VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Robert Dalrymple
District Ranger
Wrangell Ranger District
P.O. Box 51
Wrangell, AK 99929
E:  comments-alaska-tongass-wrangell@fs.fed.us  

Re: Wrangell Island Project

Dear Mr. Dalrymple,
Thank you for the opportunity to offer comments on the Wrangell Island Project. The Alaska Wilderness League represents members throughout the country with an interest in protecting Alaska’s public lands for their natural and cultural values. Please accept the attached comments and signatures of the more than 13,000 people requesting that the Forest Service not pursue this project.
	Though the Tongass has a long history of controversy, the Alaska Wilderness League has supported the Forest Service’s commitment to transition out of old-growth logging. We are supportive of the commitments that the agency has made in the draft amendment to the Tongass Land Management Plan to shift focus away from old-growth clear cuts as well as the commitment to protect critical salmon habitat. The Wrangell Island Project is not consistent with these commitments. This project doubles down on clear-cut old-growth logging while opening the Thoms Lake VCU, recognized for its outstanding wild fish values, to logging, all the while failing to the provide a single alternative that appraises positively. We believe that this demonstrates a missed opportunity to support alternative opportunities for economic opportunity, such as tourism, fisheries and small scale timber.
	Despite proposals that would have maximized long-term opportunity for local processors in Wrangell, the Wrangell project maintains the focus on old-growth clear-cuts for an export market with a preferred alternative that far exceeds previous volume estimates. This continued focus on exporting old-growth will mean minimal benefits for communities at the expense of wildlife habitat. The cumulative impact of logging and the accumulated succession debt will mean decreased winter habitat for deer, and impacts on the people who depend on deer.
	The Wrangell Island Project would impact and jeopardize the valuable Thoms Lake VCU which contains two major and six minor anadromous fish-bearing streams. As the most productive fishery on Wrangell Island, Thoms Creek provides a diversity of stream, lake and estuary habitats, supporting an important subsistence sockeye fishery.  As recreation and tourism continue to drive the economy of Southeast Alaska, the Forest Service should be placing less of a focus on planning obsolete old-growth sales and placing a greater focus on supporting sustainable industries, such as fishing and tourism, which combined drive around $2 billion in economic activity each year. Each year, more than one million people come from around the world to see Alaskan scenery and wildlife such as the coastal brown bear. The Alaska Department of Fish and Game has identified the Thoms Creek area as one of the best places to view bears on Wrangell Island. This entire watershed should be prioritized for its fish and recreation values.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jeopardizing the recreational and tourism opportunities as well as wildlife and fish values for the negative economic value of this timber sale does not make sense for the local community, Southeast Alaska or the American people. We urge you to not pursue the Wrangell Island Project and to modify it so that it can support a healthy forest and sustainable economic opportunity.
Sincerely,
Dan Kirkwood
Rainforest Campaign Manager
224 Gold St.
Juneau Alaska, 99801
dan@alaskawild.org

