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Ms. Debora Kill
NEPA Coordinator, Forest Service
29211 Highway 184
Dolores, Colorado  81323


Thursday, May 3, 2018

Dear Ms Kill:

Thank you for sending the information regarding the upcoming scoping meetings. Unfortunately, I won't be able to visit the allotments prior to the meetings.
Below are my comments.
It was the summer of 2016 that I spent several weeks traveling in the Mancos-Dolores area. I was disturbed by the trampling of a stream, the cow-pies in areas that were obviously commonly used for camping, and the many flies; so many, that eating required constant vigilance and shooing away.

Recently I read the average tourist contributes $400.00 to a local economy. I know that over the course of the three weeks I was in the area I spent much more than that on food, gas and gifts. 

Travel is my lifestyle. My wife has a business in Albuquerque and she doesn't care to "rough it." As a consequence, I frequently pass through Mancos on my way to and from Albuquerque. In my travels, which, over the past eight years have included Mustang Island in the Gulf of Mexico to Palmer, Alaska (via the Alcan Highway), I’ve been surprised at how many people have asked me if I’ve seen any wildlife. It's with deep chagrin that I tell them there's little more to see than the occasional deer or elk, at least in the lower 48. We all know how incompatible livestock raising is with native trout, foxes, weasels, mice, and the myriad other animals that constitute an ecology. 

Given the above, I would encourage as much reduction in animal units as possible, perhaps even to none. The attraction of wildlife, fishing and an environment free from the reek of cowshit is something many of us, rather than a chosen few, would benefit from.

I noticed in the cover letter mention that "adaptive management actions are included for implementation should proposed actions not achieve desired results." It is my experience that while the Forest Service's intentions are good, it lacks sufficient resources for enforcement. I sincerely hope this is not the case in these allotments.

Again, thank you for sending the information.

Sincerely,


Michael F. Herrmann
 

