Soil & Water
Conservation District

SUPERVISORS

David King
Chairman

Lewis Fisher
Vice-Chair

Bili King
Sec./Treasurer

Art Swenka
Member

Juan Sancher
Member

Mark Anaya
Member

Bill Williams
Member
STAFF

Brenda Smythe
Manager

Kelly Smith
Technician

Karlyn Bates
Admin Assistant

PARTNERS
New Mexico Department
Of Agriculture
New Mexico Coalition of

Conservation Districts

New Mexico
State Forestry

United States
Forest Service

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

New Mexico State Land
Office

Bureau of Reclamation

P.0. BOX 1050, Moriarty, NM 87035
Phone — 832-1111 Fax — 832-1121
www.eswed.org

November 16, 2015

The Honorable Ben Ray Lujan

United States House of Representatives
2446 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3103

Dear Representative Lujan:

The Edgewood Soil & Watet Conservation District (Edgewood SWCD) has
reviewed the information for the 2™ Phase Wilderness Inventory for the
Mountainair and Sandia Ranger Districts. The Edgewood SWCD Board of
Supervisors does not agtee with creating additional wilderness within the
Mountainait ot Sandia Ranger Districts.

Edgewood SWCD has several concerns about additional wilderness. They are:

1. The three stand changing fites of 2008 validated the need for active
forest management on the eastern slopes of the Manzano Mountains.
'The ability to implement treatments for watershed restoration would be
obstructed by any additional wilderness areas. Lands that are identified
as having wilderness potential should not be considered as special
designation areas because this would create too large of an area which
would be inaccessible for landscape scale restoration.

2. Livestock grazing continues in wilderness; but livestock management is
more difficult due to limited access by motorized equipment

3. Edgewood SWCD is concern about the excess of accumulated fuels in
the existing wilderness area. Wilderness area fires tend to crown out
killing most of the trees and spreading fire into non-designated areas,
resulting in catastrophic fires in areas where serious soil erosion occuts.
This can cause damage downslope not only for forest land, but adjacent
private land.

Sincerely,

il

David W. King, Chairman

cc: Elaine Korthman; Forest Supetvisor, Cibola National Forest
Champe Green; Forest Planner, Cibola National Forest



