October 30, 2016

Dear Supervisors  Mullen and Seesholtz,
It saddens me to point out something you and your staff should already know.  Your proposed Sawtooth and Boise National Forests Invasive Species Project DEIS indicates you will apply glyphosate to public land where families recreate and children play.  Glyphosate is an extremely toxic chemical manufactured by Monsanto.  Independent scientific research shows a clear cause & effect relationship between casual glyphosate exposure in mammals (including humans) and the following horrific physical disorders:

· Pregnant females have miscarriages at a higher rate than the general population.  Their children are born with a much higher incidence of birth defects, autism, DNA damage, ADHD and other neurological disorders, chromosome and mitochondrial damage.
Your decision will determine whether this might happen:


………..or normal babies are born:

                              


· Adults exposed to glyphosate suffer cancer - non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma and hairy cell leukemia, irreparable kidney and liver damage, infertility, learning disabilities, cell asphyxia, endocrine disruption, bipolar disorder, skin tumors, thyroid damage, and decreased sperm count.
****************

Here’s Information the USFS hides from its employees: glyphosate is especially toxic to children.
Had you consulted an outside authority whose herbicide knowledge is not based on USDA bias you would know exposure to glyphosate affects children much more than adults.  Here’s what a knowledgeable herbicide consultant would have told you:

MIT Scientist: Glyphosate to Cause Autism in 50% of Children by 2025

Pesticide industry desperately trying to hide damning studies

Links: http://www.infowars.com/mit-scientist-glyphosate-to-cause-autism-in-50-of-children-by-2025/
http://www.naturalnews.com/048226_glyphosate_contamination_autism_GMOs.html
http://www.anh-usa.org/half-of-all-children-will-be-autistic-by-2025-warns-senior-research-scientist-at-mit/
http://naturalsociety.com/mit-scientist-glyphosate-to-cause-autism-in-50-of-children-by-2025/
http://www.globalresearch.ca/monsanto-glyphosate-roundup-herbicide-triggers-autism-in-children-mit-scientist/5433023
http://www.medicaldaily.com/autism-rates-increase-2025-glyphosate-herbicide-may-be-responsible-future-half-316388
http://www.inquisitr.com/1735694/autism-will-afflict-half-of-the-american-children-by-2025-and-glyphosate-is-to-blame-mit-doctor-says/
http://healthimpactnews.com/2014/mit-researcher-glyphosate-herbicide-will-cause-half-of-all-children-to-have-autism-by-2025/
http://www.nationofchange.org/study-links-monsanto-s-roundup-autism-parkinson-s-and-alzheimer-s-1367764115
http://www.momsacrossamerica.com/the_autism_and_glyphosate_roundup_link_a_mom_s_argument
http://foodintegritynow.org/2014/09/30/dr-stephanie-seneff-glyphosate-roundup-autism-connection/
http://northerncalifornia.alumclub.mit.edu/s/1314/2015/club-class-main.aspx?sid=1314&gid=25&pgid=17865&cid=30286&ecid=30286&ciid=86139&crid=0
http://www.whiteoutpress.com/articles/2014/q4/autism-caused-monsanto-roundup-plus-vaccines-doctors-say/
Alleged Glyphosate Poisoning Kills 2 Children, 33 More in Hospital 
Link: http://naturalsociety.com/alleged-glyphosate-poisoning-kills-2-children-33-hospital/
Are Your Children Roundup-Ready?
Link: http://www.cornucopia.org/2015/10/are-your-children-roundup-ready/
Glyphosate in Vaccines Administered to Children
Link:

https://www.cornucopia.org/2016/09/glyphosate-vaccines-administered-children/
I know, I know, you are thinking you can’t believe everything you read on the internet … but is it worth the risk knowing there are effective alternatives to glyphosate?
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****************

Intelligent, caring, thoughtful people wouldn’t think of taking action that could harm (or even kill) other people simply because their agency says they can.  Please think for yourself and understand that the USDA’s prime goal is to provide profit opportunities for man-made chemical corporations and agri-business corporations.

For those of you who don’t believe the USDA is in bed with and enthusiastically supports the toxic chemical manufacturers I suggest you read the information at the following links:

USDA running massive glyphosate cover-up, refuses to test foods for traces of cancer-causing herbicide chemical used on GM crops

Link: http://www.naturalnews.com/054588_glyphosate_contaminated_food_USDA_corruption.html
GMO Science Deniers: Monsanto and the USDA
Link: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/andrew-kimbrell/gmo-science-deniers-monsanto-and-the-usda_b_6904606.html
Is the USDA a wholly owned subsidiary of Monsanto?

Link: http://www.cornucopia.org/is-the-usda-a-wholly-owned-subsidiary-of-monsanto/
Obama's Highly Corrupt USDA: END Monsanto.
Link: http://www.thomhartmann.com/users/telliottmbamsc/blog/2013/10/obamas-highly-corrupt-usda-end-monsanto
A Government of Monsanto, by Monsanto, and for Monsanto
Link: http://farmwars.info/?p=5860
USDA to Give Monsanto’s New GMO Crops Special ‘Speed Approval’

Link: http://naturalsociety.com/usda-to-give-monsantos-new-gmo-crops-special-speedy-approval/
Monsanto’s GMO Policy Infecting All Levels of Government
Link: http://www.nationofchange.org/monsanto-s-gmo-policy-infecting-all-levels-government-1373204831
Another Monsanto man in a key USDA post? Obama’s ag policy’s giving me whiplash
Link: http://grist.org/article/2009-09-24-usda-obama-monsanto-organic/
GMO Science Deniers: Monsanto and the USDA
Link: http://www.wanttoknow.info/a-gmo-science-deniers-monsanto-the-usda
USDA Forces 'Whole Foods' To Accept Monsanto
Link: http://humansarefree.com/2012/02/usda-forces-whole-foods-to-accept.html
In Defiance of Sanity, USDA Approves Dow's Agent Orange GMO
Link: http://www.sustainablebusiness.com/index.cfm/go/news.display/id/25907
Is the USDA Covering Up Potential Dangers That Affect Your Health?
Link: http://www.liveinthenow.com/article/is-the-usda-covering-up-dangers-that-affect-your-health
USDA and Monsanto “Biotech” Industry Collusion
Link: http://www.truthwiki.org/usda-and-monsanto-biotech-industry-collusion/
Corruption at the USDA
Link: https://newhomeeconomics.wordpress.com/2010/03/09/corruption-at-the-usda/
USDA Admits Exterminating Birds, Crops, and Bees
Link: http://worldtruth.tv/usda-admits-exterminating-birds-crops-and-bees/
USDA: Stop Killing Bees and Butterflies (CCD) While Saving Monsanto (Round-Up)
Link: https://www.change.org/p/usda-stop-killing-bees-and-butterflies-ccd-while-saving-monsanto-round-up
U.S.D.A. infiltrated by Monsanto.
Link: https://legacy.minds.com/blog/view/460310689387388940/usda-infiltrated-by-monsanto
STOP the Corrupt FDA and USDA Madness Once and For All!
Link: https://www.change.org/p/athena-telos-stop-the-corrupt-fda-and-usda-madness-once-and-for-all
Are you aware that the USDA is attempting to corrupt organic standards?
Link:http://www.carbonproduct.net/Health_and_Fitness/Are_you_aware_that_the_USDA_is_attempting_to_corrupt_orangic_standards/_17096
Monsanto Receives Full Deregulation From Vilsack's USDA For Roundup Ready Alfalfa
Link: http://alabamacorruption.blogspot.com/2011/01/monsanto-recieves-full-deregulation.html
Tom "Monsanto" Vilsack Must Go.
Link: http://www.dailykos.com/story/2011/04/25/969976/-Tom-Monsanto-Vilsack-Must-Go
NEW SCANDAL FOR USDA & MONSANTO: Whistle Blowers at USDA say MONSANTO Influences Agency Suppression of Critical Science.
Link: http://mauicauses.org/new-scandal-for-usda-monsanto-whistle-blowers-at-usda-say-monsanto-influences-agency-suppression-of-critical-science/
USDA moves to let Monsanto perform its own environmental impact studies on GMOs
Link: http://axisoflogic.com/artman/publish/Article_62860.shtml
Monsanto’s GMO Crops Ravage US, USDA Ignores Dangers
Link: http://www.alipac.us/f19/monsanto%92s-gmo-crops-ravage-us-usda-ignores-dangers-247146-print/
The Bitter Truth About The USDA And Monsanto Sugar Beets
Link: http://geneticallyengineeredfoodnews.com/monsanto-sugar-beets
USDA Approves Toxic Herbicide Amidst Great Public Outcry

Link: http://healthimpactnews.com/2014/usda-approves-toxic-herbicide-amidst-great-public-outcry/
USDA Gives Green Light to 2,4-D Resistant GM Crops

Link: http://sustainablepulse.com/2014/01/03/usda-gives-green-light-pesticide-promoting-gm-crops/#.VlIUtJbTm1s
USDA approves the second generation of GMOs resistant to more toxic herbicide
Link: http://www.seattleorganicrestaurants.com/vegan-whole-food/usda-approves-second-generation-of-GMOs-resistant-to-toxic-herbicide-isoxaflutole-IFT.php
USDA refuses to test foods for glyphosate contamination, says pesticides are safe to eat.

Link: http://www.naturalnews.com/048237_glyphosate_contamination_USDA.html
USDA Secretary Vilsack's proposal for product labeling: companies will voluntarily, use barcodes to tell consumers if their products contain GMOs. This would require you to scan the product, then be directed to the company’s website where you’d have to wade through the advertising and search the fine print.

Link: https://www.organicconsumers.org/essays/%E2%80%98qr%E2%80%99-barcodes-latest-plot-keep-you-dark-about-gmos 

Herbicide Use To Increase Dramatically
Link: http://www.enn.com/agriculture/article/47711
USDA Approval of Second-Generation of GMOs
Link: http://undergroundhealthreporter.com/usda-approval-of-second-generation-of-gmos/#axzz3sFaNPdRd
USDA Claims Pesticide Residues in Food Is Safe—Here’s Why They’re Wrong

Link: http://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2015/01/27/glyphosate-gmo-pesticide-residue.aspx



There are more … many more.

****************

Herbicides that contain glyphosate are banned in Denmark, England, Italy, El Salvador, Sri Lanka, France, Holland, Austria, Bulgaria, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Japan, Chile, South Africa, Luxembourg, Madeira, New Zealand, Peru, South Australia, Russia, France, Switzerland, Columbia, and Costa Rica
Please consider opening the links displayed in this WEB search

http://www.bing.com/search?q=Roundup+Banned+in+What+Countries&first=1&FORM=PERE
****************

In September of 2015 the California Environmental Protection Agency announced its intention to label glyphosate as carcinogenic
These links provide more information:

http://guardianlv.com/2015/09/california-epa-to-label-glyphosate-as-carcinogenic/
http://www.fooddive.com/news/california-epa-pushing-to-label-glyphosate-as-carcinogenic/405238/
Monsanto Is Suing California for Trying to Inform People That Roundup Causes Cancer

Link:  http://www.alternet.org/environment/monsanto-suing-california-trying-inform-people-roundup-causes-cancer?akid=14027.303761.V7snL_&rd=1&src=newsletter1051814&t=19
****************

Fisheries biologists and wildlife biologists should demand that glyphosate not be applied to national forest land.

Risky Business: Invasive species management on National Forests - A review and summary of needed changes in current plans, policies and programs”
Excerpt:

“Fish and wildlife. Wildlife habitat reduction by invasive plants is frequently used to justify a “need” for herbicides (Bedunah, 1992), however wildlife may be directly affected by herbicides, or indirectly through changes in habitat. Habitat for native organisms may be reduced or eliminated by invasive plants (Nee and May, 1992; Brothers and Spingarn, 1992).

Herbicide application is implicated as one of the causes in the global decline of amphibian populations (Blaustein and Wake, 1995). A summary of amphibian effects from herbicides indicates that these species are a very sensitive indicator of environmental effects that should be included in any environmental monitoring scheme intended to mirror effects (Schuytema and Nebeker, 1996).

Surfactants in different commercial preparations of the herbicide glyphosate can result in 400-fold greater toxicity to sockeye salmon fry (Monroe, 1988). In a study of the effects of glyphosate on fish, Servizi et al. (1987) found that the combined effect of glyphosate and the surfactant POEA found in the commercial produce sold as Roundup© is more than additive, and some surfactants used alone are more toxic to fish than the pesticide. Martinez and Brown (1991) found that the surfactant POEA (in doses of 1.03g/kg) has serious pulmonary toxicity, but not quite as serious as the full formulation, Roundup©, which produced 100% death in rat subjects within 24 hours. Folmar (1979) found that Roundup© is four times more toxic to rainbow trout fry and fingerlings than to larger fish.

Glyphosate formulations are acutely toxic to fish (Servizi et al., 1987). Acute toxicities of Rodeo© , with X-77 Spreader© per label recommendations, vary from 120 to 290 ppm (Mitchell et al., 1987), and can result in effects to pink, chum, coho, and chinook salmon (Wan et al., 1989). Sublethal effects of glyphosate on fish include erratic swimming, labored breathing, altered feeding, migration and reproduction and increased likelihood of being eaten (Morgan et al., 1991; Liong et al., 1988). Studies also show that salmonids may alter their migration patterns in response to avoidance of herbicides (Folmar, 1976).

Applications of glyphosate to ditchbanks near aquatic ecosystems may be hazardous to resident fauna if the water temperatures are elevated because glyphosate causes water temperatures to increase for several years following treatment (Holtby and Baillie, 1987).

A number of studies show detrimental effects from glyphosate on birds (Cox, 1991, 1995, 1995b). MacKinnon and Freedman (1993) examined the effects of glyphosate use on breeding birds and found densities of most common breeding species decreased significantly on all treatment plots.”

Kettle Range Conservation Group, February, 2001

http://kettlerange.org/weeds/Chapter-3.html
Biologists say Monsanto's glyphosate is devastating wildlife; deer populations down 50 percent
Excerpt:

“(NaturalNews) Canada's New Brunswick province has lately become a center of controversy regarding the use of Monsanto's Roundup herbicide, and the latest revelations involve the decline of deer populations due to widespread spraying of glyphosate – the active ingredient in Roundup.”
Link: http://www.naturalnews.com/054980_glyphosate_deer_populations_environmental_poison.html
Here are videos of the wildlife plunder

Link: http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=glyphosate+wildlife&qpvt=glyphosate+wildlife&FORM=VDRE
Roundup Herbicide Toxic to Life In Parts Per Billion Range
Excerpt:

“New research on the DNA-damaging effects of the popular herbicide known as Roundup® indicates that it can do significant harm to fish even after short-term, environmentally low concentration exposures in the parts per billion range (μg /L).[i]
Published this month (July, 2012) in the journal Environmental  Monitoring and Assessments researchers set out to evaluate the genotoxic effects that the herbicide Roundup®, and its primary ingredient glyphosate, can have on a species of catfish known as Corydorasa paleatus.  When exposed to minute concentrations of Roundup (at a concentration of 6.67 μg/L, corresponding to 3.20 μg/L glyphosate) for 3,6 and 9 days, the following effects were observed:  "[T]he comet assay showed a high rate of DNA damage in group exposed to Roundup(®) for all treatment times, both for blood and hepatic cells." The researchers summarized their findings:”
Link: 

http://www.greenmedinfo.com/blog/roundup-herbicide-toxic-fish-parts-billion-range
****************

There are hundreds of scientific studies that expose and discuss how the human body reacts to glyphosate exposure.  Space does not allow me to include them all.  Here are a few:
How Glyphosate Worsens Modern Diseases
Excerpt:

“While Monsanto insists that Roundup is safe and “minimally toxic” to humans, Samsel and Seneff's research tells a different story altogether. Their report, published in the journal Entropy,1 argues that glyphosate residues, found in most commonly consumed foods in the Western diet courtesy of sugar, corn, soy and wheat, “enhance the damaging effects of other food-borne chemical residues and toxins in the environment to disrupt normal body functions and induce disease.” According to the authors:
"Negative impact on the body is insidious and manifests slowly over time as inflammation damages cellular systems throughout the body.”
The main finding of the report is that glyphosate inhibits cytochrome P450 (CYP) enzymes, a large and diverse group of enzymes that catalyze the oxidation of organic substances. This, the authors state, is “an overlooked component of its toxicity to mammals.” “
Links: 

http://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2013/05/14/glyphosate.aspx
http://www.mdpi.com/1099-4300/15/4/1416
Title: EPA Succumbs to Pressure from Monsanto, Delays Glyphosate Cancer Review
Excerpts:

“The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was slated to hold four days of public meetings, Oct. 18-21, focused on essentially one question: Is glyphosate, the world's most widely used herbicide, safe?

However, the EPA Scientific Advisory Panel (SAP) meetings were "postponed," just four days before they were suppose to meet, after intense lobbying by the agrichemical industry, including Monsanto. The industry first fought to keep the meetings from being held at all, and argued that if they were held, several leading international experts should be excluded from participating, including "any person who has publicly expressed an opinion regarding the carcinogenicity of glyphosate."”
Link:

http://www.alternet.org/food/epa-succumbs-monsanto-pressure-delays-glyphosate-cancer-review
The Complete History of Monsanto, “The World’s Most Evil Corporation”
Excerpt:

“The company continues its unabated killing spree by creating pesticides for agriculture containing deadly dioxin, which poisons the food and water supplies. It was later discovered Monsanto failed to disclose that dioxin was used in a wide range of their products because doing so would force them to acknowledge that it had created an environmental Hell on Earth.”
Link: http://www.globalresearch.ca/the-complete-history-of-monsanto-the-worlds-most-evil-corporation/5387964
Monsanto's Pesticide Is Top Suspect Behind Mysterious Kidney Disease

Excerpt:

“A paper co-authored by Channa Jayasumana, an academic who has published several papers on the issue, says, "Results being produced through the current study that is ongoing in the California State University, Long Beach are highly supportive of this hypothesis." On being confronted with his findings, Monsanto has, predictably, categorically rejected the veracity of these findings. Subsequently, the Sri Lankan government banned a number of agrochemicals, including Roundup; however, their enforcement has been placed on hold due to severe political opposition.”
Link: http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/34899-monsanto-s-pesticide-is-top-suspect-behind-mysterious-kidney-disease
Monsanto Roundup Is Used on Wildlands, but No One Knows How Much
Excerpts:

“Researchers find herbicides are sprayed in U.S. national lands to control invasive species, but data is lacking on the impact on native plants and wildlife.”
“But my guess is that Rachel Carson would say this is too little, too late, and that we need to be think much harder about what that 13-school-bus load of herbicides—multiplied across hundreds of millions of acres of North American wildlands—is really doing to our native species.”
Link: http://www.takepart.com/article/2016/07/08/monsantos-roundup-being-sprayed-willdlands-too?cmpid=tpdaily-eml-2016-07-08-B
A ‘Lively’ Day at Monsanto Headquarters
Excerpt:

“Zen Honeycutt of MAA, acting as a proxy for Harrington Investments, took the message of our protest inside the shareholders’ meeting. She presented Monsanto CEO Hugh Grant with more than 500 testimonials from members of both MAA and OCA describing how their health, or the health of a family member, had been damaged by Roundup and its key active ingredient, glyphosate. Honeycutt also delivered a bibliography listing scores of scientific articles linking Monsanto’s Roundup to the health problems described in the testimonials.”
Link: https://www.organicconsumers.org/blog/%E2%80%98lively%E2%80%99-day-monsanto-headquarters
Monsanto's Roundup Kills and Damages More Than Weeds
Excerpts:

“Protests against Monsanto's Roundup - with its poisonous, weed-killing glyphosate - have spread around the globe. An arm of the World Health Organization (WHO) declared it a probable cause of cancer in 2015. California's Environmental Protection Agency (CA EPA) recently decided to label it as such.”
“ "We're tired of our children and babies being damaged by Roundup. We need to mandate a real school protection zone," declared Janus Matthes of Wine and Water Watch. Instead, "the vineyards are being protected," she added.”
Link: http://www.truth-out.org/speakout/item/34689-monsanto-s-roundup-kills-and-damages-more-than-weeds
Legal Levels of Roundup Pose Risks for Stream Algae
Excerpt:

“Significantly, the authors stressed, even legal concentrations of Roundup in Brazilian waters "may present significant environmental risks" “

Link: http://www.alternet.org/environment/legal-levels-roundup-pose-risks-stream-algae?akid=14600.303761.HfBxG5&rd=1&src=newsletter1063115&t=31
A NEW PAPER REVEALS MONSANTO’S SECRET STUDIES: MONSANTO KNEW THAT GLYPHOSATE CAUSED CANCER IN ANIMALS BUT MANIPULATED THE DATA
Excerpts:

“Glyphosate has a large number of tumorigenic effects on biological systems, including direct damage to DNA in sensitive cells, disruption of glycine homeostasis, succinate dehydrogenase inhibition, chelation of manganese, modification to more carcinogenic molecules such as N-nitrosoglyphosate and glyoxylate, disruption of fructose metabolism, etc. Epidemiological evidence supports strong temporal correlations between glyphosate usage on crops and a multitude of cancers that are reaching epidemic proportions, including breast cancer, pancreatic cancer, kidney cancer, thyroid cancer, liver cancer, bladder cancer and myeloid leukaemia.”
Link: http://www.moraybeedinosaurs.co.uk/neonicotinoid/mason/Open_letter_to_the_CMO(England)_the_Wellcome_Trust_and_Public_Health_England.pdf
France (partially) pulls the plug on glyphosate
Excerpt:

“The science on cumulative impacts, and the harms associated with glyphosate, are getting stronger. We know enough to say that the widespread use of glyphosate around the world must halt. Hopefully the recent decision in France will help spur the needed global tide change.”
Link: http://www.panna.org/blog/france-partially-pulls-plug-glyphosate?utm_source=groundtruth&utm_medium=alert&utm_campaign=gt-04-22
Detection of Glyphosate in Malformed Piglets
Excerpt:

“The authors gave an overview of reports of malformations in children of families living few meters from where this herbicide was sprayed. The risk of malformation in human embryos is very high when their mothers are contaminated at 2 to 8 weeks of pregnancy.”

Link: http://www.omicsonline.org/open-access/detection-of-glyphosate-in-malformed-piglets-2161-0525.1000230.pdf
Genetically engineered crops, glyphosate and the deterioration of health in the United States of America

Excerpts:

“A huge increase in the incidence and prevalence of chronic diseases has been reported in the United States (US) over the last 20 years. Similar increases have been seen globally. The herbicide glyphosate was introduced in 1974 and its use is accelerating with the advent of herbicide-tolerant genetically engineered (GE) crops. Evidence is mounting that glyphosate interferes with many metabolic processes in plants and animals and glyphosate residues have been detected in both.  Glyphosate disrupts the endocrine system and the balance of gut bacteria, it damages DNA and is a driver of mutations that lead to cancer.”

Link: http://www.organic-systems.org/journal/92/JOS_Volume-9_Number-2_Nov_2014-Swanson-et-al.pdf
How “Extreme Levels” of Roundup in Food Became the Industry Norm
Excerpt:

“Our own recent study in the model organism Daphnia magna demonstrated that chronic exposure to glyphosate and a commercial formulation of Roundup resulted in negative effects on several life-history traits, in particular reproductive aberrations like reduced fecundity and increased abortion rate, at environmental concentrations of 0.45-1.35 mg/liter (active ingredient), i.e. below accepted environmental tolerance limits set in the US (0.7 mg/liter) (Cuhra et al. 2013). A reduced body size of juveniles was even observed at an exposure to Roundup at 0.05 mg/liter.”
Link: http://www.independentsciencenews.org/news/how-extreme-levels-of-roundup-in-food-became-the-industry-norm/
International lawyers and NGOs launch tribunal to try Monsanto for "ecocide"

Excerpt:

“The tribunal’s website says, “According to its critics, Monsanto is able to ignore the human and environmental damage caused by its products and maintain its devastating activities through a strategy of systemic concealment: by lobbying regulatory agencies and governments, by resorting to lying and corruption, by financing fraudulent scientific studies, by pressuring independent scientists, by manipulating the press and media, etc. The history of Monsanto would thereby constitute a text-book case of impunity, benefiting transnational corporations and their executives, whose activities contribute to climate and biosphere crises and threaten the safety of the planet.” “
Link: http://gmwatch.org/news/latest-news/16576-international-lawyers-and-ngos-launch-tribunal-to-try-monsanto-for-ecocide
Glyphosate’s Suppression of Cytochrome P450 Enzymes and Amino Acid Biosynthesis by the Gut Microbiome: Pathways to Modern Diseases
Excerpt:

“Glyphosate's inhibition of cytochrome P450 (CYP) enzymes is an overlooked component of its toxicity to mammals. CYP enzymes play crucial roles in biology, one of which is to detoxify xenobiotics. Thus, glyphosate enhances the damaging effects of other food borne chemical residues and environmental toxins. Negative impact on the body is insidious and manifests slowly over time as inflammation damages cellular systems throughout the body.”
Link: http://www.mdpi.com/1099-4300/15/4/1416
The Monsanto Tribunal and People’s Assembly
Excerpt from announcement:

“We are happy to inform you that Navdanya – along with multiple civil society organizations – is co-organizing a People’s Assembly for the future of food and the future of our planet at the Monsanto Tribunal in The Hague from 14th to 16th October 2016.
The Monsanto Tribunal will hold Monsanto and Co. accountable for their crimes against humanity, human rights violations and ecocide, regardless of what name and form they morph into.
In the last century big agribusiness of today with roots in war have poisoned millions of people, destroyed biodiversity, pushed small farmers off their land, and attempted to take over every aspect of our life. The potential of this harm increases as these corporations become fewer and bigger. An example is the recent bid by Bayer to buy Monsanto. (and once again join hands to make poisons as MoBay and becoming the IG Farben of our times.)”
Link to the announcement by Defend Democracy Press:

http://www.defenddemocracy.press/monsanto-tribunal-peoples-assembly/
Concerns over use of glyphosate-based herbicides and risks associated with exposures: a consensus statement.
Excerpt:
“In killing weeds and indeed almost all growing plants, the primary mode of glyphosate herbicidal activity is the inhibition of a key plant enzyme, namely 5-enolpyruvylshikimate-3-phosphate synthase (EPSPS). This enzyme is part of the shikimic acid pathway and is essential for the synthesis of aromatic amino acids that govern multiple, essential metabolic processes in plants, fungi, and some bacteria. Since this EPSPS-driven pathway does not exist in vertebrate cells, some scientists and most regulators assumed that glyphosate would pose minimal risks to mammals. However, several studies, some described below, now show that GBHs can adversely affect mammalian biology via multiple mechanisms.”
Link: http://ehjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12940-016-0117-0
Science used to regulate Monsanto’s Roundup is outdated, says new study

Excerpt: 

“Despite the extensive and increasing use of glyphosate, we know little about how much of the chemical people are actually being exposed to. Here in the US, glyphosate is not among the pesticide residues for which the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) routinely tests food. It is also not included among the 200-plus chemicals on the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's (CDC) human biomonitoring program.”
Link: http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/34918-science-used-to-regulate-roundup-is-outdated-says-new-study
Roundup Weed Killer Declared Cancer Causing by Agency of World Health Organization
Excerpt:

“Monsanto's Roundup has been linked to a myriad of health issues ranging from cancers to neurological defects to infertility. Still, we're pouring 100 million tons of this toxin into the environment every year. America's Lawyer Mike Papantonio and Farron Cousins discuss the dangers that Monsanto is hiding from the public.”
Link:

https://www.freespeech.org/video/roundup-weed-killer-declared-cancer-causing-agency-world-health-organization?utm_source=FSTV+Video+Newsletter+5%2F13%2F16&utm_campaign=FSTV+Video+Newsletter+5%2F13%2F16&utm_medium=email
MEEPS test positive for glyphosate

Excerpt:

“Last month, the Green group in the European Parliament took the initiative of inviting colleague MEPs to have their urine tested for residues of the herbicide glyphosate. The action was launched during the week of the plenary vote on a strong resolution opposing the renewal of the license for glyphosate, the controversial weedkiller we've been campaigning to ban. A cross-party group of 48 MEPs from 13 member states took part, and the results are now in. 

The Biocheck lab in Leipzig that carried out the 'Elisa test' concluded: "All participants excreted glyphosate by urine. This means that glyphosate could be also a health problem of EU-parliament members." “

Link: http://www.greens-efa.eu/we-are-pissed-off-15542.html
USDA Forces Whole Foods to Accept Monsanto

Excerpts:
“In a cleverly worded, but profoundly misleading email sent to its customers last week, Whole Foods Market, while proclaiming their support for organics and "seed purity," gave the green light to USDA bureaucrats to approve the "conditional deregulation" of Monsanto's genetically engineered, herbicide-resistant alfalfa.

Beyond the regulatory euphemism of "conditional deregulation," this means that WFM and their colleagues are willing to go along with the massive planting of a chemical and energy-intensive GE perennial crop, alfalfa; guaranteed to spread its mutant genes and seeds across the nation; guaranteed to contaminate the alfalfa fed to organic animals; guaranteed to lead to massive poisoning of farm workers and destruction of the essential soil food web by the toxic herbicide, Roundup; and guaranteed to produce Roundup-resistant superweeds that will require even more deadly herbicides such as 2,4 D to be sprayed on millions of acres of alfalfa across the U.S.”

Link: http://readersupportednews.org/opinion2/265-34/34968-usda-forces-whole-foods-to-accept-monsanto
****************

Like a good company person you accept the tragically inadequate “proof” presented by the USFS’s claim that glyphosate is safe.
Supervisors  Mullen and Seesholtz, at page 55 of your DEIS you cite the 2011 SERA risk assessment report as the basis for your conclusion that glyphosate is safe.

Aren’t you aware of the undue corporate influence over government agencys in America?  You must have read articles about Monsanto in the last few weeks.  Do you really think the USDA is exempt?

Syracuse Environmental Research Associates (SERA), Inc. 2011. Glyphosate Human health and Ecological Risk Assessment. Fayetteville, New York 13066-0950. March 25, 2011.
Here’s the link to the SERA report so you can check the information below.

Link to report: http://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/pesticide/pdfs/Glyphosate_SERA_TR-052-22-03b.pdf
This SERA Report denies (and sometimes conveniently omits) the findings of thousands of scientists worldwide.  Ask yourself if a multi-billion dollar corporation would hire a small company to do research to examine the safety of glyphosate and not predetermine the outcome.

Below, I present quotes and page number where the quotes are located in the 2011 SERA report below.  Many independent science research conclusion papers conclusively show glyphosate causes birth defects, miscarriage, cancer, endocrine dysfunction, ADD, DNA damage, and neurological disorders.  Incredibly, the part of the quote highlighted in red shows how the SERA report denies the independent science conclusions.

Ask yourself why the USFS chooses to rely on a single research paper for safety information that is contradicted by hundreds of other scientific research conclusions.  There is only one reason to explain why the USFS ignores the obvious and behaves irrationally.  They know glyphosate kills and hide the fact from the public to appease the USDA.

The 2011 SERA glyphosate safety report at page xix and xx states:

“Developmental toxicity, endocrine function, and genotoxicity are endpoints of obvious concern in any risk assessment. Based on the studies using formulations from outside the United States, there is concern that glyphosate formulations may have an impact on these endpoints and that some of these effects could be seen under typical application conditions in the United States. In the absence of comparable studies on U.S. formulations, however, is it not clear whether the studies on glyphosate formulations used outside the United States are applicable to risks posed by U.S. formulations of glyphosate.”

The 2011 SERA glyphosate safety report at page 19 states:

“There is no indication that glyphosate causes birth defects.”
The 2011 SERA glyphosate safety report at page 57 states:

“One study analyzed self-reported spontaneous miscarriages of 3984 pregnancies among 1898 couples who self-reported exposures to glyphosate formulations within a period beginning 2 months before pregnancy and ending the 29 month of conception (Savitz et al., 1997). Risk of miscarriage was unrelated to self-reported exposure to glyphosate formulations.”

The SERA report at page 61 cites 23-year old U.S. EPA/OPP literature that concludes there is “evidence of non-carcinogenicity for humans.”  The SERA report then goes on to say “no quantitative risk assessment for cancer is conducted.”
The 2011 SERA glyphosate safety report at page 47 states:

 “In addition, inferences concerning the potential for endocrine disruption can sometimes be made from responses seen in standard toxicity tests—i.e., changes in the structure of major endocrine glands (i.e., the adrenal, hypothalamus, pancreas, parathyroid, pituitary, thyroid, ovary, and testis) or changes in growth rates. As with effects on the nervous system and immune function, however, effects on organs associated with endocrine function may be secondary to other toxic effects. Thus, in the absence of information on specific endocrine mechanisms, pathological changes in endocrine tissues do not necessarily indicate a direct effect on endocrine function.”

The 2011 SERA glyphosate safety report at page 48 states:

“While the reported association by Garry et al. (2002) is statistically significant, it should be appreciated that the use of lay diagnosed disease and self-reported exposure histories diminishes the ability of the study to demonstrate a causal association between glyphosate exposure and attention deficit disorder.”

The 2011 SERA glyphosate safety report at page 38 and 39 states:

“Signs of kidney toxicity, which might be expected based on observations from human suicide attempts (Appendix 2, Table 6), have not been reported consistently and are not severe (e.g., MRIDs 00130406 and 00150564; NTP 1992).”

The 2011 SERA glyphosate safety report at page 148 states:

“Lowcock et al. (1997) note increased incidences of DNA damage in frogs in agricultural areas, compared with frogs in non-agricultural areas. Nonetheless, this study does not provide any data specifically linking glyphosate or glyphosate
35 formulations to this effect.”
The 2011 SERA glyphosate safety report at page 43 states:

“Thus, effects reported in Schiffman et al. (1995) cannot be classified clearly as a glyphosate-induced neurological effect.”

The 2011 SERA glyphosate safety report at page 138 states:

“Changes were observed in the mitochondria of carp hepatocytes. The observed effects may be due to the uncoupling of oxidative phosphorylation (Section 3.1.2). Conversely, given that all fish died during exposure, these effects may represent normal postmortem pathology, but are not suggestive of sublethal effects on population dynamics.
Incredibly, the SERA report does not contain the words autism, Alzheimer's, bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, dementia, infertility, heart disease, skin tumors, diabetes, asphyxia, premature births or obesity.
Here are the links to WEB searches disclosing information revealing glyphosate causes the 11 diseases and afflictions shown above that are conveniently missing from the SERA Report:

“glyphosate” “autism”          354,000 hits.  Here they are:

http://www.bing.com/search?q=%E2%80%9Cglyphosate%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%9Cautism%E2%80%9D&qs=n&form=QBRE&pq=%E2%80%9Cglyphosate%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%9Cautism%E2%80%9D&sc=6-21&sp=-1&sk=&cvid=3BE172C360804C6CA5FCED95F44D6C65
“glyphosate” “dementia”          73,500 hits.  Here they are:

http://www.bing.com/search?q=%E2%80%9Cglyphosate%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%9Cdementia%E2%80%9D&qs=n&form=QBRE&pq=%E2%80%9Cglyphosate%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%9Cdementia%E2%80%9D&sc=0-0&sp=-1&sk=&cvid=6F6D55E7534547E4B8AC483241265F5D
“glyphosate” “infertility”          56,800 hits.  Here they are:

http://www.bing.com/search?q=%E2%80%9Cglyphosate%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%9Cinfertility%E2%80%9D&qs=n&form=QBRE&pq=%E2%80%9Cglyphosate%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%9Cinfertility%E2%80%9D&sc=2-26&sp=-1&sk=&cvid=AEC0E7FF60614005BF62C2EAEFEC4FD5
“glyphosate” “diabetes”          975,000 hits.  Here they are:

http://www.bing.com/search?q=%E2%80%9Cglyphosate%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%9Cdiabetes%E2%80%9D&qs=n&form=QBRE&pq=%E2%80%9Cglyphosate%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%9Cdiabetes%E2%80%9D&sc=2-23&sp=-1&sk=&cvid=C9456FBAC7414D76A3292BC5351401FF
 “glyphosate” “premature births”          32,600 hits.  Here they are:

http://www.bing.com/search?q=%E2%80%9Cglyphosate%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%9Cpremature%20births%E2%80%9D&qs=n&form=QBRE&pq=%E2%80%9Cglyphosate%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%9Cpremature%20births%E2%80%9D&sc=0-0&sp=-1&sk=&cvid=0243581D827147C9A67667B4F3880366
“glyphosate” “asphyxia”          16,700 hits.  Here they are:

http://www.bing.com/search?q=%20%E2%80%9Cglyphosate%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%9Casphyxia%E2%80%9D&qs=n&form=QBRE&pq=%E2%80%9Cglyphosate%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%9Casphyxia%E2%80%9D&sc=0-0&sp=-1&sk=&cvid=E4238949DBC54EEEAFB9A7F843385DC0
“glyphosate” “hairy cell leukemia”          61,800 hits.  Here they are:

http://www.bing.com/search?q=%20%E2%80%9Cglyphosate%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%9Chairy%20cell%20leukemia%E2%80%9D&qs=n&form=QBRE&pq=%E2%80%9Cglyphosate%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%9Chairy%20cell%20leukemia%E2%80%9D&sc=0-0&sp=-1&sk=&cvid=6150F9120F7A4A3D8D3CB03652486A88
Roundup kills more than weeds          614,000 hits.  Here they are:

http://www.bing.com/search?q=roundup+kills+more+than+weeds&qs=AS&pq=roundup+kills&sk=AS4&sc=8-13&sp=5&cvid=F232E561752941EBA942F02894C31E64&first=23&FORM=PERE1
Comment #: Supervisors  Mullen and Seesholtz,what corporation do you think sanctioned and funded the SERA safety report?  How could anyone rely on a single report that contradicts the research conclusions of hundreds of independent scientists not connected to the USDA that I present below?  What corporation would have the incentive to spend large sums of money to show glyphosate is safe?  Might Monsanto have a working relationship with SERA?  Any intelligent, caring person would weigh the safety conclusions of the SERA report (accepted by the USFS in spite of massive contradictory science) with multiple independent science conclusions.  You have a choice.  You aren’t required to apply glyphosate.  After you read the science below you should realize your proposal to apply glyphosate is ill-advised.
You propose to apply a chemical to public land that multiple independent research studies show causes cancer and other serious health issues.  The law prohibits federal officials from knowingly putting American citizens in danger.  See 18 U.S.C. § 1001.  A federal official who violates this law is subject to civil penalties including fines and incarceration.

****************

Competent, caring public servants apply the Precautionary Principle to their pending actions when appropriate

People that contemplate any risky action intuitively engage the Precautionary Principle.  Please take this opportunity yourself.  If you do you will abandon your plans to apply glyphosate and use alternative methods.
“The precautionary principle or precautionary approach states that if an action or policy has a suspected risk of causing harm to the public or to the environment, in the absence of scientific consensus that the action or policy is not harmful, the burden of proof that it is not harmful falls on those taking an action.”
See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Precautionary_principle 
****************

Please make the responsible, professional decision.
Request for changes to be made to the final NEPA document: Assure it states “herbicides that contain glyphosate will not be applied.”  The decision document should also say this.

Failure to tell the public this chemical will not be used leaves the door open for glyphosate application.  This violates:
40 CFR 1501.2 (b), 40 CFR 1502.16(a) and (b), and 40 CFR 1508.8(b) because Chapter 3 omits important environmental effect disclosures (i.e. glyphosate exposure sometimes causes cancer)

The Apr. 21, 1997 Executive Order No. 13045 because the Responsible Official does not ensure that this project will not disproportionately expose children to environmental health risks and safety risks.
****************

Sincerely,

Dick Artley’s scanned signature is contained in the “signature” attachment.

Dick Artley (retired forester, logging engineer and before retirement the forest planner on the Nez Perce National Forest)
Note: I am filing these comments etc. in my own individual capacity, as well as on behalf of WildLands Defense, of which I am a member.
