MEGAN C. BLANKSMA HOME ADDRESS

DISTRICT 23 595 SOUTH THACKER ROAD
ELMORE, OWYHEE HAMMETT, IDAHO 83627
& TWIN FALLS COUNTIES (208) 366-7976

EMAIL: mblanksma@house.idaho.gov

House of Representatives
State of Idaho

July 10, 2017

Payette National Forest

ATTN: Forest Supervisor Keith Lannom
Stibnite Gold EIS

500 N. Mission St.

McCall, ID 83638

Via electronic mail: comments-intermtn-payette@fs.fed.us

It is with great pleasure that | write to the U.S. Forest Service to encourage you to adopt the proposed
activities outlined by Midas Gold in the Plan of Restoration and Operations as the preferred alternative during
the EIS process.

Midas Gold Idaho is proposing a great project for our economy, our citizens and our environment. The Stibnite
Gold Project would help to properly restore the legacy Brownfield site in Idaho’s backcountry and provide a
significant positive economic impact. The company plans to invest $1 billion in Idaho and provide
approximately 1,000 jobs over the course of the mine’s life. The company has made a commitment to looking
to Idaho first for talent and supplies so this would have a huge trickledown effect.

The salaries of the positions at Midas Gold Idaho will be approximately two times higher than typical jobs in
Valley County. The financial security these positions could bring to families has the potential to be life
changing. | also appreciate that Midas Gold Idaho plans to have employees be on a two weeks on, two weeks
off schedule. This allows Idahoans who live outside of Valley County, or who would not want to relocate to the
area, the same opportunity to apply for these positions.

Through my conversations and from | have learned by reviewing their plan, | feel confident the Stibnite Gold

Project is an excellent opportunity for our state. | urge you to accept Midas Gold’s preferred alternatives and
continue moving this project forward.

Sincerely,

N

. Blanksma

Mega
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