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CHILOQUIN-AGENCY LAKE

FIRE DISTRICT

Fire Chief Mike Cook
P.O. Box 437

127S. First Avenue

Chiloquin, Oregon 97624-0437

541-783-3860
                                          Fax 541-783-3697
                                                 TTY 7-1-1
Constance Cummins

Forest Supervisor

Fremont-Winema National Forest

38500 Highway 97

Chiloquin, Oregon 97624

RE: Lobert Restoration Project

Thank you for the opportunity for the Chiloquin-Agency Lake Rural Protection District to respond to the Lobert Restoration Project.  

Overall, we are completely supportive of the vegetation management and fuel reduction activities proposed in Lobert.  Any fuel reduction and thinning of trees on Forest Service lands in the project would benefit the Fire District by reducing both the possibility of catastrophic wildland fires coming from Federal lands onto private lands under our protection, and the chance that a fire on private land could escape onto Forest Service lands.  The Lobert project includes in its gross boundary a majority of the private land in our fire district, as well as much of our defined Wildland Urban Interface.

In a recent Fire District board meeting, a member of the public asked if there was anything we could do to urge the Forest Service to maintain the fuel reduction activities that were done around Chiloquin under the Chiloquin Community Fuels Reduction Project (CCFRP).  Many areas treated under CCFRP are ready for follow-up treatments of under burning, brush mowing, and other activities to retain the fuel reductions accomplished in CCFRP.  These are the areas adjacent to and around the town of Chiloquin.  Please consider these areas for treatment again during Lobert.

On your Figure 6 map of the scoping package, no WUI treatments are shown around Chiloquin.  I feel additional treatments, and the follow-up treatments referenced above, within our WUI, would qualify as WUI treatments, and, if labeled as such during project development, could be eligible for additional funding for implementation.

On the eastern edge of Lobert, there are some concerns.  First, the proposed treatments in Management Area 4D, the Saddle Mountain Cultural Resource Area.  In the past the Forest Service has avoided doing any land management activities in this Management Area due to interpretations of the Winema Forest Plan and concerns from the Klamath Tribes.  The project shows no proposed site-specific forest plan amendment for this Management Area in the Lobert Scoping Package.  Does the Forest Service have some other understanding for this area with the Tribes that permits vegetation management and fuel reduction activities to take place in Management Area 4D?  Or could a Forest Plan Amendment be added to Lobert that would permit these activities.  We completely support such activities, and the fuel and stocking levels in the vicinity are quite high, and there are dwellings and small subdivisions both within our Protection District boundaries and just outside our boundaries to the east that would benefit from the activities proposed in Lobert.

Finally, I propose a small adjustment to the Lobert boundary that would benefit landowners in the area of FS Road 22.  The past Ninemine Fuel Reduction Project boundary ended at the 22 Road because that was the edge of Management Area 4D (see paragraph above).  Lobert leaves out a small part of the 4D area north and east of the 22 Road and south of the Sprague River Road (on Figure 1 of the scoping package it is located just below the Road letters in Sprague River Road on the map) that could be treated to reduce fuels and stocking levels.  Treatment in this area would complement the treatments already done west of the 22 Road and would provide additional protection to the adjacent subdivision on private land.

I look forward to working with you in the future and thank you once again for the opportunity to respond to the Lobert Restoration Project. 

Sincerely,

Mike Cook

Fire Chief 

Cc: Chiloquin Agency Lake RFPD Board

       Faith & Bill Wilkins
