From: Pappani. Justin A -FS

To: Dingman, Sandra J -FS

Subject: FW: Big Creek Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project
Date: Monday, August 20, 2018 10:38:30 AM
Attachments: Opporunity for Public Comment.pdf
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Justin Pappani
Fire Management Specialist

Forest Service
Payette National Forest
Krassel Ranger District

p: 208-634-0623
jpappani@fs.fed.us

500 N Mission St
MccCall, ID 83638
www.fs.fed.us
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Caring for the land and serving people

From: chris schwarzhoff (|

Sent: Saturday, August 11, 2018 22:56
To: Pappani, Justin A -FS <jpappani@fs.fed.us>;

Subject: Big Creek Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project
Dear Mr. Pappani,

We and our neighbors are very glad to know the PNF has proposed a project to reduce the fire
hazard in the Big Creek area. We do have some questions about details for the project that are
not clear in the July 20, 2018 letter announcing this project. It is possible a larger version of
the Project Map may answer most of our questions. It is difficult to deduce some details
because of the map scale.
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OPPORTUNITY FOR PuBLIC COMMENT

District: Payette National Forest, Krassel Ranger District

Project Name: Big Creek Hazardous Fuels Reduction

Responsible Official: Anthony Botello, Krassel District Ranger

Project Contact: Justin Pappani, Fire Management Specialist, Krassel Ranger
District

Scoping Period: Comments requested by September 7, 2018

Submit Comments: Via webform on the project webpage

Project Webpage: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54260

Project Description

The Big Creek Fuels Reduction Project in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) is proposed to
create and maintain an area of reduced fuel loading and continuity and wildfire risk on National
Forest System (NFS) lands. The proposed fuels treatments are in direct proximity to the
Edwardsburg-Big Creek communities, private lands, USFS Administrative sites and along Forest
Roads (FR) 50340 (Warren-Profile Gap), FS Road 50343 (Logan Creek), Government Creek FS
Road 50344 and FS Road 50371 (Big Creek-Smith Creek) and associated spur roads. These
treatments would reduce the risk of effects to private homes, structures, other private property,
and National Forest resources, from wildland fires and would increase the effectiveness of fire
suppression efforts, as well as improve ingress/egress of public and emergency responders.
Approximately 10,600 acres would be treated with this project in one of the following manners:

e Approximately 2,250 acres of mechanical treatments consisting of commercial and non-
commercial thinning, using tractor, jammer or skyline systems, or mastication.

e Approximately 550 acres of non-commercial thinning within Riparian Conservation
Areas using hand treatments and pile burning

e Approximately 7,800 acres of natural fuel prescribed fire burn blocks.

Less than 1 mile of temporary road could be constructed to facilitate equipment access and
product removal and would be reclaimed after vegetation management treatments were
completed.

Purpose and Need

The purpose of the project is to make the Big Creek, Edwardsburg and surrounding private and
Forest Service administrative properties more defensible in the event of a wildfire, while

increasing public and emergency responder safety. The intent is to address immediate response
situations where, if action is not taken, unacceptable impacts to health and safety, would result.
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The Big Creek watershed and project area has been without significant natural fire or systematic
fuels treatment for as far as we have records. This project area is in immediate risk of
catastrophic wildfire which would create unacceptable impacts to natural resources and
negatively affect the health and safety of residents and responders.

The need for the proposed action results from current vegetative and fuel conditions within the
project area. The primary concerns are stand densities, fuel loadings and ladder fuels that are at
levels that can sustain uncharacteristic or undesirable wildfire, including potential crown fires,
high intensity surface fires, and high fire severity. Several wildfire incidents in recent years have
had the potential to affect these communities and the likelihood of exposure to future fires is
high.

These conditions place homes, private property, National Forest values, and the public and fire
personnel at risk of catastrophic wildfire. Potential flame lengths and rates of spread limit
effective fire suppression efforts, and firefighting efforts to protect resource values and private
property would come at high economic, social, and resource-based cost, compared to
suppression efforts under treated stand conditions. Heavy fuel adjacent to roads also impairs
emergency egress and ingress should fire become established in the area.

The primary objective therefore, is to decrease the potential intensity and severity of a wildfire
by reducing the stand densities, fuel loadings and continuity, and ladder fuels on National Forest
System lands near values at risk to produce a zone of reduced fire risk and reduced fire behavior
within the project area.

Project Area

The Big Creek Wildland Urban Interface Project is located on National Forest System lands on
the Krassel Ranger District of the Payette National Forest primarily in Valley County, but also in
a small portion of Idaho County. The project area is managed per the 2003 Forest Plan as
management prescription category 3.2 for active restoration and maintenance on aquatic,
terrestrial, and hydrologic resources. It does include Idaho Roadless Areas and Riparian
Conservation Areas.

The project area is delineated around the unincorporated communities of Edwardsburg and Big
Creek, Idaho, approximately 7 air miles north east of the community of Yellow Pine, lIdaho, and
approximately 39 air miles northeast of McCall, Idaho and on National Forest System (NFS)
lands in portions of T.20.N, R.8.E., sec 1, 2, 10-15, 22-26; T.20.N, R.9.E., sec 1-11,15-19;
T21.N, R.8.E., sec 12, 13, 24, 25, 35, 36; T.21.N, R.9.E., sec 1-24, 26-36; and T.22.N, R.9.E.,
sec 27-29, 31-34; Boise Meridian, as shown on the attached map.

See Figure 1 for a vicinity map and Figure 2 for a project map.





Environmental Assessment Process

This project is being analyzed for environmental impacts as provided for in the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The analysis is in the form of an Environmental Assessment
which will provide a detailed description of the purpose and need, issues, proposed action, a no
action alternative, and consider effects to natural and cultural resources. The decision document
IS expected to be a Decision Notice.

The Big Creek WUI Project will be completed using the authority of the Healthy Forests
Restoration Act of 2003 (HFRA), Public Law 108-48, as amended by the 2014 Farm Bill,
Section 8204. Projects authorized under the HFRA are subject to the Pre-decisional
Administrative Review Process (referred to as the "objection process") pursuant to 36 CFR 218,
Subparts A and C. Objections will only be accepted from those who have submitted written
comments specific to the proposed project during scoping or other public involvement
opportunity where written comments are requested by the responsible official (36 CFR 218.5).

Additionally, this project was identified in the Valley County, Idaho, Wildland-Urban Interface
Wildfire Mitigation Plan (2004) which is available on the project website.

There are three opportunities for public review and comment:

1) The first opportunity is this public scoping period from late July — early September at
the beginning of the process and before preparation of the Environmental Assessment
document. This extended scoping period is provided to improve opportunities for
comment from the summer seasonal residents at Edwardsburg and to provide for
meaningful input from collaborative groups. Comments received during this scoping
phase are used to refine the proposed action, develop alternatives, and identify issues
for analysis.

2) The second opportunity is during the 30 day public review and comment period for
the Environmental Assessment document, expected in winter 2018/2019. Comments
received during the environmental assessment review phase are useful in identifying
issues or data that we didn’t consider in our analysis.

3) The last opportunity is during the 30 day objection period for the revised
Environmental Assessment document and the draft Decision Notice, expected in
spring 2019. Comments filed during this period will be evaluated to determine if they
meet the legal requirements for an objection under 36 CFR 218, Subpart A and C.
Objections must be filed within the 30 day period according to the directions of the
legal notice and objectors must have previously commented on the same issue during
one of the previous two comment periods in order to have standing for objection.





How to Engage in the Public Process

We will be conducting a public meeting to provide more information to those interested. The
open-house style meeting is scheduled for Sunday September 2, 2018, 11am-1230 p.m., at the
Big Creek Ranger Station near Edwardsburg, Idaho. The Project Lead and the District Ranger
will be available to discuss the project with interested members of the public during that time.

To assist the Forest Service in meeting its goals of reducing our carbon footprint and to achieve a
sustainable operation, we are now using a web-based electronic comment system that allows all
interested parties to receive project materials (scoping documents, updates, draft and final
National Environmental Policy Act [NEPA] documents, and decisions) and submit comments by
e-mail.

To subscribe to receive email notifications about this project go online to the project website
listed above. On the project website, you will see a box titled "Get Connected" on the right hand
side of the page. Click on "Subscribe to Email Updates.” When you click on that item, you will
be prompted to provide your e-mail address and select a password in the GovDelivery program.
When you have logged in, you will be able to manage your account by subscribing to projects by
Forest, District, project type, or project purpose. You will also be able to change your e-mail
address and password. If you no longer wish to follow the project(s), simply delete your
subscription. Once you are subscribed, you will receive all project information via e-mail, unless
you request hard copies.

To submit comments using the web form select "Comment/Object on Project” under "Get
Connected" on the right panel of the project website. The comment portal is only open during
public comment or objection filing periods. Comments are made available for public viewing in
the Public Comment/Objection Reading Room. Comments may also be submitted in hardcopy to
District Ranger Botello at Krassel Ranger District, 500 North Mission bldg 2 McCall, ID 83638
or hand delivered at the public meeting on September 2 or to the District Office during business
hours.

Only those who subscribe to the GovDelivery mailing list or submit comments will receive
future correspondence on this project. Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and
considered; however, without an associated name and address, receiving further correspondences
concerning these projects will not be possible and those individuals will not have standing for
objection.





Figure 1. Vicinity Map
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Figure 2. Project Map
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As shown on the Project map, the project proposes a fuels treatment of thin/harvest
immediately adjacent to most parcels of private property that adjoin Forest Service Land. The
width, and extent of this treatment is critical especially in the immediate vicinity of
Edwardsburg since a prescribed burn is planned adjoining much of the thin/harvest areas. In
your proposed meeting in Big Creek on September 2, 2018 it would be appreciated if you
could provide additional information on what this treatment will look like.

There are some areas in the Edwardsburg area (and perhaps elsewhere such as the Sunbeam &
Moscow Mines) where access to the thin/harvest area would be very difficult with out crossing
some private lands especially if harvest implies some removal. We don't believe there should
be any problem obtaining the necessary access (certainly not from Lois & 1), but that is
something that should be on your check list.

We have guestions about the protections for the airstrip (and airstrip facilities), campground,
Lodge and USFS Guard Station during the prescribed burn - we couldn't see where the Project
Map and letter address this.

In discussing this project with our neighbors we were glad to see some thin/harvest along
Smith Creek, Pueblo Summit, Government Creek and north of Profile Gap. Is there anyway
this fuels reduction can also be woven in to the existing free wood permit program? Finally
we do hope this Fuels Reduction project is not the last effort for the greater Big Creek area.
Cases in point are more prescribed burns in the Logan Creek drainage, and so much private
property surrounded by hazardous fuels along the Profile Road. We are looking foreword to
working with you, and meeting you on September 2, 2018.

I have attached two files primarily for the benefit of some neighbors that are cc'd on this
email, but we have not yet had the opportunity to discuss this project with them, and we don't
know if they received your July 20, 2018 letter. The attachments include the document
"Opportunity for Public Comment" containing the Project Map (page 6) referred to above & a
slightly larger scale map of the Edwardsburg area taken from Valley County records that
shows actual parcel boundaries & the proposed thin/harvest area so property owners are aware
of specifics. On page 1 of the Opportunity for Public Comment is a website address to keep
informed on this project.

There are at least 8 home owners that | don't have email addresses for, and that includes J.
Patchett, ? Johnson, ? Tutt Lorne Tracy, Jim Davies, Paul Smith, Ray Moore & his wife
Becky, and Nancy ? (owner of the Neal Ranch). so if any one can insure these folks (and any
others that should be) are notified of this project that would be good.





