

June 21, 2018
Mr Justin Thompson, District Fire Management Officer
Clifton Ranger District, Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest
397240 AZ 75, Duncan, AZ 85534

RE:  ATTN: EAST EAGLE/MUD SPRINGS PROJECT

Existing Conditions
Within the 91,029 acres in the past 20 years has been the Robinson Mesa -1576 acres, Chitty-14,068acres, East Eagle 3,097 acres, Hot Air- 16,622acres , and more recently the Wallow and Rattlesnake Fires. Mechanical treatment with dozers has been previously used on Steer pasture on East Eagle Allotment and Big Pasture on the Mud Spring Allotment.
Purpose and Need ( middle of page 2)
The purpose of this project should be to use any method available to reach the project objectives.  Prescribed fire, pretreatments and/or hand thinning along with mechanical and herbicide treatments should be listed as methods.  This area is in extreme drought D2 to D4 this year. In the past 20 years, some years have seen 23-27” of summer precipitation. Heavy snow packs have occurred and may not allow access to higher elevations until very late spring or early summer months, which has been observed in prior years. Therefore over a 10 year period, to reach the objectives, mechanical treatment with skid steers, trackhoe , rubber tire loader or hand thinning/ with herbicides may be necessary.  Grazing is another method that can supplement treatments, pre and post fires depending on previous growth.  Prescribed fire is an active method of treatment but research and success of mechanical treatment on the A-S along with AZGF departments have won national stewardship awards in 2017 for the Jim Ohaco family. The Arizona State Fire Department is encouraging more hand thinning projects and the Natural Resource Conservations Districts are promoting and encouraging multiple methods of treatments to reach objectives of environmental success of land management. Flexibility over the next ten years and availability of funding will dedicate which method is promoted.
Proposed Action ( end of pg 3- top of pg 4)
2,900 acres is approximate and should have a flexibility of more acres to hand/mechanical treat plus chemical in areas of range improvements that include waterlines, troughs, valve boxes and fences, for example the mud spring area just south to southeast of mudspring trap pasture, from mud springs corral trap, through mudsprings lane 1 to the spring itself. 
Pastures will need fall burning to remove snake weed and other invaisive weeds on Big Pasture, Mud Spring Allotment.  Invasive thorn bushes will need special treatment on hill sides before Robinson Mesa. 


Prescribed Fire Treatment ( pg 4- last paragraph)
Grazing rest will be communicated and planned well in advance and should not cause an economic burden on permittees. Grazing may be used to reduce dense fuel loads to prevent catastrophic fires. Example is Pipeline Pasture eastern area.   
Improvements need to be inventoried before prescribed burn acres are planned as many improvements are not on current maps or in the correct locations.  Many of the improvements within this project were funded with grants from Arizona Department of Agriculture and Arizona Department of Environmental Quality to produce protection for riparian functions and move grazing to upland areas. This funding was given to protect endangered species habitat and agreements were to maintain these infrastructures for 15 years. Sportsmen Groups have contributed material and time to improvements also.  Wildlife and cattle benefit from these improvements, a prime example is this 2018 season.  Funding for improvements have become null and void for repair and replacement from the above mentioned past fires, leaving large concerns for us, as these improvements help assist proper grazing management and rotations. 
Plans for erosion control and stock tank cleaning need to be addressed following the prescribed burns.  


Proposed Action or Site Preparation ( not sure where)
Proposed collaboration with USFS, AZGF, NRCS, State Fire, Sportsmen Groups (SEAZSC), environmental organizations and Permittees will be strongly encouraged. Extra meetings, letters and personal communications need to be implemented. 

Please use these comments to develop an environmental assessment for this project that will assist all parties involved, give flexibility and open doors for funding opportunities to make this a very successful project that is a model many future restorations will reference.  This needs to be a solid environmental assessment that has clear direction because there will be many changes in personal. 
As a resident of Greenlee County, member of Upper Eagle Creek Watershed Association, Gila Valley NRCD, Arizona Elk Society, South Eastern Arizona Sportsmen Club and permittee’s, we would like to thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments, and we look forward to working with the Clifton Ranger District on this project. 

Gary and Darcy Ely
East Eagle Permittee, Four Drag Ranch
darcyely@aol.com  Box 548 Willcox, AZ 85644


Wesley Ely and Cary Lilly
Mud Springs permittee, Seven Cross A Ranch
 wes_ely@hotmail.com
 azfarmersdaughter86@hotmail.com



