To:

GMUG National Forest Service

Travel Management Team

From:

Colorado Plateau Mountain Bike Trail Association

P.O. Box 4602

Grand Junction, CO 81502

Subject:

Mountain Bike Travel

BLM Shared Trails

  The Colorado Plateau Mountain Bike Trail Association (COPMOBA) would like to propose some travel changes on the Uncompahgre National Forest (UNC NF) to allow mountain bike (mtb) access to trails shared with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands in the Gateway area.  The current BLM Resource Management Plan for the entire Grand Valley District is being updated and complete trail inventories are being done as the planning progresses.  There are several trails starting on these BLM lands that cross the UNC NF boundary and are currently closed to mtb travel or are not in the UNC NF trail inventory.  With a minimum amount of resources and some cooperation between COPMOBA, BLM and UNC NF, several miles of trails can still be made available to mtb use in that area.  

Proposals:

1)  Lower Ute Creek trailhead is on FS road 405.2A 1.5 miles from FS road 405.  The first 2.6 miles of this trail is on UNC FS land and the remaining 4.6 miles crosses BLM land. This trail is in the FS trail inventory as open to foot and horse travel but is currently closed to mtb travel.  COPMOBA proposes that travel be changed on the 2.6 miles crossing FS land to allow all non-motorized travel.  There had been mtb use of this trail prior to the 2002 Travel Management Decision.  

2)  Add existing1 mile trail starting at FS road 404 continuing east south east to prominent saddle at the southern foot of Pine Mountain.  This added trail would provide access to 3 other proposed trails shared with BLM lands.

3)  Add existing .9 mile trail starting from the end of proposed trail #2, continuing south and crossing FS boundary onto BLM land 1 mile from the Lower Blue Creek trail intersection.  This trail and proposed trail #2 would combine provide non-motorized travel on 3 miles of secluded trail from the Blue Creek drainage to FS road 404.  

4 & 5)  New trail construction of .1 mile will connect intersection of proposed trails #2 and #3 to existing uninventoried trail #5.  This proposed new trail construction and trail inventory addition would create different loop options in the area.

6)  Add existing 3.1 mile trail from FS trail 643 and FS road 414.1A intersection up and over Pine Hill continuing west to the proposed #2, #3 and #4 trails intersection.  This would provide loop options with the proposed trails and with FS trails 643 and 620.

7)  Add existing 2.5 mile trail from the lower trailhead of non-motorized FS trail 620 continuing west southwest to the FS boundary and the BLM Lower Blue Creek trail.  This would provide longer non-motorized trail opportunities when combined with FS trails 620, 643 and 632, BLM Lower Blue Creek trail and proposed trails #3, #2, #6, #4 and #5.

8)  Change travel on Franks Bench trail FS 632 from Foot and Horse only to allow all non-motorized travel.  This change would allow more non-motorized loop options when combined with proposed trails, BLM trails and current non-motorized FS trails that allow mtb travel.

9)  Add existing 1.5 mile trail starting at the end of FS road 407.2A continuing west southwest to the FS boundary and BLM trail extending 2 more miles.  The addition of this trail to FS non-motorized trail inventory would provide mtb access from the Mesa Creek area of the Divide Road to the south side of the Blue Creek drainage area and the loop options with trails in that area.  

10)  Add existing 1.2 mile trail starting from the interior of the Long Canyon trail FS 621 and continuing west southwest to the FS boundary and BLM trail extending 2.5 more miles.           

Included in this correspondence are maps of the trails being proposed.  

These types of remote, secluded and non-motorized trails are highly cherished by a certain segment of the public.  Studies have shown that mountain bike use is similar in impacts to foot and horse travel.  These trail proposals would allow mtb use on some very interesting existing trails currently closed or a dead end.

Thanks for considering our proposals,

Dan Antonelli

COPMOBA Trail Adoption Coordinator

COPMOBA Board Member

dansandi@acsol.net
970-242-0580       

