Gallatin Yellowstone Wilderness Alliance. 



Anne Millbrooke 



Bozeman, Mont. 



















Dec. 11, 2019 at 3:58 pm



Re: “Save the rare wild beauty of the Tongass National Forest from renewed logging”:



North America’s coastal temperate rainforest at one time extended over 60 million acres from
California to Alaska, but much of it has been irreversibly altered by logging and development.
The remaining ancient forests that blanket our region’s coastline are the nurseries for our
salmon and orca who depend on them, world-class destinations for recreation and tourism and
home to communities that extend back centuries.



These are our rainforests of home. While it’s easy to feel helpless as we watch the Amazon
rainforest diminish in size every year, we are witnessing these same threats in our own backyard.
In Alaska’s Tongass National Forest, a proposal would allow new road construction and ill-
advised logging that would rip apart the fabric of the ecosystem. We need to uphold the integrity
of the Roadless Rule that protects 9 million acres of intact roadless areas on the Tongass; we
need to reject the Trump administration’s proposal to open these remaining stands of ancient
forest to development and resource extraction that will impact the landscape for centuries.



Rainforest protection begins here in our region.



Thomas O’Keefe, Pacific Northwest stewardship director, American Whitewater



View



Rainforest protection begins here in our region https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/rainforest-prot...



1 of 1 12/16/2019, 3:00 PM













Democracy Dies in Darkness
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I went to a Nov. 14 public hearing on the fate of America’s iconic wilderness in Alaska —



the Tongass. The U.S. Forest Service provided six options for future development. The



agriculture secretary is likely to greenlight the most extreme alternative: opening 9 million



acres of Tongass to logging, much of it old-growth trees hundreds of years old.



Alaska Natives said they were being shoved aside by the federal government, which is able



to quantify the forest but doesn’t understand it. We all live in the natural world, and we



must learn to live with it, not against it. Or pay the price. The current administration



doesn’t recognize that, instead making decisions unilaterally. My impression was that the



officials at the hearing were listening but not hearing the people. Until that changes, we’ll



all be voices crying in the wilderness, instead of empowered American citizens.



Matthew Liptak, Severn



Read more letters to the editor.
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