From: Kinsey, Celeste -FS

To: joseph.nitsche@gmail.com

Cc: Goshen, Richard - FS

Subject: RE: Hermosa-Taylor scoping notice

Date: Thursday, September 22, 2016 3:09:29 PM
Attachments: Hermosa-Tavlor Sianed Scoping Letter 07 SEP 2016.pdf

Tavlor Deposit Drilling Projecn of Operations 7.27.16 - Figure 1.pdf
Tavlor Deposit Drilling Projecn of Operations 7.27.16 - Figure 2.pdf
Tavlor Deposit Drilling Projecn of Operations 7.27.16 - Figure 3.pdf
Tavlor Deposit Drilling Projecn of Operations 7.27.16 - Figure 4.pdf
Tavlor Deposit Drilling Projecn of Operations 7.27.16 - Figure 5.pdf
Federal Reaister Notice Newspapers of Record 21 JUL 2016.pdf

Hello Joe,

Thank you for your email on Arizona Minerals' Inc. proposed Hermosa-Taylor Deposit Drilling Project. Attached,
please find an electronic copy of the scoping letter with figures.

Regarding your request to extend the scoping comment period, there is not a mandated timeframe associated with
scoping. Scoping comments can be submitted anytime during the NEPA process, and the Forest Service can receive
scoping comments up and until a decision is made on a proposal. This is consistent with Forest Service Handbook
1909.15, National Environmental Policy Handbook, and our NEPA regulations found at 36 CFR 220.

The Hermosa-Taylor Deposit Drilling Project was uploaded to the Schedule of Proposed Actions (SOPA) on
September 14, 2016. If you are unable to download, please let me know and | can send you an electronic copy on
CD.

Anyone can request to be added to the mailing list at any time. If you are able to act on behalf of individuals who
did not receive the scoping letter and figures, please send me their contact information and they will be added to the
mailing list. Please be advised that once on the mailing list, names and addresses will be considered part of the
public record for this proposal and will be available for public inspection and potentially released if requested under
the Freedom of Information Act.

The newspaper of record for publishing notices which occur east of Highway 83 is the Sierra Vista Herald. The
newspaper of record for publishing notices which occur west of Highway 83 is the Nogales International (see
attached Federal Register Notice dated July 21, 2016). The legal notice for this proposal was published in the Sierra
Vista Herald on August 31, 2016. Though not required, the legal notice was also published in the Nogales
International on September 9, 2016. If you have any suggestions for other papers in which future notices could be
published please let me know. As you've noted, there was an error in the notice, identifying the Eastern Arizona
Courier as the newspaper of record. We are aware of the error and sincerely apologize for any confusion this may
have caused. Additionally, as stated previously, scoping comments can be submitted at any time during the NEPA
process.

Information and documents associated with the NEPA process for the Hermosa-Taylor Deposit Drilling Project can
be accessed from the following Forest Service web site:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?
project=50097&exp=overview&utm_source=PARA+Newsletter+subscribers&utm_campaign=8f18dca0df-
scoping_comment_meeting9 15 2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_84217e1dc1-8f18dca0df-
105378801&ct=t(scoping_comment_meeting9_15 2016)&mc_cid=8f18dca0df&mc_eid=4b1f52237a

If you have further questions, please don't hesitate to contact either me or Rick Goshen, Geologist, Coronado

National Forest (rgoshen@fs.fed.us).

Daisy Kinsey, CMA |
District Ranger
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United States Forest Coronado National Forest 4070 South Avenida Saracino
Department of Service Sierra Vista Ranger District Hereford, AZ 85615

S Agriculture (520) 378-0311

FAX: (520) 378-0519

File Code:  1950; 2810
Date:  September 7, 2016

Dear Friends and Neighbors of the Coronado National Forest,

The Coronado National Forest (CNF) welcomes your comments on a proposed Plan of
Operations (Plan) for the Hermosa-Taylor Deposit Drilling Project, submitted by Arizona
Minerals, Inc. (AMI). AMI has proposed to develop eight exploratory drill holes at three drill
sites (pads), impacting approximately 0.92 acres on National Forest System (NFS) lands in the
Patagonia Mountains, Sierra Vista Ranger District. The project area would be located
approximately 50 miles southeast of Tucson, and six miles southeast of the town of Patagonia,
Arizona in Santa Cruz County. Exploration work is anticipated to be completed within one year.
We are inviting you to submit comments to help identify preliminary issues associated with
AMTI’s proposal and refine the proposed action as identified in this letter. The Responsible
Official anticipates preparing an environmental assessment for AMI’s proposed Plan and needs
your assistance to better identify issues, concerns, and opportunities. The proposed Plan is
subject to the Project-Level Predecisional Administrative Review Process under Title 36 Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 218, Subparts A and B.

PROPOSED ACTION

The Forest Service proposes to process the proposed Plan submitted by AMI to develop eight
drill holes from three drill pads located in Sections 4 and 5, Township 23 South, Range 16 East
(Figure 1). Total proposed surface disturbance for the project is estimated at 1.54 acres, which
includes construction of three drill pads, and two temporary access roads approximately 0.07
miles and 0.25 miles in length (Figure 2). Drill holes would be approximately 3 to 4 inches in
diameter and be drilled using a diamond core rig. Drilling operations are proposed to run up to
24 hours per day, seven days per week and are expected to be completed within five months with
two drill rigs operating concurrently. Once obtained, samples would be transported offsite for
analysis and testing.

Primary access to the proposed Project would be from Harshaw Road (a county road), which
connects to Arizona State Route (SR) 82 in the town of Patagonia (Figure 4). During the course
of the Project, equipment, materials, and personnel would be initially directed to a staging area
located on private land owned by AMI approximately 1 mile southwest of the intersection of
Harshaw Road and Forest Road 4686.

The 0.07 mile access road would be located on previously disturbed land and would require
vegetation removal only. The 0.25 mile road would be located on undisturbed land, utilize heavy
equipment in the construction process and also require vegetation removal.

Three drill pads would be constructed and be approximately 80 feet by 80 feet to accommodate
equipment for directional drilling including the drill rig, drill pipe trailer, 5,000 gallon water
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tank, support vehicles, a sump (mud pit), portable toilet, and other small equipment. Two drill
pads would have two holes and the third drill pad would have four holes (Figure 2). Three
sumps would be located at each of the drilling sites and would measure approximately 8 feet
wide by up to 15 feet in length and 5 feet deep on average.

Water for the proposed mineral exploration would be obtained from AMI’s private land from an
existing water well (Figure 3). It would be piped from the private land to the drill sites using 27
diameter pipe placed on FR 5521. Once on site, water would be stored in the 5,000 gallon tanks.
Approximately 20,000 gallons of water per week would be used for the duration of active
drilling Project (10,000 gallons per rig per week).

Drilling and drill hole abandonment would be conducted in accordance with Arizona
Administrative Code (AAC) R12-15 and Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) Title 45, Chapter 2,
Article 10, as administered by the Arizona Department of Water Resources. In accordance with
36 CFR Part 228 and the policies of Forest Service Manual 2840, AMI would stabilize and
reseed and place erosion control structures on all temporarily disturbed areas to prevent erosion
and to promote vegetation growth. Additional reclamation would occur by rehabilitating drill
sites and the two access roads upon completion of drilling activities by regrading and contouring
to match surrounding topography and pre-drilling conditions. All materials including equipment,
water pipe, water tanks, etc. would be removed from drill pads.

PURPOSE AND NEED

The purpose of the drilling operations is to collect core samples at various depths up to 4,500 feet
to assess potential mineralization. AMI is entitled to conduct operations that are reasonably
incidental to exploration and development of mineral deposits on its unpatented mining claims
pursuant to U.S. Mining Laws. Under regulations of the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, AMI
must conduct mining operations in accordance with the requirements found at 36 CFR Part 228A
and in accordance with a plan of operations that has been approved by the Forest Service. The
need for the proposed Federal action is for compliance with the requirement that the Forest
Service respond to a proposed plan of operations to conduct mining operations on National
Forest System lands pursuant to U.S. Mining Laws.

The Forest Service is required by regulation to respond to a proposed Plan to conduct operations
pursuant to the Mining Law of 1872. Under 36 CFR 228.5, the Forest Service must determine

whether to approve the Plan as proposed, or to require changes or additions deemed necessary to
meet the requirements of the regulations for environmental protection set forth in 36 CFR 228.8.

HOW TO COMMENT

Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who
comment, will be considered part of the public record on these proposed actions and will be
available for public inspection. Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and
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considered; however, anonymous comments will not provide the agency with the ability to
provide the respondent with subsequent environmental documents.

- Specific written comments should be submitted to:

U.S. Mail: Coronado National Forest
ATTN: Minerals & Geology Staff
Re: Hermosa-Taylor
300 W. Congress St. 61" Floor
Tucson, AZ 85701

Facsimile: 520-388-8305
ATTN: Minerals & Geology Staff
Re: Hermosa-Taylor

The office business hours for those submitting hand-delivered comments are 8:00 am to 4:30 pm
Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. Electronic comments should be submitted in a
common digital format (e.g., Word (.doc), rich text format (.rtf), text (.txt), Adobe (.pdf), and
hypertext markup language (.html)) to:

https://cara.ecosystem-management.org/Public//ReadingRoom?Project=50097

Please state “Hermosa-Taylor Deposit Drilling Project” on the envelope when replying by U.S.
mail.

Additional information on Hermosa-Taylor Deposit Drilling Project is also available on the
webpage: http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project exp.php?project=50097. If you would like
more information or have questions relating to this proposal, please contact Rick Goshen,
Geologist, at (520) 388-8341 or rgoshen@fs.fed.us.

Thank you for your interest and participation in the activities proposed on the Sierra Vista
Ranger District, Coronado National Forest.

Sincerely,

(. Ibnas

CELESTE KINSEY
District Ranger

Enclosures: Figures 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.
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Notices

Federal Register
Vol. 81, No. 140

Thursday, July 21, 2016

This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Newspapers Used for Publication of
Legal Notices in the Southwestern
Region, Which Includes Arizona, New
Mexico, and Parts of Oklahoma and
Texas

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice lists the
newspapers that will be used by all
Ranger Districts, Grasslands, Forests,
and the Regional Office of the
Southwestern Region to publish legal
notices required under 36 CFR 218 and
219. The intended effect of this action
is to inform interested members of the
public which newspapers the Forest
Service will use to publish notices of
proposed actions, notices of decision,
and notices of opportunity to file an
objection or appeal. This will provide
the public with constructive notice of
Forest Service proposals and decisions,
provide information on the procedures
to comment, appeal, or object, and
establish the date that the Forest Service
will use to determine if comments,
appeals, or objections were timely.
DATES: Publication of legal notices in
the listed newspapers will begin on the
date of this publication and continue
until further notice.

ADDRESSES: Roxanne Turley, Acting
Regional Administrative Review
Coordinator, Forest Service,
Southwestern Region, 333 Broadway
SE., Albuquerque, NM 87102-3498.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Roxanne Turley, Acting Regional
Administrative Review Coordinator;
(505) 842-3178.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
administrative procedures at 36 CFR
parts 218 and 219 require the Forest
Service to publish notices in a
newspaper of general circulation. The
content of the notices is specified in 36

CFR parts 218 and 219. In general, the
notices will identify: The decision or
project, by title or subject matter; the
name and title of the official making the
decision; how to obtain additional
information; and where and how to file
comments, appeals, or objections. The
date the notice is published will be used
to establish the official date for the
beginning of the comment, appeal, or
objection period. Where more than one
newspaper is listed for any unit, the first
newspaper listed is the primary
newspaper of record of which
publication date shall be used for
calculating the time period to file
comment, appeal, or an objection.

Southwestern Regional Office

Regional Forester

Notices of Availability for Comment
and Decisions and Objections affecting
New Mexico Forests:—“Albuquerque
Journal”’, Albuquerque, New Mexico, for
National Forest System Lands in the
State of New Mexico for any projects of
Region-wide impact, or for any projects
affecting more than one National Forest
or National Grassland in New Mexico.
Regional Forester Notices of Availability
for Comment and Decisions and
Objections affecting Arizona Forests:
—““The Arizona Republic”, Phoenix,
Arizona, for National Forest System
lands in the State of Arizona for any
projects of Region-wide impact, or for
any projects affecting more than one
National Forest in Arizona.

Regional Forester Notices of
Availability for Comment and Decisions
and Objections affecting National
Grasslands in New Mexico, Oklahoma,
and Texas are listed by Grassland and
location as follows: Kiowa National
Grassland notices published in:
—*“Union County Leader”, Clayton New
Mexico. Rita Blanca National Grassland
in Cimarron County, Oklahoma notices
published in: —*“Boise City News”,
Boise City, Oklahoma. Rita Blanca
National Grassland in Dallam County,
Texas notices published in:—“The
Dalhart Texan”, Dalhart, Texas. Black
Kettle National Grassland in Roger Mills
County, Oklahoma notices published in:
—"“Cheyenne Star”, Cheyenne,
Oklahoma. Black Kettle National
Grassland in Hemphill County, Texas
notices published in: —“The Canadian
Record”, Canadian, Texas. McClellan
Creek National Grassland in Gray

County, Texas notices published in:—
“The Pampa News’’, Pampa, Texas.
Regional Forester Notices of
Availability for Comment and Decisions
and Objections affecting only one
National Forest or National Grassland
unit will appear in the newspaper of
record elected by each National Forest
or National Grassland as listed below.

Arizona National Forests

Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests

Notices for Availability for
Comments, Decisions and Objections by
Forest Supervisor, Alpine Ranger
District, Black Mesa Ranger District,
Lakeside Ranger District, and
Springerville Ranger District are
published in: —*“The White Mountain
Independent”, Apache County, Arizona.

Clifton Ranger District Notices are
published in:—*“Copper Era”, Clifton,
Arizona.

Coconino National Forest

Notices for Availability for
Comments, Decisions and Objections by
Forest Supervisor, Mogollon Rim Ranger
District, and Flagstaff Ranger District are
published in: —*“Arizona Daily Sun”,
Flagstaff, Arizona.

Red Rock Ranger District Notices are
published in: —“Red Rock News”,
Sedona, Arizona.

Coronado National Forest

Notices for Availability for
Comments, Decisions and Objections by
Forest Supervisor and Santa Catalina
Ranger District are published in: —*“The
Arizona Daily Star”, Tucson, Arizona.

Douglas Ranger District Notices are
published in: —*“Daily Dispatch”,
Douglas, Arizona; notices for projects
occurring within the Peloncillo
Mountain Range (the Peloncillo
Ecological Management Area) are
published in: —*“Hidalgo County
Herald”, Lordsburg, New Mexico.

Nogales Ranger District Notices are
published in: —*“Nogales
International”’, Nogales, Arizona.

Sierra Vista Ranger District Notices
for projects east of Highway 83 are
published in: —“Sierra Vista Herald”,
Sierra Vista, Arizona; notices for
projects west of Highway 83 are
published in: —“Nogales
International”’, Nogales, Arizona.

Safford Ranger District Notices are
published in: —*“Eastern Arizona
Courier”’, Safford, Arizona.
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Kaibab National Forest

Notices for Availability for
Comments, Decisions and Objections by
Forest Supervisor, North Kaibab Ranger
District, Tusayan Ranger District, and
Williams Ranger District Notices are
published in: —“Arizona Daily Sun”,
Flagstaff, Arizona.

Prescott National Forest

Notices for Availability for
Comments, Decisions and Objections by
Forest Supervisor, Bradshaw Ranger
District, and Chino Valley Ranger
District are published in: —*“Daily
Courier”, Prescott, Arizona. Verde
Ranger District Notices are published in:
“Verde Independent”, Cottonwood,
Arizona.

Tonto National Forest

Notices for Availability for
Comments, Decisions, and Objections
by Forest Supervisor, Cave Creek Ranger
District, and Mesa Ranger District are
published in: —“Arizona Capitol
Times”, in Phoenix, Arizona.

Globe Ranger District Notices are
published in: —*“Arizona Silver Belt”,
Globe, Arizona. Payson Ranger District,
Pleasant Valley Ranger District and
Tonto Basin Ranger District Notices are
published in: —*“Payson Roundup”,
Payson, Arizona.

New Mexico National Forests

Carson National Forest

Notices for Availability for
Comments, Decisions and Objections by
Forest Supervisor, Camino Real Ranger
District, Tres Piedras Ranger District
and Questa Ranger District are
published in: —*“The Taos News”’, Taos,
New Mexico.

Canjilon Ranger District and El Rito
Ranger District Notices are published in:
—*“Rio Grande Sun”, Espanola, New
Mexico.

Jicarilla Ranger District Notices are
published in: —*“Farmington Daily
Times”, Farmington, New Mexico.

Cibola National Forest and National
Grasslands

Notices for Availability for
Comments, Decisions and Objections by
Forest Supervisor affecting lands in
New Mexico, except the National
Grasslands are published in:
—“Albuquerque Journal”, Albuquerque,
New Mexico.

Forest Supervisor Notices affecting
National Grasslands in New Mexico,
Oklahoma and Texas are published by
grassland and location as follows:
Kiowa National Grassland in Colfax,
Harding, Mora and Union Counties,
New Mexico published in: —“Union

County Leader”, Clayton, New Mexico.
Rita Blanca National Grassland in
Cimarron County, Oklahoma published
in: —*“Boise City News”, Boise City,
Oklahoma. Rita Blanca National
Grassland in Dallam County, Texas
published in: —*“The Dalhart Texan”,
Dalhart, Texas. Black Kettle National
Grassland, in Roger Mills County,
Oklahoma published in:—*“Cheyenne
Star”’, Cheyenne, Oklahoma. Black
Kettle National Grassland, in Hemphill
County, Texas published in: —*“The
Canadian Record”, Canadian, Texas.
McClellan Creek National Grassland
published in:—*“The Pampa News”,
Pampa, Texas.

Mt. Taylor Ranger District Notices are
published in: —*“Cibola County
Beacon”, Grants, New Mexico.

Magdalena Ranger District Notices are
published in: —*“Defensor-Chieftain”,
Socorro, New Mexico.

Mountainair Ranger District Notices
are published in: —“Mountain View
Telegraph”, Moriarity, New Mexico.

Sandia Ranger District Notices are
published in: —“Albuquerque Journal”,
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Kiowa National Grassland Notices are
published in: —*“Union County Leader”,
Clayton, New Mexico.

Rita Blanca National Grassland
Notices in Cimarron County, Oklahoma
are published in: —*“Boise City News”,
Boise City, Oklahoma while Rita Blanca
National Grassland Notices in Dallam
County, Texas are published in:
—*“Dalhart Texan”, Dalhart, Texas.

Black Kettle National Grassland
Notices in Roger Mills County,
Oklahoma are published in:
—*“Cheyenne Star”, Cheyenne,
Oklahoma, while Black Kettle National
Grassland Notices in Hemphill County,
Texas are published in:—*The
Canadian Record”’, Canadian, Texas.
McClellan Creek National Grassland
Notices are published in: —*“The Pampa
News”, Pampa, Texas.

Gila National Forest

Notices for Availability for
Comments, Decisions and Objections by
Forest Supervisor, Quemado Ranger
District, Reserve Ranger District,
Glenwood Ranger District, Silver City
Ranger District and Wilderness Ranger
District are published in: —*“Silver City
Daily Press”, Silver City, New Mexico.

Black Range Ranger District Notices
are published in: —*“The Herald”, Truth
or Consequences, New Mexico.

Lincoln National Forest

Notices for Availability for
Comments, Decisions and Objections by
Forest Supervisor and the Sacramento
Ranger District are published in:—

“Alamogordo Daily News”,
Alamogordo, New Mexico.

Guadalupe Ranger District Notices are
published in: —*“Carlsbad Current
Argus”, Carlsbad, New Mexico.

Smokey Bear Ranger District Notices
are published in: —*“Ruidoso News”,
Ruidoso, New Mexico.

Santa Fe National Forest

Notices for Availability for
Comments, Decisions and Objections by
Forest Supervisor, Coyote Ranger
District, Cuba Ranger District, Espanola
Ranger District, Jemez Ranger District
and Pecos-Las Vegas Ranger District are
published in: —*“Albuquerque Journal”,
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Dated: June 27, 2016.

Sandra Watts,

Deputy Regional Forester, Southwestern
Region.

[FR Doc. 2016-17325 Filed 7-20-16; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

New Mexico Collaborative Forest
Restoration Program Technical
Advisory Panel

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The New Mexico
Collaborative Forest Restoration
Program (CFRP) Technical Advisory
Panel (Panel) will meet in Albuquerque,
New Mexico. The Panel is established
consistent with the Federal Advisory
Committee Act of 1972 (5 U.S.C. App.
1I), and Title VI of the Community
Forest Restoration Act (Pub. L. 106—
393). Additional information concerning
the Panel, including the meeting
summary/minutes, can be found by
visiting the Panel’s Web site at: http://
www.fs.usda.gov/goto/r3/cfrp.

DATES: The meeting will be held August
8, 2016—August 10, 2016, from 9:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. All meetings are subject to
cancellation. For updated status of the
meeting prior to attendance, please
contact the person listed under FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Hyatt Place Albuquerque/Uptown,
6901 Arvada Avenue NE, Albuquerque,
New Mexico. Written comments may be
submitted as described under
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION. All
comments, including names and
addresses, when provided, are placed in
the record and available for public
inspection and copying. The public may
inspect comments received at the



http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/r3/cfrp

http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/r3/cfrp
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Forest Service

Coronado National Forest, Sierra Vista Ranger District
p: 520-803-2805

c: 520-237-4888

f: 520-378-0519

ckinsey@fs.fed.us

4070 South Avenida Saracino

Hereford, AZ 85615

Caring for the land and serving people

From: joseph nitsche [mailto:joseph.nitsche@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 21, 2016 4:17 PM

To: Kinsey, Celeste -FS <ckinsey@fs.fed.us>; Goshen, Richard - FS <rgoshen@fs.fed.us>
Cc: Dewberry, Kerwin -FS <kdewberry@fs.fed.us>; Joyner, Calvin -FS <cjoyner@fs.fed.us>;
jtutchton@defenders.org

Subject: Re: Hermosa-Taylor scoping notice

September 29 will be here soon! Are you going to extend the comment period?

Joe Nitsche

> On Sep 14, 2016, at 9:47 AM, Joe Nitsche <joseph.nitsche@gmail.com> wrote:

>

>

>

> | am writing regarding your letter dated September 7, 2016 inviting comments on the proposed Plan of Operations
(PoO) for the Hermosa-Taylor Deposit Drilling Project submitted by Arizona Mining Inc. (AMI). The September 7
letter states that the project if approved would drill eight holes on three drill sites on National Forest Service land.
Drilling operations are proposed to run up to 24 hours per day, seven days a week for an expected five month
period. My inquiry is sent as a member of the board of directors of the Patagonia Area Resource Alliance (PARA).
>

> PARA is requesting that the comment period on the proposed PoO be extended for an additional 30 days based
upon the following considerations:

>

> 0 The proposed PoO has not been published on the Forest Service internet project page for the Hermosa-Taylor
Drilling Project. A prospective commenter has nothing to comment on at this time because there is no PoO available
for review.

>

> 0 Many individuals who commented on proposed actions for previous iterations of the Hermosa project,
including myself, did not receive a copy of the September 7, 2016 letter inviting comment on the proposed PoO for
the Hermosa-Taylor Drilling Project;

>

> 0 Legal notice of the opportunity to comment was published in the Sierra Vista Herald. Sierra Vista is 46 miles
from Patagonia and is not even located in the same county as the Town of Patagonia. The likelihood that any
interested party reading the notice in the Sierra Vista newspaper is remote, reducing the effectiveness of the notice.
>

> 0 The September 7, 2016 letter does not state any deadline for the submission of comments. A prospective
commenter would not learn of any deadline for comment (it's September 29, 2016) from the letter but only by
looking at one Forest Service internet page that is not the main project page for the Hermosa-Taylor Drilling Project
or the published notice in the Sierra Vista Herald. A purported notice (the September 7, 2016 letter) that does not
state the deadline for comments is not legally sufficient.

>

> 0 The September 29, 2016 deadline for comments was determined by calculating 30 days from the August 31,
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2016 publication date in the Sierra Vista Herald. In addition to the proximity issue with Sierra Vista, the trigger date
of August 31 is seven days before the date of the Forest Service letter of September 7, 2016. This letter was sent
through the U.S. Postal Service, so that receipt could be on or about September 13, 2016, providing only 16 days
notice, not 30 days.

>

> 0 The Affidavit of Publication on August 31, 2016 is signed by the publisher of the Sierra Vista Herald and
Bisbee Daily Review. However, the Public Notice states that "Specific written comments (218.2) on the proposed
project will be accepted for 30 calendar days following publication of this notice in the Eastern Arizona Courier."
This discrepancy between the Eastern Arizona Courier of Safford and the Sierra Vista Herald renders the entire
Public Notice of August 31, 2016 invalid.

>

> 40 CFR 1501.7 provides that scoping is "an early and open process for determining the scope of issues to be
addressed and for identifying the significant issues related to a proposed action". An open process cannot occur if
interested parties are not given notice of a proposed action or are given insufficient time to submit comments. The
process works best when the public is adequately informed of the comment period for this proposed action and is
provided sufficient time to formulate possible issues related to this complex and interconnected subject. There also
are several noted legal deficiencies with the notice process for this proposal that severely limit the opportunity for
public comment and could require the Forest Service to start the process again if reviewed by an impartial arbiter.
>

> PARA therefore requests that the comment period for the proposed Plan of Operations for the Hermosa-Taylor
Deposit Drilling Project be extended for an additional 30 days.

>

> Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please contact me if you would like to discuss this matter
further.

>

> Joseph Nitsche

> 518-441-6299

>

>

>

> Sent from my iPad



