

14 September 2019




US Forest Service
Petersburg Ranger District
c/o Carey Case, Project Leader
PO Box 1328
Petersburg, AK 99833-0383

Re:  Comments on Central Tongass Project #53098

My lifelong residency in the Central Tongass community of Petersburg, Alaska began in 1961. Prior to that I lived in logging camps with my family in Neets Bay (1954 to about 1958) and Ratz Harbor (roughly 1958-1960 – though I was quite young, I do remember seeing a fish trap there in 1958 before they were outlawed as a result of the vote for Alaska statehood) as my father was a faller for different companies. He also was the first faller in Coffman Cove (1961). 

I rarely comment on US Forest Service activities, however, the vagueness inherent within the proposed “Central Tongass Project #53098” leads me to support the “No Action” alternative.

I can still support small sales for local or domestic use, but I am adamantly opposed to exporting round log old growth. Since this plan is enabling the export of old growth timber, I opt for the “No Action” alternative of the Central Tongass Project.

The fact that this plan fails to address specific actions, and instead is wholly fabricated as an approach to minimize public outreach and commentary also leads me to opt for the “No Action” alternative.

The timber supply issue has been resolved through decades of excessive harvest, and it has run its course. Like it or not, the reality is that the timber industry has basically taken a 100-year supply of timber in 80 years or less (my estimate from a lifetime of living, working, and wandering throughout the Tongass). And while the boom years of the mills and 50-year contracts enabled the settlement of Alaska and good employment opportunity for my father and many others, those days are gone.

As a multiple use forest, the timber industry has already reached, if not exceeded its share of the best and easiest to get, and should have no claims on, or priority over other industry’s dependance on the Tongass, i.e., fisheries, tourism, subsistence, or let’s face it, carbon capture.

I oppose further large-scale incursions into the timber base of the Central Tongass, and I support the NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE of this plan.



ADDENDUM

I have been unable to submit my comments online using both Safari and Firefox for the 
https://cara.ecosystem-management.org/Public/CommentInput?project=53098
Forest Service web page due to the site issuing “error” messages on 14-15 September 2019 (see attached screen shots).

Because of this, I had intended to submit my comments in person at the Petersburg Ranger District tomorrow, 16 September 2019, and obtaining a date-stamped receipt. I am able to do this because I reside in Petersburg, Alaska on Mitkof Island, and happen to be physically present at this time. The fact is, my intentions for some time were to be subsistence moose hunting all of this week, instead of dealing with bureaucratic rigmarole like this.

However, I find that the website is back online this morning (16 September 2019), so once again my plan for submitting my comments on the Central Tongass Progress #53098 has changed, and I am doing so electronically instead of hand-delivery.

I am not suggesting that the Forest Service website is offline due to some nefarious act designed to limit my rights to comment, however, it does fall in line with the pattern of the Central Tongass Project #53098. That is, the non-specificity of timber harvest activity, and probable approach toward minimizing public outreach and commentary which I cite in my comment letter — Paragraph 4 on Page 1 of this submission.

The entire Central Tongass Project #53098 needs to be scrapped, and resubmitted at a later date. The “No Action” alternative is the only responsible way to resolve this issue.
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Inside the Forest Service | US Forest Service | US Forest Service - Website

Project Public Reading Room

Fore[%t Service Website Is Currently Unavailable

The Forest Service Web server is currently undergoing routine maintenance or has encountered an unexpected
problem. We are working to bring the Web server back online as swiftly as possible.

We apologize for any inconvenience that this downtime may have caused.

‘" Until this site is available again, we encourage you to contact your local Forest Service office for the

information you need.
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Central Tongass Project #53098

Commenting on This Project

Comments, including anonymous comments, will be accepted at any time. However, comments posted after the close of a
designated comment period may not be able to be given full consideration. Anonymous comments and comments submitted
after the close of the final designated comment period will not provide the commenter standing for administrative review.

The Forest Service values public participation. Communications from the public regarding this project, including commenter’s
names and contact information, will become part of the public record.

Comments, or in some cases other expressions of interest, along with respondent’s contact information, submitted during the
comment period may be necessary to establish a respondent’s eligibility to participate in an administrative review for this
proposed action. Interested members of the public should review the proposal’s information to determine the applicable
administrative review process and the eligibility requirements for that process. The date of the legal notice of opportunity to
comment on this proposed action is the exclusive means for calculating the comment period. For proposals to be documented

with an Environmental Assessment, the legal notice announcing the comment period appears in the Newspaper of Record .
For Draft Environmental Impact Statements, the Notice of Availability announcing the comment period appears in the Federal
Register.

Your comments are reg

Ry Py

uested by 9/16/2019.

Ecosystem Management Coordination oS-
CARA | Comment Analysis and Response Application i

Application Error

An error occurred while processing your request -

Error executing child request for handler
'System.Web.Mvc.HttpHandIerUtil+ServerExecutthtpHandlerWrapper"

For more information about CARA, please visit the

You may /also report this error to the CARA Admin at the following page:

Please include a brief description of repeatable actions which have generated this error.
Thank you,
CARA Support team

Go Back To Previous Page

Inner Exception:

System.Web.HttpUnhandIedException (0x80004005): i
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System.ArgumentNulIException: Value cannot be null.
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From: Ed Wood fvtalon@icloud.com &

Subject: Central Tongass Project #53098 website for public comments is responding with "error messages"

Date: September 14, 2019 at 11:24 AM
To: ccase@fs.fed.us

Hi Carey,

In trying to submit my public comments today on the Central Tongass Project #53098, | received two different error messages as
shown below in the two screen shots—I have cleared my computer and rebooted but the problem persists. Can you please advise if
is aware of and is actively trying to remedy this site problem as the 16 September 2019 deadline is nearing.

someone

Thank you,
Ed Wood
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Central Tongass Project #53098 :

Commenting on This Project

Comments, including anonymous comments, will be accepted at any time. However, comments posted after the close of a
designated comment period may not be able to be given full consideration. Anonymous comments and comments submitted
after the close of the final designated comment period will not provide the commenter standing for administrative review.

The Forest Service values public participation. Communications from the public regarding this project, including commenter’s
names and contact information, will become part of the public record.

Comments, or in some cases other expressions of interest, along with respondent’s contact information, submitted during the
comment period may be necessary to establish a respondent’s eligibility to participate in an administrative review for this
proposed action. Interested members of the public should review the proposal’s information to determine the applicable
administrative review process and the eligibility requirements for that process. The date of the legal notice of opportunity to
comment on this proposed action is the exclusive means for calculating the comment period. For proposals to be documented
with an Environmental Assessment, the legal notice announcing the comment period appears in the Newspaper of Record .

For Draft Environmental Impact Statements, the Notice of Availability announcing the comment period appears in the Federal
Register.

Your comments are requested by 9/16/2019.

Ecosystem Management Coordination
UAS CARA | Comment Analysis and Response Application

Application Error

For more information about CARA, please visit the support page.

You may also report this error to the CARA Admin at the following page:
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