FROM THE PHOENIX BUSINESS JOURNAL

Aug 21, 2013, 11:53am MST 
ADOT study shows bicycle tourists have $88 million impact
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A new Arizona Department of Transportation study found that $88 million is generated annually from out-of-state bicycle tourists.
ADOT found that the 14,000 out-of-state bicyclists who participate in roughly 250 events a year create an economic impact of more than $30 million in direct tourism spending and $57 million in retail sales.
This is the first year ADOT has conducted a study focused on bicycling.
Major events like El Tour de Tucson, which brought more than 9,000 cyclists from all over the United States last year, contribute to the economic impact and the 721 jobs generated from the industry, according to the study. Sales at bicycle shops and out-of-state tour companies that host events in Arizona were also major factors in the economic impact.
“The degree to which bicycling affects the state’s economy and Arizona’s quality of life was not well-known before this study,” said Michael Sanders, ADOT’s bicycle and pedestrian program coordinator. “The purpose of the study was to improve that understanding among policymakers, state agencies, local governments, the transportation planning community and the general public. This report represents an important first step in trying to ascertain what is known about bicycling in Arizona and an initial effort to estimate the sizes of various types of benefits that bicycling creates.”
The study was designed to eliminate the 39,000 in-state bicyclists who also spend money in the industry. While there is certainly money being spent by the in-state cyclists, the purpose of the study was to observe the impact that the visiting cyclists have on the state’s economy.
“Every dollar spent by someone from out of state is a dollar that wouldn’t have been spent here otherwise,” said Tracy Clark, an ADOT economist and researcher for the study.
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