[bookmark: _GoBack]To Whom it may concern,

My name is Breanna Fahrenholz and I am a Sophomore at Northeast Community College in Norfolk, Ne. I am writing this letter regarding the possibilities of the government opening protected land to the public and preparing it for deforestation. 
I am writing in opposition to this act. By opening up the protected land to the public to use for deforestation and public uses it sets a precedent for the future, meaning is sometime in the future we need more land the law that protects the land will become weaker with each piece of protected land we give up. It begins to put us on a slippery slope. 
Not only will it demote the governments word in the future, but it will also decrease the amount of wildlife, diverse habitats, and spawning habits of fish.  Each one of these is a domino in action and once one domino begins to fall it starts to create a dangerous rippling effect. We saw this effect when they took the wolves out of Yellowstone National Park. We need to learn from our past mistakes and make them better, instead of repeating them. 
Not only will it destroy the diversity of the animals, but it will also destroy the beautiful landscape that people come to see and explore in. This will take away multiple people jobs as well, as many who work for this national forest, are rangers, scientist, and guides to the public. If we take the land we are using for tours, hunting, and fishing that is a huge income loss that could greatly impact the economy. 
Now there are some logging companies that take care in cutting the trees down and trying to preserve the land but in most times, it is not the case. The more careful you are, the more time it takes, and the more time it takes the more money it costs. Due to the rising cost of logging in general, no company is going to want to take more time and more money to do it. 
This national forest is close to many estuaries and has a unique biome. The estuaries are very important to the spawning of fish and are becoming even more important due to the growth of damns that are being used for electricity. The damns ruin the estuaries and spawning process of the fish because the streams are flowing faster and deeper, making it very difficult to lay eggs, and for them to survive. As for the unique biome it is a temperate biome but also gets a lot of rainfall, so it is not completely a temperate are but is not completely a rainforest either. 
Thinking long and short term it would be pointless to open this protected land to the public and logging companies.  Short term we will get a lot of money from the logging we will obtain from tearing down this national forest, but if we think about the long-term effect is it worth it. Long term the ground will get less nutritional and will eventually become barren, whereas if we just leave the forest alone it will make a lot of money with the hunting, lodgings, and tourist fees it intakes year round. 
Please keep all these points into consideration before deciding to tear down one of the largest, most protected National Forest around. 

Sincerely,

Breanna Fahrenholz
