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Cibola National Forest Mountain Ranger Districts

Comment Form for Draft Desired Conditions 

and Vision Statements

Public comments submitted, including names and street addresses of commenters will be available for public review as part of the planning record. Individual commenters may request the Forest Service to withhold their name or address from public review or from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act by checking the box below. We will accept anonymous comments. 

I wish to withhold my name or address from public review or from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.  ⁭ Yes   
Date:  9/17/15                         Name: Linda Starr
Phone (with area code): 505-255-6037
Email: lstarr509@gmail.com

Address: 509 Aliso Dr. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87108
Please use the table below to make comments on the draft Desired Conditions and Vision Statements document.  Please be as specific as you can and include the page and line numbers; the resource topic; the management area involved; and your comment.

	Page #
	Line #
	Subject of Comment
	Comments

	52
	19, 26-33
	Desired Conditions- Surface Water Resources
	What needs to be done to get the water quality to meet standards? In riparian areas, keep livestock grazing out.  There is no mention of the impacts of grazing upon riparian areas; the FS acts as if livestock do not impact these areas. Grazing has a tremendous impact on vegetation and stability along stream banks and near springs. Grazing should be managed effectively and monitored especially during drought conditions.

	53
	1-2
	Desired Conditions- Surface Water Resources
	Springs, riparian areas and wetlands cannot have the necessary soil, water and vegetation attributes to be healthy and functioning when cattle are allowed to graze nearby.  Manage these areas to keep cattle away from these sensitive areas.  The FS should be in the business of managing watersheds, not supporting the livestock industry, whether it is Dept. of Agriculture or not.

	55
	1
	Desired Conditions - Watersheds
	With 46 watersheds rated as functioning at risk and one as impaired, the FS should make sure these are also functioning properly and in satisfactory condition.  Eliminate the impacts of grazing, access from roads and other disturbance on these watersheds.


	55
	27
	Desired Conditions - Soil
	With five of nine mountain units at moderate risk for soil condition and one at high risk because of lack of ground cover, I wonder about the impact of livestock on these soils.  Livestock remove vegetation and stomp sensitive soils down, leading to gully erosion.  Also ATVs and ORVs impact gully erosion.

	56, 57
	24-27;

 1-4, 12-13
	Desired Conditions – Aquatic Species and Habitats
	Wildlife drinkers in the Sandia Mountains (Embudito Canyon) are not maintained.  These drinkers are surrounded by invasive cheatgrass – only somewhat reduced by volunteer efforts of Great Old Broads for Wilderness and NM Wilderness Alliance

	59
	26-28
	Desired Conditions – Non-native Invasive Species
	Cheatgrass in the Sandias and Manzanos disrupt the function of ecosystems and impact native wildlife.  How are non-native species desirable?

	59-60
62

68
	1-14
4-10

29-34
	Desired Conditions – Air
Desired Conditions – Range & Grazing
Desired Conditions – Minerals & Geology
	With regard to future air quality, the FS should consider limited road closures during dry conditions when fugitive, windblown particulate dust blows due to vehicular (especially ATV and ORV) use on unpaved NFS roads.
I appreciate that the FS is working with partners and permitees to reduce grazing pressure on sensitive areas.  However, I do not believe that livestock grazing is sustainable. This seems to be a matter of human desire for beef versus the importance of the watershed.  Permitee rates should be balanced with the cost of maintaining the watershed for the plants, animals and water quality of the forest.
Thank you for considering the importance of caves and their inhabitants (bats) in this plan and for recognizing these settings as educational opportunities.

	Rest
	
	Desired Conditions
	I am most appreciative of all the work put into this plan by foresters and the public process.  Thank you.


Comments are most useful to the Cibola if received by September 25, 2015. Comment forms can be delivered to the local Ranger District Office or mailed to: Forest Planner, 2113 Osuna Rd. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87113;  or emailed electronically to comments-southwestern-Cibola@fs.fed.us  or entered on our webform at https://cara.ecosystem-management.org/Public/CommentInput?project=46268.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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