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We are responding to Scoping Notice Proposal for South Fork Salmon River Restoration and Access Management Plan.  

Overall we are pleased to see this Proposal generally followed the recommendations of the BC/YP Collaborative.  However we do have some concerns with the proposal.

We believe a very serious road-by-road study of the 160 miles of logging roads being considered for rehabilitation must be done before any specific action can be proposed. These roads should not be viewed as just an opportunity to “score points” for restoration.  The rehabilitation must produce serious resource improvements.  Many of these roads have naturally stabilized over time & any rehabilitation efforts of these roads would produce no net positive resource results.  

We are very concerned with the proposal for the Davis Ranch Road.  Basically the proposal is to decommission the road to a non motorized Pack & Saddle Trail constructed to a standard that would allow permitted ATV access to the private land at roads end.  We do concur this proposal would have natural resource benefits, but the idea of denying the public the opportunity to use the proposed facility for a high valued motorized recreation activity is without merit.  Especially in a management area where the Forest Plan Objective 1250 is to “provide designated routes for motorized (ATV and Motorcycle) use ………”.  The fact this area is in a recommended wilderness complicates the situation.  First, it must be noted the roadbed is currently a designated motorized trail (#076) that has been closed by Special Order due to storm damage & safety concerns.  Under Forest Plan management guideline WRGU05 “Mechanical transport in recommended wilderness areas where it currently exists may be allowed to continue unless: (a) It degrades wilderness values, (b) Resource damage occurs, or (c) User conflicts result.”  Thus, once the damage and safety issues are fixed it is clear allowing the public to regain their mechanical transport is an option.  Looking at this from a different aspect, the current scoping proposal would involve building the trail to a standard greater than needed for a Wilderness Pack & Saddle trail to allow permitted access to private land via ATV: which may require a Forest Plan amendment.  We believe the proposal should be changed to allow public motorized use of the trail with a modified Forest Plan amendment to cover this option.  This should be a relatively straight forward analysis.   The trail itself would not be any different than that proposed, funding for the project would be much easier, and Forest Plan Objective 1250 would be addressed.  The result would create the only public ATV trail in the entire Elk Creek Drainage.

We do support the proposal to issue a FRTA easement to Valley County for the South Fork Road.  This long contested road is a very important road for a wide variety of users. For the residents of Yellow Pine the FRTA easement strengths the continued existence of this village, and this shift in road jurisdiction should reduce the perpetual worries of residents relative to keeping this road open.

Finally, we are concerned the repair of the washout on Forest Trail #096 may not be receiving the priority it deserves.  This very important & highly used trail stands out as the most important recreation motorized trail in the South Fork Drainage within the PNF.  The washout does represent a significant engineering challenge, and we strongly request a high level geotechnical engineering evaluation of this project be performed to ensure all alternatives are considered.

Thanks for considering our concerns.  If we could assist in this effort please let us know.
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