South Fork Restoration and Management Plan   #51257 Comments

The Payette National Forest has included some good things in their restoration plan of the South Fork of the Salmon River however there are some really bad things in there as well.  I will start with the worst.

1} The conversion of the cougar mountain trail #301 to a motorcycle trail.  There is already a motorcycle trail going from Blackmare summit down to the south fork of the Salmon, trail #100.  Opening up this other trail to the South Fork further will cut up the proposed wilderness area from twenty years ago.  I have walked up the East Fork of Kennally Creek trail to fish the lakes below Blackmare summit and have found ditches shoulder deep in the rotten granite near the summit on the Kennally side and now the proposal is to let the motorcycles have another track to bleed sediment into the South Fork of the Salmon.  The purpose of the whole project is to restore the South Fork and this trail does exactly the opposite.  This should be analyzed in the DEIS.  I am also told that this trail did not reach consensus by the coalition board but the district ranger decided to include it anyway; a horrible decision betraying his bias in the project.
2}  Rebuilding the Little Buckhorn, Miners Peak, ATV trail system.  This trail blew out recently and is now scheduled to be rebuilt.  Before that, it was a road system that blew out and dumped sediment into the spawning areas.  Again the Forest Service calls something a restoration project but absolutely caves to ATV interests and sacrifices an obviously fragile area to build up to eleven miles of ATV racetrack.  This needs to be analyzed in the DEIS.
3}  The turnout and parking area at the end of the Zena Creek road.  I have been to this trailhead yearly for the last thirty years and have never had a problem turning around.  A lot of the users that use this trailhead are motorcycles that come up from the bottom and essentially get another seven or so miles of trail before they get to the official trailhead if there is no turnout at the top.  The reason this is such a terrible idea is the glaring need for trail maintenance in the very near area.  Why waste all of this money on trailhead construction when just a few miles away are trails that can hardly be found.  I walked past Box Lake to get to Sisters Lake two days ago and when I got past Box Lake I just quit trying to be on the trail that obviously had not been cleared in years and just bushwhacked.  This trail connects two trails of major use, Black Lee Creek, #110 and Crestline #103.  Another trail in the area that I could find but rarely recently is trail #084 above Loon Lake to Twenty mile trail.  There are many other trails like this as well.  Every time I see a new toilet and parking lot I think of the Forest Service’s warped sense of priorities that leave a show next to the main road but fail badly when the trails go past the first and easiest destination.  Zena Creek trailhead is a waste of money in comparison to ordinary trail maintenance.  
There are other bad things in the plan for example private rancher ATV access, but these are the worst.  Please fix them.
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