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Cibola National Forest Mountain Ranger Districts

Comment Form for Draft Desired Conditions 

and Vision Statements

Public comments submitted, including names and street addresses of commenters will be available for public review as part of the planning record. Individual commenters may request the Forest Service to withhold their name or address from public review or from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act by checking the box below. We will accept anonymous comments. 

I wish to withhold my name or address from public review or from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.  ⁭ Yes   
Date:  9/8/15                         Name: Linda Starr
Phone (with area code): 505-255-6037
Email: lstarr509@gmail.com

Address: 509 Aliso Dr. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87108
Please use the table below to make comments on the draft Desired Conditions and Vision Statements document.  Please be as specific as you can and include the page and line numbers; the resource topic; the management area involved; and your comment.

	Page #
	Line #
	Subject of Comment
	Comments

	1
	35
	Vision Statement – Magdalena and San Mateo Mountains
	Add an acknowledgement that the forest lands have intrinsic value – the land itself, wildlife and native plants have value also, aside from their value to human consumers. This places a value to a healthy watershed for native flora and fauna. It also provides for consideration for wildlife corridors for animals and plants, especially trees which need to be planned for due to drought and likely climate change.

	1
	39
	Vision Statement – Mount Taylor and Zuni Mountains
	Their “rich partnership of individuals and groups” is actually not rich. It is represented by groups with a narrow outlook oriented only to extractive purposes.  There is no native representation, no forest products industries and no groups who represent science-based and environmental research.

	2
	4-6
	Vision Statement - Mount Taylor and Zuni Mountains
	My compliments for these considerations for landscape management.


	2
	11
	Vision Statement – Mt. Taylor and Zuni Mountains
	The word “appropriate” should be added before the last word of this paragraph.  Access by ATV is not a sustainable use.  In some cases, access by motor vehicle is not sustainable due to steep terrain and vegetation, and to vegetation and wildlife disturbance.

	2
	12-16
	Vision Statement – Mt. Taylor & Zuni Mtns.
	While “extraction industries” develop local economies, they are NOT sustainable; they rarely remediate the environment that is disturbed effectively.  I prefer these two words be omitted.  If the team is concerned about public health, wilderness ought to be a consideration as its value to a healthy public is certainly sustainable.

	2
	17-19
	Vision Statement – Mt. Taylor & Zuni Mtns.
	Statements made here are exceptionally admirable and show forethought to a future generation.

	2
	26
	Vision Statement – Mt. Taylor & Zuni Mtns.
	A new paragraph ought to be added to show concern for the entire watershed. Add an acknowledgement that the forest lands have intrinsic value – the land itself, wildlife and native plants have value aside from their value to human consumers. This honors appreciation for a healthy watershed for native flora and fauna. It also provides for consideration for wildlife corridors for animals and plants, especially trees which need to be planned for due to drought, risk of wildfire and likely climate change.  

	2

2
	27-32
33-37
	Vision Statement -Mountainair, Manzano & Gallinas Mountains
Sandia Mountains
	This vision statement is nearly complete and shows a broad vision with watershed health as its emphasis. This is nicely done.  However, there is no mention of the intrinsic value of forest lands – the land itself, wildlife and native plants have value besides the value to human consumers.  There is a value to a healthy watershed for native flora and fauna.  It also provides for consideration for wildlife corridors for animals and plants, especially trees which need to be planned for due to drought and likely climate change. Intrinsic value should be acknowledged.
This vision statement is way too brief.   On line 37, cultural and traditional should be added to resources.  There is no mention of preservation of archeological resources nor is there any mention of the serious dangers and challenges of fire management or climate change considerations.  These should be added.  Also, add the intrinsic value of forest lands – the land itself, wildlife and native plants have value besides the value to human consumers.  There is a value to a healthy watershed for native plants and animals. It provides for consideration of wildlife corridors for animals and plants, which is especially important in this watershed so close to the largest city in the state with threats to air quality.  Additionally, there is no mention of education enhancements that are so important with the proximity to Albuquerque.



Comments are most useful to the Cibola if received by September 25, 2015. Comment forms can be delivered to the local Ranger District Office or mailed to: Forest Planner, 2113 Osuna Rd. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87113;  or emailed electronically to comments-southwestern-Cibola@fs.fed.us  or entered on our webform at https://cara.ecosystem-management.org/Public/CommentInput?project=46268.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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