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     111 Stedman Street


      
      Ketchikan, AK 99901   

 




      Phone:  907-225-6114     

                                         



      Fax:      907-225-5920 


September 24, 2018
Carey Case

Petersburg Ranger District

Central Tongass LLA

PO Box 1328

12 North Nordic Drive

Petersburg, AK 99833

Dear Carey,
The Alaska Forest Association (AFA) encourages you to use this project to provide as much economic timber sale volume as possible. 

The AFA is a non-profit business association that was formed in 1957 to represent the interests of the timber industry in Alaska. The AFA currently manages a pension program, a group health insurance program, a scholarship program for the timber industry and also sponsors the Sustainable Forestry Initiative program for Alaska.

One of the initial concerns we have with this project is that, although you anticipate up to 150 mmbf for this project, that volume only amounts to an average of 10 mmbf per year for the next 15-years. Page 2 of the draft Activity Cards document states “This section provides the maximum amount of treatment considered for the activity (for the Proposed Action) during the 15-year life of the project”, page 14 of that document includes similar language. That volume will be insufficient to support our manufacturing industry over the next 15-years let alone to restore a 3-year supply of timber under contract. In addition, we worry that the few other projects listed in the current 5-year timber sale schedule will fall short of their expected volume. As you know, over the last 20+ years virtually every significant timber sale project in Region 10 has fallen short of expectations or has completely failed. The 2016 TLMP made no changes to address the long history of failure, consequently there is no reasonable expectation that this project will be any different, despite the sincere and dedicated work done by the agency’s timber sale staff. Consequently, we request that you include a statement that clarifies that if the volume from this or other projects is insufficient to sustain our industry, you reserve the right to conduct further projects over the next 15-years within this same Central Tongass project area.

We also note that the Forest Service states on page 13 of the draft Activity Cards that certain TLMP Amendments might be adopted in the near future, but apparently only four of the six major islands are in the project area. Also, Portage Bay is on Kuiu Island, but the document states that it is on Kupreanof Island. We think the proposed TLMP Amendment is a good idea, but would like to see it applied to all six of the major islands rather than omitting Etolin Island and either Kupreanof or Kuiu.

Pages 21-24 of the draft Activity Cards indicate that 24 miles of permanent roads, 88 miles of temporary roads and 63 miles of reconstruction may be necessary to access the timber in this project. The young-growth stands are already accessible, although some of the reconstruction may be for those stands, but even so, that amount of new road construction will cause the road amortization for the mature (old-growth) timber to be well above $120 per mbf. That fixed cost will make it very hard for you to prepare an economically viable timber sale package. We encourage you to seek ways to significantly reduce the amount of road building, significantly increase the amount of timber accessed and/or construct all of the planned permanent roads as temporary roads.

Page 29 of the draft Activity Cards indicates some roads in the project area may be “placed in storage”. Access to the forest is important to many people for many reasons, consequently we request that you minimize the road closures/storage and that you utilize drive-through water-bars for the roads that are closed or placed in storage.

We presume that you are already aware that it is very costly to mobilize and operate in a remote location. Four of the major islands and the mainland portion of this project are remote areas. In order to have economically viable operations in each of those areas it will be necessary to include sufficient timber for about three years of operations.

Most of the timber sale NEPA documents prepared over the last 20+ years tend to highlight potential negative impacts from road building and timber harvest while making little or no reference to the positive impacts. Deer populations and salmon escapements are highest in the most heavily logged watersheds on the Tongass, Staney Creek and Harris River watersheds on Prince of Wales Island are typical examples. Tourism has thrived in Southeast Alaska unhindered by past or current logging. Responsible forest management, including road building and timber harvesting, can readily coexist with other uses of the forest. The Forest Service has done a good job of minimizing impacts from logging operations so, please do not let the false narrative of negative impacts get imposed into the documents for this project.

Thank you,
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Owen Graham

Executive Director

Alaska Forest Association

111 Stedman Suite 200

Ketchikan, AK  99901

Phone 907-225-6114

Email:  owengraham39@gmail.com 
_922865180

