LEGAL NOTICE

Early Successional Habitat Creation Project
 30-Day Comment Period

In accordance with project level pre-decisional administrative review regulations (36 CFR 218, Subparts A and B), the USDA Forest Service is providing notice of opportunity to comment on proposed management activities on the Green Mountain National Forest, Manchester Ranger District located in Bennington, Rutland, Windham and Windsor Counties, Vermont.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Early Successional Habitat Creation Project includes proposed management activities to achieve resource goals, objectives and desired future conditions as outlined in the 2006 Green Mountain National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan. The project is designed to increase the acreage of forested stands in the regenerating age class (0 to 9 years old) to provide habitat for neotropical migrant passerine birds (or perching birds) and other wildlife species requiring early successional habitats. Proposed project activities, chiefly commercial timber harvests, would create temporary openings in lowland and upland habitats across a large portion of the Manchester Ranger District.

David Francomb, District Ranger for the Manchester Ranger District, is the Responsible Official for this decision. Additional information regarding this proposal can be obtained from Brett Hillman, Manchester Ranger District, 2538 Depot Street, Manchester Center, VT 05255, (802) 362-2307 ext. 7217 or email at bretthillman@fs.fed.us.

Only those individuals or entities who submit timely and specific written comments during a public comment period are eligible to file an objection (36 CFR 218.24). Comments should be within the scope of the proposed action, have a direct relationship to the proposed action, and must include supporting reasons for the Responsible Official to consider. For objection eligibility each individual or representative from each entity submitting timely and specific written comments must either sign the comments or verify identity upon request. Comments will be accepted for a 30-day period following publication of this notice in the Rutland Herald. The publication date in the Rutland Herald is the exclusive means for calculating the comment period. To be eligible to submit an objection, individuals and entities must meet information requirements of 36 CFR 218.25.

Postal, hand-delivered, electronic, and facsimile comments on the proposal will be accepted. Postal comments must be submitted to David Francomb c/o Brett Hillman, Manchester Ranger District, 2538 Depot Street, Manchester Center, VT 05255. Hand-delivered comments may also be submitted at the Manchester Ranger Station, 2538 Depot Street, Manchester Center, VT 05255 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. Comments may also be submitted by facsimile to (802) 362-1251, ATTN: Brett Hillman, Early Successional Habitat Creation Project. Electronic comments must be submitted in a format such as an email message, plain text (.txt), rich text (.rtf), Word (.doc or .docx) or Portable Document Format (.pdf), to comments-eastern-green-mt-finger-lakes-manchester@fs.fed.us. Please include the subject header “Early Successional Habitat Creation Project” in your email.
