6/20/2016

Rodney Smoldon
Forest Supervisor
Colville National Forest
765 South Main
Colville, WA 99114

Re: Draft Colville National Forest Proposed Land and Resource Management Plan

Dcar Mr. Smoldon,

lamwri gto’” yonbel fofthetollowing Entities who have a vested and substantial
material interest in the forest planning process: Chewelah Basin Ski Corporation DBA
49° North Mountain Resort, East 'n Investments LL.C, Alpine Development Group
LLC, and Chewelah Peak Investments L]

e Chewelah Basin Ski Corporation holds a USFS Special Use Permit (#NE 2104)
on the Colville National Forest and runs a year round resort withan¢ |
downhill skiing. East Basin Investments, Alpine Developments Group, and Chew ah
Peak Investments all own, manage, and are currently investing in private land contained
in section 7, T32N R42E. The private land is an in-holding bordered by USFS sy 'm
lands.

Since 1974 the Chewelah Basin Ski Corporation has invested over 14 million dollars in
the existing 2,000 acre Special Use Permit (SUP). This investment has been made to
enable and enhance the outdoor recreation experiences of over 2.8 million skiers and
snowboarders. The partnership between the USFS and the Chewelah Basin Ski
Corporation has been instrumental in delivering quality family oriented outdoor winter
recreation for many decades.

I am concerned that the preferred alternative of the Draft Forest Plan may have the
potential to negatively impact the ski area. Previous forest plans, such as the 1987 plan,
allowed for active management of areas around and adjacent to the special use permit.
The previous forest plan allowed for fuel reduction activities that would help provide a
vital Wildland Urban Interface buffer zone between the ski area and adjacent Forest
Lands.

The Backcountry designations proposed for the area immediately to the south of the
current special use permit will in theory allow for some fuels management of the south
faces of Chewelah Peak. Logging methods such as cable log ngmaybe uti  :d to thin
fuels. [ am concerned that the methods available for fuels management will not be
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