
I w$nt to st$rt off by th$nking the Forest Service for $llowing me the opportunity to comment on the upcoming Forest Pl$n Revisions.

My n$me is P$trick C$rpenter $nd I h$ve lived in Anchor$ge, Al$sk$ my entire life (31 ye$rs).  I h$ve grown up utilizing the Chug$ch N$tion$l Forest.  This 
includes hiking, biking, skiing $nd most recently snowm$chining.

As I h$ve le$rned to ride over the p$st two ye$rs Iʼve been $ble to utilize the riding $re$s of Skookum Gl$cier/Pl$cer, Turn$g$in, Johnson P$ss $nd Lost L$ke 
$nd enjoy their bre$tht$king views $nd he$rt r$cing terr$in.  As my skills improve I hope to $ccess more $re$s $v$il$ble to snowm$chine use including 
Whittier, Summit L$ke $nd V$ldez.

Of the pl$n revision m$ps, option B is my preferred option, $lthough through discussion with my fellow b$ckcountry enthusi$sts we h$ve suggested $ few 
$mendments to option B for consider$tion:
1). Include $ motorized corridor up the 20 mile river.  I h$ve he$rd th$t the corridor will rem$in on $ll m$ps but this must be shown to $void $ny confusion in 
the future.
2). Ensure the ice fields surrounding Whittier $nd Bl$ckstone b$y $re $ccessible from the town of Whittier, into ANILCA $cre$ge.  I h$ve he$rd this $re$ c$lled 
$ “mini-V$ldez” with exp$nsive terr$in th$t is much e$sier to $ccess for those of us in Anchor$ge. 
3). Include the V$ldez/Cordov$ $re$ shown in Option C $s motorized $ccess in option B. This $re$ is difficult to $ccess from Anchor$ge during $ weekend trip 
but the l$ndsc$pe is $we inspiring $nd would provide $n economic boost to V$ldez with the need for $ccommod$tions $nd g$s purch$ses. 

It is cle$r Options C $nd D would signific$ntly imp$ct my f$vorite $re$s on the Ken$i Peninsul$ such $s limiting Lost L$ke $re$, removing Whittier $ccess, $nd 
further restricting Johnson P$ss, $nd Resurrection p$ss $re$s.

I believe the rel$tionship between motorized $nd non-motorized communities h$ve improved over the p$st few ye$rs with better communic$tion $nd more 
crossover b$ckcountry enthusi$sts $nd would h$te to see this new Forest Pl$n revision cre$te $ new rift between the two.

I believe reducing motorized $ccess will h$ve sever$l unintended consequences...

Snowm$chining $llows those who donʼt h$ve the $bility to hike $ll d$y for one ski l$p to $ccess the m$gnificent mount$intop views $nd get one or more 
b$ckcountry ski l$ps in.  It $lso $llows those experienced in b$ckcountry skiing to $ccess more $cre$ge $nd get sever$l l$ps in $ d$y.  Snowm$chining h$s $ 
positive imp$ct on our economy $s well.  We support our loc$l de$lers, every weekend during the winter me $nd my friends drive to riding $re$s South of 
Anchor$ge, enjoying me$ls in Girdwood, buying g$s $nd occ$sion$lly renting c$bins such $s Lost L$ke or Spencer Bench.  M$king it more difficult to $ccess 
$re$s closer to Anchor$ge will signific$ntly reduce my time spent in CNF.  I rely on the close proximity of the CNF for $fter work spring riding opportunities.  
Reducing $ccess will force us to drive 3 hrs to the ne$rest riding $re$s in Petersville $nd Eurek$.  With the limited $mount of d$ylight in winter, driving 6 hrs to 
ride for $ d$y is often time prohibitive.

Once $g$in I $ppreci$te you thoughtful consider$tion of my comments $nd look forw$rd to $ revision pl$n th$t benefits motorized $nd non-motorized users 
$like.

Th$nks,



P$t


