Lake George Area Vegetation Management Project


Thursday July 6, 2017
c/o Deanna Engleman
Pikes Peak Ranger District

601 South Weber Street

Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Dear Mr. Voorhis,
Please accept this letter of comment regarding the Lake George Area Vegetation Management Project.

I am writing on behalf of the Board of Directors of the Flume Placer Civic Association represents the interest of the 32 residents of Landis Ranch Estates.  Landis Ranch is located off County Road 77 approximately 7-8 miles north of Lake George, CO.  Our property abuts the China Wall area and is the cross-hatched area on the right of the map below.

Many thanks for your ongoing efforts to improve the habitat in the Lake George Area, and for allowing this opportunity to comment. Our comments pertain to the inset pictured here:
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Our specific concerns relate to the east-west spur between the two arrows labeled above as “212” in the vertical red box, connecting a larger loop directly to the banks of Tarryall Creek.  For clarity, we refer to this hereafter as the “212 Spur”.
We specifically request closure of the 212 Spur.  We have previously made similar comments in response to the Badger Flats Project.  Our current Board President, Mark Pelner, has also communicated with you directly and I believe sent photographs of the area where the “spur” meets the Tarryall, documenting the severe damage to the riparian area there. 
Protect and improve watershed conditions
The Lake George Area Vegetation Management Project specifically list as one of five goals Protection and improvement of watershed conditions. Unfortunately, the 212 spur allows access directly to the banks of the Tarryall where extensive and severe damage to the riparian area has occurred due to motorcycle and ATV activity as well as cutting of trees, damaging trees with gunfire, etc.  As a result, there is no remaining ground vegetation for an extended section of the bank, creating a source for silt to enter the stream with rain and snowfall.
Again, as you know, one of the listed strategies for the current project is Riparian Restoration.  We feel that leaving the 212 spur open and allowing the damage noted above to continue and worsen over time is in direct conflict with the important work you are doing.
Thank you for the opportunity to enter these comments to this project.  As landowners and residents of an area directly adjoining this project we greatly appreciate the USFS’s ongoing efforts to help manage the beautiful natural resources we all share.

With Best Regards,
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Kent Heyborne, Board member, on behalf of:
Landis Ranch (Flume Placer Civic Association) Board of Directors
1671 Landis Ranch Road
Lake George, CO 80827

kheyborne@msn.com
303-378-1141

Best mailing address:  1053 South Vine Street, Denver, CO 80209

